John 1:1
Matthew 24:24
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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised up.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the subject will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subjects from the masculine plural nouns PSEUDOCHRISTOS and PSEUDOPROPHĒTĒS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “false-Christs and false-prophets.”

“For false-Christs and false-prophets will be raised up”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give; of causing something to happen: to produce”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the false-Christs and false-prophets will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun SĒMEION plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great signs.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun TERAS, meaning “wonders, marvels, portents.”

“and will produce great signs and wonders,”
 is the conjunction HWSTE, which introduces a result clause and can be translated “with the result that” or “so as to.”  With this we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb PLANAW, which means “to deceive; to mislead.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the false-Christs and false-prophets attempt to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.

Next we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” and indicating that it is possible.  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective DUNATOS, meaning “possible.”  This predicate nominative indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is].”  Finally, we have the ascensive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective EKLEKTOS, meaning “the elect.”

“so as to mislead, if [it is] possible, even the elect.”
Mt 24:24 corrected translation
“For false-Christs and false-prophets will be raised up and will produce great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if [it is] possible, even the elect.”
Mk 13:22, “for false-Christs and false-prophets will arise, and will produce signs and wonders, for the purpose of misleading, if possible, the elect.”

Explanation:
1.  “For false-Christs and false-prophets will be raised up”

a.  Jesus continues with an explanation of why believers are not to believe those proclaiming that the Messiah has already returned and they can now come out of hiding.  Some men will falsely proclaim that they are the Messiah, that is, the Christ.  Some men will claim they are prophets of the Messiah.  They too will be liars.  In fact, Jesus proclaims that there will be more than one or two people proclaiming to be the forerunner or prophet of Jesus (another John the Baptist) or Jesus Himself.  How many this plural describes is not told to us, but it appears that Satan will make several attempts at deceiving believers.


b.  The verb ‘to be raised up’ is in the passive voice, which tells us that there is an agent behind the action being described.  Who produces the action?  Satan.  He will manufacture or motivate liars and deceivers to proclaim they are Jesus returned to earth or a prophet of Jesus.  This is the counterfeit of the two great prophets of the Tribulation (Moses and Elijah) and may be a counterfeit of the return of John the Baptist as the herald of Jesus.  In any case, Satan is the mastermind behind the scenes producing the action of raising up these false-christs and false-prophets.

2.  “and will produce great signs and wonders,”

a.  Just as former Jewish prophets and Jesus Himself authenticated their message by the miracles they performed or prophecies that proved true, so Satan will empower his false-christs and false-prophets to do similar things.  They will produce ‘great signs and wonders’ to deceive people into believing that they are the real Christ or prophet of Christ.


b.  ‘Signs’ generally refers to some sort of miracle of healing or miracle of nature that is supernatural in character, indicating that only someone empowered by God could produce such a thing.  A ‘wonder’ generally refers to some sort of visible event that cannot be explained naturally or scientifically.  For example, a person suddenly making themselves disappear, or float in the air, or some inexplicable ‘magic trick’.


c.  The point is that whatever they are able ‘to do’ is supposed to prove that they are who they say they are, because only God could empower them to do what they are able to do.  The problem is that God hasn’t empowered them and their ‘miracle ability’ comes from the power of Satan, who can ‘heal’ people by simply ordering a demon to come out of a person.

3.  “so as to mislead, if [it is] possible, even the elect.”

a.  The purpose and result of these lying signs and wonders is the attempt (in the case of those who do not believe them) and success (in the case of those who do believe them) to mislead the people observing the false-christ or false-prophet.  Those who watch and believe the sign or wonder will be deceived and misled.


b.  The first class conditional statement “if possible” means ‘if and it is possible’.  Believers can be deceived.  This is why Jesus gives this warning.  If it were impossible for believers to be deceived, then the warning has no purpose for believers.  Believers have to guard themselves against deception, and the only way to do that is by knowing the accurate and true teaching of the word of God; for example, this passage/gospel of Matthew.


c.  The ‘elect’ refer to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Each dispensation of history has its ‘elect’, that is, those who have believed God.  They are the ones chosen or selected by God to have eternal life and live with Him forever.  There are elect or selected believers prior to the Flood, during the Age of Israel, and during the Church Age.  There will also be elect during the millennial reign of Christ.


d.  Satan is going to empower false-christs and false-prophets to deceive and mislead unbelievers and even believers during the Tribulation.  Unbelievers will be misled to their own detriment—never believing in Jesus and being saved.  Believers can be misled and deceived to their own detriment—captured, tortured and killed.  Jesus is not willing that any should perish, and so gives the warning to both believers and unbelievers.


e.  2 Thes 2:7-10, “For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst, and then the lawless one [the Antichrist] will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming, whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The fact that a religious leader performs miracles is no assurance that he has come from God.  Many Jews will be deceived, for ‘the Jews require a sign’ (1 Cor 1:22).  Jesus performed true signs in His Father’s name, and the nation rejected Him (Jn 12:37ff).  Satan’s miracles they will accept.”


b.  “False Christs will be preaching messages of salvation and performing signs and miracles, seeking to deceive even the elect.”


c.  “Believers are not immune to their attacks, but God will protect them from full-fledged apostasy.  Here emerges another indirect testimony to the truth that those who do give up believing [this commentator does not believe in eternal security] demonstrate that they never truly were Christ’s followers.”


d.  “False Messiahs will appear, and so will false prophets, who may be prophets attesting one or other of the false Messiahs or who may be claiming to have the gift of prophecy as they pursue some career of their own.  These false religious figures, apparently both Messiahs and prophets, will do miracles in support of their claims. Signs is a term used often in John’s Gospel for the miracles of Jesus, but not so in the Synoptics.  As John uses it, it indicates that the miracles are meaningful; the person who contemplates them in faith will see the hand of God at work and understand that God is saying something to him in the miracle.  Here the meaning seems to be that those who see the false religionists performing their miracles will discern that what they are seeing is more than human.  This will be reinforced in that what they do are wonders, happenings that cannot be understood on the basis of merely human powers.  There is something more than the merely human at work.  They will be correct in seeing this, but, whereas they will be persuaded that they are seeing the power of the one true God, in fact it will be the power of the evil one, the enemy of God.  But their miracles will be convincing.  They will impress even the elect.  Since the elect are God’s own, and are kept by the power of God, it will not be possible for them to be led away by these charlatans.  [The first class condition says they can be deceived.]  But Jesus brings out the impressive character of the things they will do by saying that if it were possible [and it is] to lead the elect astray, they would do it.  However, when it happens they will surely remember Jesus’ prophecy, and this will help them not to be unduly impressed.”
  That last statement assumes what is not stated in the passage.  We must remember that the Holy Spirit has been taken away and is not there to help the believer remember.  This is a major reason why believers have been deceived in the past and will be deceived in the future.  Being deceived by a false-miracle doesn’t mean a person loses their salvation, just as Peter didn’t lose his salvation when he did something far more wrong than believe a false-miracle.
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