John 1:1
Matthew 24:15



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active subjunctive of the verb EIDON, which means “to see: you see.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that people/believers will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a temporal subjunctive, used after conjunctions denoting time.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BDELUGMA plus the genitive of production from the feminine singular article and noun ERĒMWSIS, meaning “the loathsome; abomination”
 “producing devastation, destruction, depopulation.”

“Therefore, when you see the abomination producing devastation,”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the neuter singular articular aorist passive participle of the verb EIPON, which means “to be spoken about.”


The article is translated “the one.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the abomination producing devastation received the action of being spoken about.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular proper noun DANIĒL, meaning “by Daniel.”  With this we have the appositional genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the prophet.”  Then we have the appositional accusative neuter singular perfect active participle of the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: standing.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the abomination producing devastation produces the action of standing.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun TOPOS and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “in the Holy Place.”

“the one being spoken about by Daniel the prophet standing in the Holy Place,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the articular masculine singular present active participle of the verb ANAGINWSKW, which means “to read: the reader.”  The articular participle is used as a substantive.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active imperative of the verb NOEW, which means “to perceive, understand; comprehend; think about.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what needs to happen at that moment in the future.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command, which should be translated by the English auxiliary verb “must.”  This last statement is parenthetical.

“(the reader must understand),”
Mt 24:15 corrected translation
“Therefore, when you see the abomination producing devastation, the one being spoken about by Daniel the prophet standing in the Holy Place, (the reader must understand),”
Mk 13:14, “However, when you see the abomination of devastation standing where it must not (the reader must understand), then those who [are] in Judea must flee to the mountains.”

Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, when you see the abomination producing devastation,”

a.  Based on everything Jesus has said so far regarding the Tribulation, He now comes to an inferential conclusion that affects believers in Israel, but probably also has implications for what all believers worldwide should do.  An event is going to take place in Jerusalem that is going to shock and change the world of believers.  This event will be seen in person and broadcast over some sort of worldwide media, so it can be seen by all people.


b.  This event (or ‘sign of the times’) concerns what is called here ‘the abomination producing devastation’.  This thing is a spiritual abomination, and it produces (the genitive of production in the Greek grammar) spiritual and physical devastation worldwide.  The spiritual devastation is the worldwide idolatry demanded by this abomination.  The physical devastation is the mass killing of all those who refuse to worship this idol.  The abomination is a statue of the Dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the Beast, the Antichrist, the King of the West, Satan’s ‘Messiah’ on earth, who demands the worship that rightfully belongs only to the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  This abomination is mentioned in:



(1)  Dan 9:27, “And he [the Antichrist] will make a firm covenant with the many [Jews in Israel] for one week [seven years], but in the middle of the week [halfway through the Tribulation] he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate [the Antichrist], even until a complete destruction [both spiritual and physical], one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”



(2)  Dan 11:31, “Forces from him [the Antichrist] will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice.  And they will set up the abomination of desolation [the statue of the Antichrist that people are forced to worship].”  Dan 12:11, “From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days [three and one half years = the last half of the Tribulation].”



(3)  Rev 13:4-8, “Furthermore, they [unbelievers] worshipped the serpent [Satan], because he gave absolute power to the beast [the Antichrist].  In addition they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’  In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him, and authority to be active for forty-two months [last half of the Tribulation] was given to him. And he opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God, to slander His person and His tabernacle, those who dwell in heaven.   Furthermore, it was given to him to make war against the saints and to overcome them.  In addition authority was given to him over every tribe and people and language and nation.  In fact, all those who live on the earth will worship him, [everyone] whose name has not been written in the slaughtered Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the world.”



(4)  Rev 13:14-15, “Furthermore he [the False Prophet of Israel] deceives the residents on the earth because of the miracles which were given to him to perform in the presence of the beast [the Antichrist], telling the residents on the earth to manufacture an idol for the beast, who had the stroke of the sword and has remained alive [killed and came back to life [a counterfeit of the resurrection of Jesus].  And then he was allowed to give breath to the image [the statue of the Antichrist set up in the temple midway through the Tribulation] of the beast, in order that the image of the beast might even speak and cause that as many as do not worship the image of the beast should be put to death.”



(5)  2 Thes 2:3-4, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion [Tribulation] has come first and the man of lawlessness [the Antichrist], the son of destruction has been revealed [image set up in Jerusalem], the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”

2.  “the one being spoken about by Daniel the prophet standing in the Holy Place,”

a.  The abomination of devastation is the statue of the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist, which the False Prophet (dictator of Israel) permits to have erected in the Holy of Holies as an object of worship midway through the seven years of the Tribulation.  “The abomination does not destroy the sanctuary; the abomination makes the sanctuary desolate by causing pious worshippers to avoid it because of the abomination, and by thus depriving it of any meaning or purpose.”


b.  Remember that the Holy of Holies has been empty of the Shekinah glory since the Babylonian captivity took place (586 B.C.).  The Shekinah glory was the physical manifestation of the presence of the God of Israel with His people.  Satan counterfeits this event by the creation and erection of the image of the Antichrist in the Holy Place in the temple in Jerusalem.  This event is published/televised worldwide and is the signal for all believers to flee to the mountains to hiding places prepared by God to hide and protect believers, who must endure to the end of the Tribulation.


c.  Daniel predicted these events; Jesus predicts these events; and in the near future John will write the detailed prophecy of these events.

3.  “(the reader must understand),”

a.  Because these events are critical to the survival of believers in the Tribulation and because these events have been foretold by Daniel, Jesus, and John, it is critical that believers understand Satan’s plan and God’s revelation ahead of time of that evil plan.  God’s protection of believers is through His word and His provision.  Those who pay attention, learn, comprehend and understand will be prepared for what is coming and have a chance to survive the worst effects of the Tribulation.


b.  Some believers are lazy about learning and understanding, and therefore being prepared for the future events.  Some will not flee to the mountains to God’s safe hiding places.  Many will be turned against by family, friends, neighbors, co-workers and end up being tortured and killed.  Therefore, it is critical to learn what Jesus is prophesying, compare it with other Scriptures and understand the whole picture of future events.  Two things are required by God for the protection of believers in the Tribulation—understanding and immediate, willing, obedience.


c.  The reader (and hearer) must understand what is going on here.  This act signals the beginning of the last half of the Tribulation and the final war of extermination against the Jews.  This is the warning sign for Jewish and Gentile believers in Israel that war is upon them.  God always warns believers when it is time to leave and get out of the way of His judgment of a people and place.  This illustration was likewise a warning for the believers in Judea to flee the coming of the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.  It is very possible that the gospels of Matthew and Mark were written in part to warn Jewish and Gentile Christians in Jerusalem to get out of town in 66 A.D., when Rome invaded Israel.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The midpoint of the Tribulation period is most important; for at that time an event will take place that was prophesied centuries ago by Daniel (Dan 9:24–27).  Please notice that this prophecy concerns only the Jews and the city of Jerusalem (‘Your people and … Your holy city,” Dan 9:24).  The prophecy involves seventy weeks, and the Hebrew word ‘week’ means ‘a week of years,’ or seven years.  Seventy sevens would equal 490 years.  But this period of 490 years is broken up into three parts:

(1) During seven weeks (49 years) the city of Jerusalem would be rebuilt and the worship reestablished.

(2) After 63 weeks (434 years) Messiah would come to Jerusalem and die for the sins of the world.

(3) The prince will make an agreement with the Jews for one week (seven years) to protect them from their enemies.

The decree to rebuild Jerusalem was given in 445 B.C. by Cyrus (2 Chr 36:22–23; Ezra 1).  Sir Robert Anderson in his classic book The Coming Prince (Kregel, 1975) has proved that there were exactly 482 prophetic years (of 360 days each) between the giving of the decree and the day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem as the King.  But we must account for the remaining ‘week’ of seven years.  Where does it fit in?  Note that the same city that was rebuilt will also be destroyed ‘by the people of the prince that shall come’ (Dan 9:26), that is, the Romans.  (‘The prince that shall come’ is a name for the Antichrist.)  This event took place in 70 A.D.  But the Jewish nation would be spared and the city restored again.  For at some future date, the prince that shall come (Antichrist) will make a covenant with the Jews for seven years.  This is where the missing ‘week’ fits in.  He will agree to protect them from their enemies and permit them to rebuild their temple.  (Dan 9:27 talks about a restoration of the sacrifices, and this would demand a temple.)  The logical place for this seven-year period is after the Rapture of the church.  ‘The time of Jacob’s trouble,’ the Tribulation period, will be seven years long.  2 Thes 2:1–12 indicates that the Antichrist cannot be revealed until the restrainer is taken out of the midst.  That restrainer is the Holy Spirit in the church.  Once the church is out of the world, then Satan can produce his masterpiece, the Antichrist.  He will make the agreement for seven years, but after three-and-one-half years (‘in the midst of the week’) he will break that agreement.  He will then move into the Jewish temple himself and proclaim that he is God (2 Thes 2:3–4; Rev 13).  The Antichrist will cause a living statue of himself to be put into the temple, and his associate (the false prophet, Rev 20:10) will cause the whole earth to worship it.  Satan has always wanted the world’s worship, and in the middle of the Tribulation he will begin to receive it.  Jesus called this statue ‘the abomination of desolation’ (Dan 9:27; Mt 24:15).  An interesting parenthesis occurs at the end of Mt 24:15—‘whosoever reads, let him understand.’  This statement indicates that what Jesus was teaching would have greater significance for people reading Matthew’s Gospel in the latter days.  By reading the Prophet Daniel and the words of Jesus, these believers will understand the events and know what to do.  This is another evidence that the Olivet Discourse applies to people during the Tribulation period.”


b.  “Jesus then spoke of the greatest observable sign within that period, the abomination that causes desolation. This abomination was spoken of by Daniel.  It referred to the disruption of the Jewish worship which will be reinstituted in the Tribulation temple and the establishment of the worship of the world dictator, the Antichrist, in the temple.  He will make the temple abominable (and therefore desolate) by setting up in the temple an image of himself to be worshiped.  Such an event will be clearly recognizable by everyone.”


c.  “The Greek text suggests that the abomination of desolation will be a desecrating object; this coincides with the image of Rev 13:14, which may well be erected in the temple of Jerusalem (Rev 13:6).  Apparently, this abominable idol will be set up in the last month of the first 3 1/2 years.”


d.  “When has the force of ‘whenever’; Jesus is giving no indication of the exact time when what He speaks of will take place.  The abomination of desolation is an expression that recurs in Daniel with some variation in wording.  There has been a good deal of dispute about the precise meaning of the expression in this context, but there can be no doubt that Jesus was referring to some ‘abominable’ thing, that is, something that brought or would bring defilement to the temple.  It would stand in the holy place, that is, the temple.  Let the reader understand… encourages the reader to think hard about the words: it means, Look more deeply into this, because what is said is less than what is meant.  Clearly Jesus is saying that there will be some sacrilegious happening that will pollute and empty the holy place and that His followers should take notice of it when it occurs.”
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