John 1:1
Matthew 24:25



 is the particle of attention/warning IDOU, which means “Behold, Notice; Pay attention.”  Then we have the first person singular perfect active indicative of the verb PROEIPON, which means “to tell (someone) beforehand: I have told beforehand.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

With this we have the dative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples in context with an extending application to all believers in Israel in the Tribulation.

“Behold, I have told you beforehand.”
Mt 24:25 corrected translation
“Behold, I have told you beforehand.”
Mk 13:23, “However, you watch out; I have told you everything beforehand.”

Explanation:
1.  “Behold, I have told you beforehand.”

a.  The Lord continues by telling believers present and future to pay attention to the fact that they have been thoroughly warned in advance of the historical warning signs in the future that indicate His imminent return.


b.  Believers are without excuse for not reading the signs of His coming return and acting accordingly.  There is not one sign, but many.  And those signs are sufficient to protect believers from future tribulation, if they act on the information they have been given.  Disaster is coming and the complete warning has been given in advance by God for the protection of those He loves and cares about.  All any believer needs to do is act on the word of God in faith and confidence and they will be delivered.


c.  Throughout history God has described the historical trends that point to coming disaster.  Unbelievers generally pay no attention to these historical trends.  It is essential that believers do so for their own benefit.


d.  For example, the following is a summary of the signs provided for Tribulational believers:

“1. The Rapture of the church (1 Cor 15:51–58; 1 Thes 4:13–18).  This can occur at any time.

2. The leader of the ten European nations makes a seven-year agreement with Israel (Dan 9:26–27).

3. After three-and-one-half years, he breaks the agreement (Dan 9:27).

4. He moves to Jerusalem and sets up his image in the temple (2 Thes 2:3–4; Rev 13).

5. The Antichrist begins to control the world and forces all people to worship and obey him.  At this time God sends great tribulation upon the earth (Mt 24:21).

6. The nations gather at Armageddon to fight the Antichrist and Israel, but see the sign of Christ’s coming and unite to fight Him (Zech 12; Rev 13:13–14; 19:11ff).

7. Jesus returns to the earth.”

2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus knows what believers will have to go through, and it will be a further strength to them that He has foretold that all this will come to pass.  When it happens they will surely remember His prophecy, and this will help them not to be unduly impressed.”


b.  “The fact that He truly prophesied and forewarned them is to keep them undeceived and safe.”
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