John 1:1
Matthew 24:22



 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the conditional conjunction EI plus the negative MĒ, which together mean “except; unless.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative of the verb KOLOBOW, which means “to shorten; passive: to be shortened.”


The culminative aorist views the entirety of the action, but looks at it from the viewpoint of its completion.  It is translated with the use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The passive voice indicates that those days received the action of being shortened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the adjectival use of the feminine plural demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “those days.”

“And unless those days had been shortened,”
 is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the indefinite particle AN, indicating potentiality and translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “would.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved; to be delivered.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun SARX, meaning “all flesh/life.”

“all flesh would not have been saved;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  With this we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine plural article and adjective EKLEKTOS, meaning “because of the elect ones.”  Next we have the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb KOLOBOW, which means “to be shortened.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that those days will receive the action of being shortened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the adjectival use of the feminine plural demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “those days.”

“however, because of the elect ones those days will be shortened.”
Mt 24:22 corrected translation
“And unless those days had been shortened, all flesh would not have been saved; however, because of the elect ones those days will be shortened.”
Explanation:
1.  “And unless those days had been shortened,”

a.  Jesus continues His description of the events prior to His second coming by giving a ray of hope and comfort to the believers of that time.  The phrase “those days” refers to the period of the ‘great tribulation’ just mentioned in the previous verse.  ‘Those days’ comprise a period of time noted in:



(1)  Rev 11:3, “Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.”



(2)  Rev 12:6, “And the woman fled to the wilderness, where she has there a place having been prepared by God, in order that there they may sustain her one thousand two hundred and sixty days.”


b.  Dan 12:11–12 says, “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.”


c.  “Dan 12:11 mentions 1,290 days, which is 30 days more than the second half of the tribulation.  Different ideas have been put forward to explain what happens in those 30 extra days.  One likely theory is that the land of Israel will be rebuilt in that month after the devastation it endured during the tribulation.  Then, according to Dan 12:12, there will be an extra 45 days, on top of the extra 30 days, after which something else will happen.  Daniel does not say explicitly what will happen, but he says those who remain until the end of that segment (1,335 days after the breaking of the treaty and 75 days after the end of the tribulation) will be ‘blessed.’  The blessing here is entry into the millennial kingdom.  What will take place during those 45 days?  Very likely, this is when the judgment of the Gentile nations, described in Mt 25:31–46, will take place. In this judgment, also called the judgment of the sheep and the goats, the Gentiles are judged for their treatment of Israel during the tribulation.  Did they aid Jesus’ ‘brothers and sisters’ (Mt 25:40), or did they turn a blind eye to the Jews’ troubles or, worse yet, aid in their persecution?”


d.  After the Lord Jesus Christ destroys the armies invading Israel at Armageddon, Rev 14:20 says that the blood on the ground will be as high as a horse’s bridle for a distance of 184 miles, “Furthermore, the wine-press was trampled outside the city and blood flowed out from the winepress up to the bridles of horses for sixteen-hundred stadia [184 miles].”  In addition all the carrion birds of the earth gather for their great feast of the millions of dead bodies.  It is going to take some time to clean up this mess.  And while the land is being cleaned the judgment of believers and unbelievers takes place.

2.  “all flesh would not have been saved;”

a.  If the Lord Jesus Christ does not return and the armies of Satan continue their attack on Israel, then no believers would have survived.  In fact, Satan’s final solution is the extermination of all mankind.  Satan was going to have his demons keep killing until there was nothing left to kill.  The Lord’s return at His second advent is for the express purpose of saving believers from complete extermination.  And the Gentiles who aid the Jews are blessed by association with the believers of Israel.


b.  The term ‘all flesh’ indicates the animal kingdom as well.  Satan’s desire is to kill everything ever given life by God.  Jesus tells us one of those ‘what ifs’ of history.  What would have happened if Jesus delayed His second coming?  Then all living things would have been destroyed.

3.  “however, because of the elect ones those days will be shortened.”

a.  However, that is, in contrast to no living thing being delivered from the hateful desires of Satan and his ‘crew’ the extent of the Tribulation will be confined to the seven-year period or two halves comprised of 1,260 days (42 lunar months of 30 days each).


b.  Jesus delivers the world from total destruction “because of the elect ones,” that is, because of all those (Jews and Gentiles) who have believed in Christ.  Jesus’ second advent is for the purpose of deliverance of believers from certain death.  “The elect” are those who have been chosen to live with God forever, because they have believed in the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ in providing their salvation.


c.  The days of the Tribulation will be shortened from whatever they would have been had Jesus not returned after the exact 1,260 days that Daniel, Jesus, and John predicted.  God knows what He is doing down to the very last day of every period of history.  And Peter tells us about God’s timing in all these events, 2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord of the promise is not hesitating, as some regard hesitation, but continues being patient with reference to you, because He is not willing that anyone should perish, but that all make room for a change of mind.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “During this period, God will care for His elect, referring to Jews and Gentiles who believe and are converted.  The ‘elect’ here does not refer to the church since the church will have been raptured at least three-and-one-half years previously.”


b.  “There was an encouraging note, however; for the Lord declared that those days would be cut short.  This meant there will be a termination of this period of time, not that the days will be fewer than 24 hours.  If it were to go on indefinitely, no one would survive.  But the period will come to an end for the sake of the elect, those who will be redeemed in the Tribulation and who will enter the kingdom.  The elect of this Church Age will have already been raptured before the Tribulation.”


c.  “Some commentators take it that the 42 months of Rev 13:5 (and Dan 12:7) will be cut short; however, it seems to me best to understand the 42 months as lasting the 1,260 days which Scripture indicates, and to understand that Israel’s trouble should have lasted for the full seven years of the Tribulation, but that God granted the ‘peace’ of the first 3 1/2 years in order to reduce the sentence Israel should have served to an effective 3 1/2 years (42 months, 1,260 days).  This understanding treats as accurate and literal these Scriptures which are clearly spelled out to the day.  It is instructive that this period has been divinely shortened for ‘the elect’ and is so that ‘flesh will be saved.’  This indicates that God wants a surviving remnant of humanity to enter the Age of Righteousness.”


d.  “It would seem that the tribulation Jesus has in mind must refer to the entire church age from A.D. 70 on.  Far from this age being a millennium, as in traditional amillennialism, the New Testament era in which we have been living is better characterized as tribulation for believers.”
  He is completely wrong.


e.  “The reference to the elect seems to take us beyond Judaism, and again ‘all flesh’ (no one is literally, ‘all flesh will not—‘) surely means more than Judaism.  It is further brought home by the necessity for it to be shortened, for without this no one would have been saved.  In this context saved is not to be understood in the sense of receiving eternal life, but saved from death here on this planet.  An interesting feature of this shortening is that it is for the sake of the elect.  God’s people bring a certain mercy to the people around them; while the unrepentant do not share in the ultimate salvation, yet something of good comes to them because of the presence of the elect in their communities.  [Blessing by association.]  Jesus does not indicate how the time of trouble will be shortened, but we are doubtless to see the hand of God in this.”


f.  Again Lenski attributes all this to the fall of Jerusalem rather than a seven-year period prior to the second advent of Christ in the future.  He is wrong.
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