John 1:1
Matthew 23:38



 is the particle of attention IDOU, meaning: “Behold; Notice; Pay attention.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be left (behind).”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is in the process of now occurring.


The passive voice indicates that your house receives the action of being left behind.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your house.”

“Behold, your house is being left to you”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular adjective ERĒMOS, meaning “isolated, desolate, deserted, abandoned, or empty.”

desolate!”
Mt 23:38 corrected translation
“Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!”
Explanation:
1.  “Behold, your house is being left to you”

a.  Jesus is addressing leaders of Israel and the crowds of Jews in Jerusalem for the Passover.  He is giving them God’s final warning of impending doom for not only the scribes and Pharisees, but also for the entire nation.  The word ‘Behold’ not only demands, but begs that they pay attention to what He is about to say, because it is going to happen and there is nothing left for them to do to stop it, since they will not accept Him as the Messiah.


b.  The word “house” is frequently used in Scripture and outside Scripture as a metaphor for a nation or kingdom.  For example, the phrase “the house of David” refers to the rulership of David and his sons over the nation of Israel.  Therefore, this warning is a warning for the entire nation.


c.  The Jewish people will have a nation in the future, but that nation will not be a nation like they have now.  They are going to inherit a different kind of nation.  They thought Jesus was going to provide them with a new political and physical nation devoid of Roman rulers.  But Jesus kept talking about a spiritual kingdom, which they wanted no part of.  So they are going to get a new ‘house’ in the near future, but one which is neither physical, political, or spiritual.

2.  “desolate!”

a.  The new nation is described by one word—ERĒMOS, which means “desolate, deserted, abandoned, or empty.”  They will have a nation without borders, cities, a temple, people, a language, or a culture.  Everything they now know that defines them as a people will be gone.


b.  Their cities will be leveled and depopulated.  Their temple will be completely destroyed.  Their way of life will be gone.  Their people will be killed or enslaved.  Gentiles will take over their land and property.  Their language will cease to be spoken in the land.  They will learn languages foreign to them.  Their traditions will no longer be observed as they once were.  They will no longer worship as they once did.  Animal sacrifices are gone.  The day of atonement is no longer observed in the temple.  The Ark of the Covenant is gone.  The Shekinah glory is gone.  The Levitical priesthood is gone.


c.  The nation of Israel will be as empty as the spiritual life of these unbelievers.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Your house probably means both the temple and the city, both of which would be destroyed in A.D. 70 by invading Roman armies.  The temple was ‘My house’ in Matthew 21:13, but now it has been abandoned and left empty.”


b.  “Their ‘house’ could mean their city; this is probably the most commonly accepted view.  Or Jesus might have meant the temple or even the Davidic dynasty.  Perhaps all these are involved.”


c.  “There was nothing left to do but to formally withdraw His offer of the Kingdom. This Jesus did by proclaiming Israel desolate, and pronouncing His postponement of the Kingdom until His ultimate return.”


d.  “With the full inauguration of the new covenant at Jesus’ death [at Pentecost], the temple will no longer play any role in the unfolding plan of salvation history (cf. Jn 4:23).  Forty years later, in A.D. 70, the temple buildings will literally be destroyed.”


e.  “Your house is left to you desolate points to the city’s final destruction.  When the Romans captured Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the city was reduced to a desolation; Jesus’ words were prophetic.  Your house has a family ring about it.  Jesus could have spoken of the nation, but He prefers the city as the place where the people of God live and are one family under the heavenly Father.  That it is desolate means more than that there is widespread destruction; it means that God has forsaken it.  He no longer dwells with a people that has persistently refused Him.”
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