John 1:1
Matthew 23:32



 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And so,” followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” plus the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb PLĒROW, which means “to fill up; to fulfill.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the scribes and Pharisees produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command or permission.

“And so you fill up”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun METRON, meaning “the measure.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive (also called the genitive of identity) or the genitive of possession from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your fathers.”  The phrase “of the guilt” in the New American Standard Bible is an interpolation from the context and is not actually in the Greek text.

“the measure of your fathers.”
Mt 23:32 corrected translation
“And so you fill up the measure of your fathers.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so you fill up”

a.  There is a further consequence and result of the scribes and Pharisees building the tombs and decorating the graves of God’s prophets plus their testimony that they are the sons of those who murdered the prophets.  The consequence and result is that the scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ generation fill up the measure of wrongdoing, that is, the murdering of God’s prophets.


b.  Jesus will be the last Old Testament prophet to be murdered by these scribes and Pharisees.  Their forefathers began the process of murdering God’s messengers.  These scribes and Pharisees will complete that process.  The murder of Jesus will complete the process of murdering God’s prophets.  (The murder and martyrdom of Christians with the spiritual gift of prophecy (a temporary spiritual gift) occurred in the Church Age, a different dispensation, and does not apply here.  The murder of the two great prophets of the Tribulation (Moses and Elijah) does not apply here either.).

2.  “the measure of your fathers.”

a.  The word ‘guilt’ does not occur in the Greek text (as translated in the NASB).  It is not the guilt that is filled up, but the actual acts of murdering prophets.  God will send no more Jewish prophets to Israel after the death of Jesus.  Jesus’ death completes the measure of Jewish prophets being murdered by Jewish religious leaders.  (The two Tribulational witnesses of Rev 11 are not killed by Jewish leaders, but by ‘the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss’, Rev 11:7, “And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.”)


b.  Jewish forefathers have always been associated with the attempted murder or actual murder of God’s prophets and others (a few examples):



(1)  Joseph’s brothers left him in a pit to die.



(2)  Moses himself committed murder.



(3)  Saul desired to murder David.



(4)  David indirectly murdered Uriah the Hittite.



(5)  Ahab and Jezebel desired to kill Elijah.



(6)  Isaiah was sawed in half.



(7)  The leaders of Israel wanted Jeremiah dead in the worst way.



(8)  John the Baptist killed by order of Herod Antipas.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “By rejecting the Prophet, they would be following in the footsteps of their forefathers and ‘filling up’ their ancestors’ sin.”


b.  “By rejecting Jesus, this band of men had embarked on a path which He knew would end in them rounding off the crimes of the Jewish nation.”


c.  “In a bitterly ironic exclamation, Jesus orders them to go ahead and complete their dirty work.  Compare 1 Thes 2:16.  The Good News Bible captures the sense, ‘Go on, then, and finish up what your ancestors started!’  Verse 32 alludes to the Jewish view that the final judgment will come only after men have reached the absolute peak of sinfulness.”


d.  “There is irony here: go on as you are going and take the inevitable consequences, is the thought.  There have always been those who opposed the word of God spoken through His messengers, and these Pharisees are simply continuing it.  Let them see that as they proceed along their chosen course they will be completing the task that their forefathers began when they refused the word of God through the prophets and put them to death.”


e.  “Jesus is speaking of the total and final rejection of the Jewish nation in the judgment of God.  The Jewish people still second the deeds of their forefathers by still rejecting Jesus, the divine Messiah, His gospel, and His kingdom of grace.  Nothing can stay the continuance of their judgment.”
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