John 1:1
Matthew 23:6



 is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed” with the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PHILEW, which means “to love: they love.”


The present tense is a descriptive, customary, and static present, describing a permanent and typical action that has occurred in the past and continues to occur.


The active voice indicates that the scribes and Pharisees produce the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PRWTOKLISIA, which means “the seat of honor.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun DEIPNON, which means “at elaborate dinner celebrations: dinners, banquets, feasts.”

“Indeed they love the seat of honor at banquets”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun PRWTOKATHEDRIA, which means “the best seats.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning “in the synagogues.”

“and the best seats in the synagogues”
Mt 23:6 corrected translation
“Indeed they love the seat of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed they love the seat of honor at banquets”

a.  Jesus continues to describe to His disciples and the crowds the problem of self-centered arrogance of the scribes and Pharisees.  He has mentioned their amulets (phylacteries) and elongated tassels (the cords on the four corners of their prayer garment) as two examples of their deeds or works, which they do to be seen and admired by others.


b.  Our Lord’s third example is how they love to be offered the seat of honor, when invited to a dinner, banquet, or public feast.  The seat of honor is usually the center seat at the head table, or the seat to the right of (or next to) the person providing the meal.  The seat of honor was a prominent place, where the scribe or Pharisee could be easily seen and admired by the rest of the guests.


c.  It is interesting that the word for ‘love’ used here is PHILEW instead of AGAPAW.  Their love was not a love related to virtue, honor, and integrity, but a love related to their own personal desire and lust.  They very much personally wanted to have the place of highest honor in order to be recognized, acknowledged, and admired by others.  They wanted to be the center of attention.  They wanted others to envy them.

2.  “and the best seats in the synagogues”

a.  In addition to the places of honor at banquets and feasts, the scribes and Pharisees also desired and loved the best seats in the synagogues, where large groups gathered regularly.


b.  The best seats were typically in the front row opposite whoever was addressing the ‘congregation’ or on a raised platform behind the speaker, facing the audience.  These locations offered the easiest place from which the scribe or Pharisee could be invited to recite a passage and give its interpretation.  Thus they could be seen, recognized, and acknowledged by all present for their superior intellect and knowledge of the Law; thus demonstrating their superior piety and righteousness.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Pharisees also thought that position was a mark of greatness, so they sought the best seats in the synagogue and at the public dinners. Where a man sits bears no relationship to what a man is.”


b.  “These leaders enjoyed the honored seats at banquets and in synagogues (a tie-in back with verse 2).”


c.  “In keeping with this general attitude they love the things that get them in the public eye.  Jesus speaks of the chief seat in the banquets.  At such significant meals the tables were apparently arranged in a U shape, with the most important places at the junction of the two arms.  People reclined on couches, leaning on the left elbow and with the head toward the table; food would be taken with the right hand.  The chief place was that at the center of the triclinium at the head of the table, and this would be taken by the host.  The most honored guests would share his triclinium, and the others would take their places in descending order of importance.  The Pharisees, Jesus says, loved to secure the place they considered most important at such banquets.  To be in the place of honor meant that one was seen to be an important person.  Not a great deal is known of synagogues in first-century Palestine.  Not surprisingly our information about the interior setup of such synagogues is limited, but it seems that there was a platform from which services were conducted, Scripture was read, and preachers delivered their sermons.  There appear to have been some seats behind the officiants, facing the congregation, for people not leading the service, and, if so, they would have been regarded as important places.  Whether these seats were there or elsewhere, Jesus’ words make it clear that some prominent seats were regarded as the chief seats and that the Pharisees liked to be seen occupying such seats.”


d.  “They loved the prominent seats in the synagogue beside the rulers of the synagogue, where everybody could see their prominence.  They also counted on being called upon during the services to offer their wisdom.”
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