John 1:1
Matthew 23:8



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “However; Instead.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Then we have the negative adverb MĒ plus the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive of the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples are not to allow this to be done.  He is not to receive the action of being called Rabbi.


The subjunctive mood with MĒ is a subjunctive of prohibition, which forbids the initiation of an action.  “Don’t even begin to do this.”

Next we have the vocative masculine singular or nominative of appellation HRABBI, transliterated “Rabbi.”

“However, do not be called “Rabbi”;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective “One [person].”  Because of the masculine singular this adjective refers to a person and that Person is Jesus during the Jewish Age and the Holy Spirit during the Church Age.  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views this state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that one Person of the Trinity produces the action of being a ‘Teacher’.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” plus the predicate nominative and nominative of appellation from the masculine singular noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “‘Teacher’.”

“(for One [person] is your “Teacher”),”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “instead; but rather” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “all brothers.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the state of being brothers.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

“but rather you are all brothers.”
Mt 23:8 corrected translation
“However, do not be called “Rabbi”; (for One [person] is your “Teacher”), but rather you are all brothers.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, do not be called “Rabbi”;”

a.  In contrast to the scribes and Pharisees, who love to be called ‘Rabbi’ Jesus commands and directs His disciples that they are not to allow themselves to be called ‘Rabbi’.  Jesus doesn’t want the crowds to confuse His disciples with the scribes and Pharisees.  If they use the same title for themselves, people will think the disciples of Jesus are no different than the scribes and Pharisees and share the same religious philosophy as the scribes and Pharisees.  This must never happen.


b.  The disciples already have two correct titles that Jesus wants them to continue to use.  They are Jesus’ ‘students’, that is, His “disciples”—a very appropriate title for all Christians.  The other title they have is very appropriate just for the Twelve—they are “apostles”—those men sent as leaders/commanders/envoys and ambassadors for Christ.


c.  In the future there will be other leaders in the Church, called Pastor-teachers, Elders, and Bishop (Overseer), but these men will not have the same authority as the Apostles, since they are appointed by an apostle.


d.  The leaders of Christ’s “Church” will have many different titles, but the one title they will not have is “Rabbi,” which literally translated means “my lord” or my master.”  The leaders of Christ’s “Church” will not be anyone’s lord or master.

2.  “(for One [person] is your “Teacher”),”

a.  Matthew inserts a parenthetical explanation, which is addressed to the congregation(s) to whom this gospel/epistle is written.  This is not Jesus’ remark, but Matthew’s explanation of why Jesus is saying what He is saying.


b.  Jesus says, “do not be called ‘Rabbi’, but rather you are all brothers.”  Matthew explains that the reason for not calling yourself ‘Rabbi’ (that it, ‘my lord, my master; teacher’) is because there is only One Teacher and that one ‘Teacher’ at the moment Jesus says this is the Lord Jesus Christ (see verse 10).  But from the future standpoint at the moment when Matthew writes this the One Teacher is God the Holy Spirit.  There is “One Teacher” before Pentecost—Jesus; there is “One Teacher” after Pentecost—the Holy Spirit.  The one teacher of the disciples/apostles is the Lord Jesus Christ.  This will continue until Pentecost, when a new Teacher will be provided for all believers.  That new Teacher will be God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The Jews had many “Teachers.”  They had their local Rabbi, the Levitical priests, and the many scribes and Pharisees, who assumed the role of teachers.  In contrast, Jesus declares that He is the one and only teacher of His apostles, disciples, and followers.
3.  “but rather you are all brothers.”

a.  Instead of being called ‘Rabbi’ (my lord, my master), all the leaders of Christ’s “Church” and all the followers of His “Church” will be brothers.  There will equality of persons, even though there is differentiation of positions in the Church.  Different positions, but equality in rank.  Differences in authority, but equality in persons.  Differences in spiritual gifts, but equality in importance.


b.  There are differences in duty and responsibility, but equality in spiritual life and family relationship.  There is equality in union with Christ.  There is equality in the indwelling of the Father, Son, and Spirit.  There is equality in regeneration, eternal life, eternal security, efficacious grace, the imputation of divine righteousness, but differences in spiritual gifts.


c.  We are all ambassadors for Christ, but “There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Gal 3:28.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There is a spiritual equality among the children of God, under the lordship of Jesus Christ.”


b.  “Titles (such as Rabbi … father … teacher) and position were not to be sought; instead there should be a brotherly relationship among the disciples.”


c.  “This instruction addresses both individuals and the Church as a whole; an individual should not accept titles reserved for our Lord.”


d.  “The three titles he uses as examples of what to avoid are ‘Rabbi’ (v. 8), ‘father’ (v. 9), and ‘teacher’ (v. 10).  All commonly referred in Judaism to those who expounded the law. ‘Rabbi’ meant my great one.”


e.  “Jesus sets His followers over against people like the Pharisees.  He has shown them the kind of conduct He deplores in people accepted as religious leaders but who do not live up to the things they teach.  He says that they should not be called Rabbi, a title that sets the holder off from lesser mortals.  Jesus’ followers did not have teachers that ranked with the Jewish rabbis, and they must not act as though there were outstanding people among them to whom they must give heed.  One is your teacher and that has its implications for all His followers.  It does not mean, of course, that none of them can ever learn from any of the others.  The very fact that the books of the New Testament were ever written is testimony to the fact that some Christians were able to teach others.  And, of course, in every age there have been some Christians who have been able to give instruction to others.  It must always be the case that some will know more than others and that they will have the duty of passing their knowledge on to others.  Jesus is saying that among His followers there is to be no such system as that among the Jews, with the ‘great ones’ expounding the law authoritatively and the rank and file permanently occupying an inferior place.  Christians have but one teacher, and they must not expect that in due course others will emerge who will eclipse him and establish their own ways of understanding what God wills for his people.  [If by ‘one teacher’ this commentator means ‘Jesus’ per verse 10, the phrase ‘one teacher’ should be capitalized.  If the ‘one teacher’ is one human teacher, then that is a false doctrine, since we are all capable of learning from more than one source—even pastors in their study learn from more than one source.]  There is and can be only one Jesus.  [This implies that the ‘one teacher’ previously mentioned is Jesus.  Does this exclude the Holy Spirit as our ‘teacher’ now?]  The corollary of this is that you are all brothers.  Brothers are equal, and they cannot be arranged in a hierarchy.  Over against Jesus they all hold inferior rank, and none of them is in a position to lord it over the others.”


f.  “The subordination of one brother to another, which is expressed by the term ‘Rabbi’ is not contrary to the Lord’s will; for He Himself speaks of ‘the greater of you,’ verse 11.  What Jesus forbids is that any disciples should arrogate to himself an authority as the scribes and Pharisees did, usurped the seat of Moses and despised the common people as knowing nothing.  All religious autocracy is abolished.  We all sit at the feet of Jesus as students, although what one has learned from Him that person may teach his brother either as a brother or as a duly called pastor.”
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