John 1:1
Matthew 24:16



 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun IOUDAIA, meaning “in Judea.”

“then those in Judea”
 is the third person plural present active imperative of the verb PHEUGW, which means “to flee; escape.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of the action required at that moment.


The active voice indicates that believers in Judea must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command and should be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “must.”

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and noun OROS, which means “to the mountains.”

“must flee to the mountains.”
Mt 24:16 corrected translation
“then those in Judea must flee to the mountains.”
Mk 13:14, “However, when you see the abomination of devastation standing where it must not (the reader must understand), then those who [are] in Judea must flee to the mountains.”
Explanation:
1.  “then those in Judea”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: Therefore, when you see the abomination producing devastation, the one being spoken about by Daniel the prophet standing in the Holy Place, (the reader must understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains.”


b.  The conjunction of time TOTE refers to the middle of the Tribulation, when the statue of the Antichrist is set up in the temple in Jerusalem.  The sign is a critical turning point in the Antichrist’s treaty with the leader of Israel, the False-prophet.  Prior to this time there is normal anti-Semitism.  Once this idol is set up in the temple, there begins a worldwide holocaust to exterminate every Jew, especially those who believe in Jesus.


c.  Jesus gives a specific warning to the Jews living in Judea, because the attacks against all Jews will begin there and spread outward from there.  Judea includes all southern Israel with Jerusalem as its capital city.  This holocaust will become worldwide during the next three and one half years, but the only time to escape is the first day that signals its beginning.

2.  “must flee to the mountains.”

a.  Jesus gives a command, not a request.  Jewish believers have to drop everything and leave Jerusalem and the surrounding Jewish homeland.  They are to flee for their lives with as much speed as they can muster.  The verb PHEUGW means not only to flee, but to escape from danger.  This is a do or die situation.  There is an escape, but there is only one chance for this escape—one day to make the escape.  There is no time to get valuables out of one’s home or pack a suitcase.  A believer must drop everything, grab the children, and go.  Unbelievers will not obey this command, because they will not know of its warning, since they have rejected Jesus and the Scriptures that reveal Him.  They don’t believe they are in any danger.


b.  The phrase “to the mountains” means to go East to Edom, Moab, and Ammon, the territories to the East of Israel, where God has prepared hiding places for the believers who flee.  Going South to Egypt is a non-starter; for the king of the South will come from that direction to attack Israel.  Going North to Lebanon and Syria is also a non-starter; for the king of the North will come from that direction to attack Israel.  There is nothing to the West except the Mediterranean Sea.  So the only safe choice is to go East to escape the initial danger.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Prophetic scholars have speculated as to why the Antichrist would break his covenant with the Jews after three-and-one-half years.  It has been suggested that the invasion of Israel by Russia, prophesied in Ezek 38–39, would occur at that point.  Certainly Israel will be at ease and dwelling in safety at that time; for she will be protected by the Antichrist (Ezek 38:11).  At that time, he will be the ruler of a ten-nation alliance, ‘the United States of Europe’ (Rev 17:12–13).  Russia, of course, will be soundly beaten, not by Israel, but by Almighty God.  When the Antichrist sees that his great enemy, Russia, has been beaten, he will take advantage of the opportunity and move into Israel, breaking his covenant and taking over the temple.  The readers of this prophecy in the latter days will know what to do: Get out of Judea!  These instructions are similar to those given in Lk 21:20ff, but they refer to a different time period.  Luke’s instructions apply to the siege of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, and the ‘sign’ was the gathering of the armies around the city.  Matthew’s instructions apply to Jewish believers in the middle of the Tribulation, and the ‘sign’ is the desecration of the temple by the image of the Antichrist.”


b.  “The Jews in Judea are advised to flee immediately to escape the greatest persecution ever (Mt 24:16–22, and Rev 12:6; Zech 13:8–9).”


c.  “Believers must take to the hills in the Judean countryside away from Jerusalem, where it would be harder for invaders to fight and capture them.  At the beginning of the Roman war with Israel in the late sixties, many Christians did indeed flee Jerusalem, perhaps recalling Jesus’ words. But many headed for Pella, east of the Jordan, not for the Judean hill country.”

d.  “Jesus says that they should make for the mountains, presumably because mountains have always been a refuge for those harried by armies.  The terrain makes pursuit difficult, and there are greater possibilities of survival.  It is sometimes urged that this injunction was fulfilled when the Christians fled to Pella at the time of the Jewish revolt, as the historian Eusebius reports (Eccl. Hist. 3.5.3), but it is objected that Pella is not in fact in the mountains but at the foothills.  There are serious doubts whether the Christians in fact did flee to Pella at that time (see Hendriksen, p. 858, for the difficulties in the way of the Pella hypothesis).  Jesus is saying that flight will be important in those days, but Pella is not what he is speaking about.”


e.  Lenski cites the Christian historian Eusebius as proof that the Christians in Israel did indeed flee to Pella.
  Since Pella is not in Jewish territory, the Romans had no reason to go there and siege a city not rebelling against them.  Pella would have been a safe place for Jewish Christians in 70 A.D. but not in the middle of the Tribulation.
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