John 1:1
Matthew 23:19



 is the vocative masculine plural adjective TUPHLOS, meaning “Blind men.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “which,” followed by the exclamatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, which is used as an exclamation to point to a self-evident conclusion, meaning “Indeed.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular comparative use of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “more important.”  We have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”

“Blind men!  Indeed, which [is] more important,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun DWRON plus the coordinating particle Ē and the nominative neuter singular article and noun THUSIASTĒRION, which means “the offering or the altar.”  Next we have the appositional nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb AGIAZW, which means “to make holy; to sanctify: sanctifying.”


The present tense is a customary present, describing what normally occurs or an aoristic present (note the aorist tense in verse 17), emphasizing the entirety of this action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the temple produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun DWRON, meaning “the offering.”

“the offering or the altar sanctifying the offering?”
Mt 23:19 corrected translation
“Blind men!  Indeed, which is more important, the offering or the altar sanctifying the offering?”
Explanation:
1.  “Blind men!  Indeed, which is more important,”

a.  Again (compare verse 19) Jesus addresses the scribes and Pharisees as blind men.  Over and over again He makes the point that they are spiritually blind.  They have no idea what real spirituality is.  They cannot see the truth of the Scriptures.  They cannot apply the truth of the Scriptures.  They create false rules and regulations that only pass their blindness on to others.


b.  Jesus then makes an emphatic declaration, which He puts in the form of a rhetorical question.  The question deals with importance and priority.  Two things are compared and the question addresses which is more important, the offering or the altar.

2.  “the offering or the altar sanctifying the offering?”

a.  The ‘offering’ would typically bring to the mind of these men the whole burnt offering or the offering of a lamp or some other animal.  The ‘altar’ brings to mind the altar in the Holy Place (not the Holy of Holies, where the ark of the covenant was kept), where animal sacrifices were performed each day.  Jesus declares that the altar produces the action of sanctifying the offering.  The offering has no ability to sanctify anything, since the offering represents sin being judged by God—the death of the animal represents the spiritual death of man.


b.  Therefore, the place of God’s judgment of sin sanctifies the offering for sin.  The offering for sin does not make the offering holy.  The offering for sin is not holy within itself; it is made holy by being on God’s altar.


c.  The other kind of offerings made on this altar were offerings of thanksgiving.  These offerings were sanctified or made holy by being on God’s altar.  These offerings did not make the altar holy, the altar was holy whether the offering was on it or not.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was the temple that sanctified the gold and the altar that sanctified the gift.”


b.  “Jesus said they were wrong in suggesting that gold was greater than the temple and a gift greater than the altar.”


c.  “Jesus makes the additional point that what the Jews thought was the lesser item was actually the greater.”


d.  “The Pharisees overlooked the fact that the altar that sanctifies the gift is surely greater than the gift it has sanctified.”
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