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

 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS with the adjunctive/adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “So also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” plus the adverb of place EXWTHEN, meaning “outwardly.”  This is followed by the postpositive coordinating conjunction MEN, used with a following DE, meaning “on the one hand…but on the other hand.”  Then we have the second person plural present passive indicative of the verb PHAINW, which means “to appear; to look as though.”


The present tense is a descriptive and retroactive progressive present for an action or state of being that began in the past and is continuing right now.


The passive voice indicates that the Pharisees and scribes receive the action or state of appearing to people in some manner.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “to men.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “as righteous ones.”

“So also, on the one hand outwardly you appear to men as righteous ones,”
 is the second half of the coordinating MEN…DE construction, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the adverb of place ESWTHEN, which means “inwardly.”  Next we have the second person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the scribes and Pharisees produce this state of being.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MESTOS, meaning “full” plus the genitive of content from the feminine singular noun HUPOKRISIS, meaning “of hypocrisy; pretense; deception.”  Finally, we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the genitive of content from the feminine singular noun ANOMIA, which means “lawlessness.”

“but on the other hand inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”
Mt 23:28 corrected translation
“So also, on the one hand outwardly you appear to men as righteous ones, but on the other hand inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”
Explanation:
1.  “So also, on the one hand outwardly you appear to men as righteous ones,”

a.  The Lord Jesus comes to a conclusion based on His previous statement that the scribes and Pharisees are like whitewashed tombs, which on the one hand outwardly appears to be beautiful, but on the other hand inside are full of dead men’s bones and all filth.”  The conclusion is made using the comparative MEN…DE construction again (meaning ‘on the one hand…but on the other hand’).


b.  The first part of the comparison involves the outward appearance of the scribes and Pharisees to other people.  This includes how they dress (the phylacteries and long tassels) as well as their overt behavior of self-righteousness and self-centered superiority—a ‘holier than thou’ attitude.  This also includes their ‘holy language’ or manner of speaking.


c.  Everything that can be observed and heard by others makes up the outward appearance of these scribes and Pharisees.  And all these outward things combine to produce an air of complete righteousness, holiness, spiritual superiority, and overwhelming arrogance and self-centeredness.  That’s what people see on the outside.

2.  “but on the other hand inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

a.  Now Jesus turns and describes the other side of the coin.  What are these men really like on the inside?  The inside refers to everything in their souls.  What do they really think and believe that others cannot see?


b.  The Lord describes two characteristics of the scribes and Pharisees:



(1)  They are full of hypocrisy.  The word ‘full’ indicates they are completely and totally hypocritical.  They can’t get any more hypocritical.  They have reached their peak of hypocrisy.  They say something and do the opposite, or say one thing today and the opposite tomorrow (like modern day politicians that change their beliefs from election to election to get votes).  That hypocrisy is the main characteristic of these religious/nation leaders is shown by the number of times in this short teaching that Jesus has referred to them as hypocrites.  Hypocrisy is a gross form of lying.  The hypocrite says what he/she thinks others want to hear and changes their statement to fit the crowd or situation.  And they will justify their hypocrisy by saying that they have ‘evolved’ in their thinking.  It’s all lies, distortion, and twisting the truth.



(2)  The second main characteristic of the scribes and Pharisees is their lawlessness.  They don’t follow the Law; they only say they do, but then do what they want.  They make up their own rules and regulations to dodge the things they don’t like in God’s Law.  They are, in effect, a law unto themselves.  They are above God’s Law by superimposing their own manmade rules and regulations.  They do not necessarily engage in violent crime as a habit, but they are subtle in their criminality as we shall see in their treatment of Jesus in a few days.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Pharisees lived for reputation, not character.”


b.  “They concealed their lawless lives under the cloak of religion.”


c.  “These who claim expertise and faithfulness in the law actually contravene it.”


d.  “The outward appearance of the Pharisees bears no resemblance to their inward state.  There is nothing wrong with Pharisaic externals.  But their inward state is quite another matter.  Jesus picks out hypocrisy and lawlessness as qualities that characterize them inwardly in full measure but that are not necessarily obvious to people who observe them.  The charge of hypocrisy runs through this chapter, but lawlessness is an interesting and ironical addition.  The Pharisees were punctilious in observing the law as they understood it.  But their concentration on the externals to the neglect of demands like justice and mercy and faithfulness meant that in the last resort they followed their own inclinations, not the law of God.  They rejected the divine demands in the place where those demands were most significant, in the region of the heart.  Because in their innermost being they refused to submit to the law of God, in the fullest sense of the term they were lawless.”


e.  “Among all the sins that Jesus found among men none aroused His fiery indignation more than hypocrisy with its sham of righteousness and holiness.  Against no class of men did He hurl invectives that were as severe as those directed against the scribes and Pharisees.”
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