John 1:1
Matthew 24:13



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to stay; remain; endure; persevere.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a person produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular noun TELOS, meaning “to the end.”

“However, the one who endures to the end,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS meaning “this one; this person.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that this person will receive the action of being saved.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“this one will be saved.”
Mt 24:13 corrected translation
“However, the one who endures to the end, this one will be saved.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, the one who endures to the end,”

a.  The Lord continues His description of the end times, that is, the end of the age of Israel by noting a contrast between the many unbelievers who are deceived by the false prophets and the believers who endure to the end of the age.


b.  “The one who endures” refers to the believer who survives all the satanic persecution that the Antichrist and False-prophet create and promote during the last half of the Tribulation (the last three and one-half years).  This endurance is not a reference to one’s faith enduring.  It is about one’s life enduring.  Believers will be the objects of unrestrained murder and killing like the world has never seen.  The forces of Satan are given the authority to kill anyone suspected of being a believer in Jesus.  Some believers will be killed; some will survive.  But this has nothing to do with their faith.  Many a commentator has taken this statement out of its context to assert the false doctrine that a believer can lose their salvation by not ‘enduring to the end’ of their life.  This context is not about faith enduring to the end of one’s life, but the believer surviving to the end of the Tribulation to be delivered from death by the second coming of Christ.


c.  The moment a person believes in Christ that person becomes a son of God and receives the imputation of divine righteousness and eternal life as free gifts from God.  God never takes those free gifts away.  Salvation is a gift of God not a result of our enduring faith.  That is the lie of salvation by works (enduring) which we have done.  God doesn’t need our enduring faith.  He is satisfied with our faith one time for salvation.  God does not give salvation and then take it away, because of our arrogance, ignorance, stupidity, or sinfulness.   The book of Revelation clearly states that those who do not receive the mark of the Beast (Antichrist) are saved.  Rev 20:4, “And then I saw thrones; and they [Tribulational martyrs] sat down on them; and authority to judge was given to them; that is, [I saw] the souls of those who had been decapitated because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God; namely, the very ones who did not worship the beast nor his image and did not receive his mark on their forehead and on their hand.  They both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”  If this salvation is true for the Tribulational martyrs it is equally true for believers alive at the second coming of Christ.

2.  “this one will be saved.”

a.  The subject ‘this one’ refers back to the believer who endures the Tribulation until the end of the Tribulation.  Again this is not about enduring faith, but about enduring life in the Tribulation.


b.  What are believers at the end of the Tribulation saved from?  They are saved from the satanic attacks of the Antichrist and False-prophet as well as the attacks of the armies surrounding Jerusalem, who are destroyed by the word of the Lord Jesus Christ upon His return to deliver all the believers in Israel and those hiding in the mountains and all the Gentile believers hiding throughout the world.  They are delivered from the judgment and punishment of those who received the mark of the Beast, Rev 14:9-12, “And then another angel, the third one, followed them and kept saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives the mark on his forehead or on his hand [and he does], he also will drink from the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed unmixed [served full strength] in the cup of His anger, and he will be tormented in fire and sulfur before the holy angels and before the Lamb.  And then the smoke produced by their torment rises eternally; furthermore, those who worship the beast and his image, that is, whoever receives the mark of his name, have no rest day and night.’  This calls for the patience of the saints, those who observe the commandments of God and faith in Jesus.”  ‘The patience of the saints’ is the same as ‘the one who endures to the end’ in our passage.  This is the principle of hermeneutics (the science of interpretation of Scripture) that Scripture interprets and explains Scripture.


c.  The believer, the one with eternal life, whether a Tribulational martyr or a believer who survives the Tribulation, is saved/delivered from the thousand year existence in the compartment of Hades, called ‘Torments’, and then from the last judgment, and then from eternal existence in the lake of fire.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mt 24:13 has nothing to do with personal salvation in this present age of grace.  ‘The end’ does not mean the end of this life; it refers to the end of the age (Mt 24:14).  Those believers on earth during this terrible period, who endure in their faith, will be saved when the Lord comes at the end and delivers them.”


b.  “This does not refer to a personal self-effort at endurance that results in one’s eternal salvation, but to physical deliverance of those who trust in the Savior during the Tribulation.  They will enter the kingdom in physical bodies.”


c.  “This will indeed be a most difficult time to endure in the faith, and Mt 24:13 makes it plain that this endurance will be necessary for salvation in the Tribulation.”
  A good example of a wrong interpretation of the verse.


d.  “Here is the true biblical promise of eternal security or perseverance of the saints, not that all who profess Christ persevere but that those who do persevere demonstrate that they were truly elect.  ‘The end’ could refer to Christ’s return for those who live that long.  [It refers to the end of the Tribulation.]  For most it will refer to the time of their physical death (as with the martyrs of verse 9).  Alternately, ‘to the end’ could be translated to the uttermost [highly unlikely].  In light of verse 9, ‘saved’ here refers to eternal life and not physical protection.  [The verb also means to deliver someone physically and can refer to both.]  Jesus thus offers the sober reminder that for some only the threat of persecution and martyrdom will reveal their true colors.”
  This statement is a mixture of truth and error.


e.  “The words are not to be thought of wholly as an injunction to constancy.  They are that, but they contain also a valid and valuable promise: the person described will be saved.  The power of God is such that he can and will sustain his faithful servants through whatever trials they may be called upon to endure.”
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