John 1:1
Matthew 24:17



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO, meaning “The one; the person.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular article, used as a possessive pronoun, and noun DWMA, meaning “on his roof.”  This is followed by the negative adverb MĒ plus the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to not come down.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person on the roof of his home must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “must.”

“The one on his roof must not come down”
 is the aorist active infinitive of the verb AIRW, which means “to take up; pick up; remove; take away.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person on the roof must not produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things.”  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from his house.”

“to take away the things from his house.”
Mt 24:17 corrected translation
“The one on his roof must not come down to take away the things from his house.”
Explanation:
1.  “The one on his roof must not come down”

a.  Jesus continues His warning to believers in the middle of the Tribulation by giving an example of how they must flee on the day the abomination of devastation/desolation is erected in the temple in Jerusalem.  The Lord uses the example of someone resting on the roof of his home.  Because of the heat of the day in the Middle East, people had steps or ladders going up the side or back of the house to the roof above their one or two story home.  There they hoped to get some sort of breeze that was cooler than being at ground level.  On hot nights the family would sleep on the roof.  So it was not unusual to find people on the roof of their homes at different times of the day.


b.  The Lord’s warning here is that whoever is on the roof of their home must not come down for the wrong reasons.  The owner and/or family must come down and do it with all speed, in order to make their escape from unbelievers in the family, relatives, friends, neighbors, and government officials who are seeking out known believers in Jesus and Jews in general.

2.  “to take away the things from his house.”

a.  The believer must not come down for the wrong reasons or wrong purposes.  There are no ‘things’ worth trying to save on this day.  Money, jewels, deeds, stocks, bonds, titles, etc. are all worthless beginning with this day.  Family pictures are meaningless.  Favorite clothes don’t matter.  There is no material thing of any value worth risking one’s life over.  Come down and leave everything behind.  The only thing worth grabbing on the way out is the hand of a small child.


b.  The only thing a person could save on this day is their life and the lives of their small children, and even that will be difficult.  The greatest thing of value a person has at this point is their spiritual life (faith in Christ) and doctrine in their soul.  Hopefully, the believer has kept up with the signs of the times (that the resurrection of the Church has taken place three and a half years ago and this is the middle of the Tribulation) and has prepared an escape plan and escape route (taking the back roads heading East; making sure the car works, has gas, etc.).  It is not unreasonable to imagine that many believers will be prepared for this event.  Any normal person can count the days leading up to the day this occurs, and prepare ahead of time to leave home and head for the mountains in advance of the event.  And won’t the 144,000 Jewish evangelists know this prophecy from these very Scriptures and warn believers ahead of time?  Surely, they would.  And believers can read Mt 24 for themselves and figure out to be prepared.  And what if the event in the temple in Jerusalem is publicized ahead of time as to when it is about to occur?  Wouldn’t any reasonable believer, knowing this prophecy by Jesus, grab the kids and leave?


c.  The major point Jesus is making here is that the believer has no time to waste.  Be prepared; be alert; be ready, and move with all deliberate speed to save your life.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The readers of this prophecy in the latter days will know what to do: Get out of Judea!  Matthew’s instructions apply to Jewish believers in the middle of the Tribulation, and the “sign” is the desecration of the temple by the image of the Antichrist.”


b.  “They [believers] should not be concerned about taking anything with them.”


c.  “The Jews in Judea are advised to flee immediately to escape the greatest persecution ever.”


d.  “Given the thoroughly Jewish nature of all of the details of Mt 24:15–20, their close correspondence to the actual events of the mid-first century, and the more explicit wording of Lk 21:20–24, there is no reason to take any of Matthew’s text here as looking beyond the events that culminated in the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70.”
  In other words this commentator doesn’t believe what is described here points to a period of time in the middle of the Tribulation.  He is dead wrong.


e.  “Jesus goes on to underline the urgency of flight in that trying time.  He speaks of anyone who is on the housetop, a place that was important in family life in first-century Palestine.  Houses had flat roofs, and these were used as part of the living quarters of a house.  While doubtless they would be uncomfortable during the hottest hours of the day [not necessarily, if there was a breeze], they would form a cool living room on hot evenings.”
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