John 1:1
Matthew 23:11



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “Now; Then.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and comparative use of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “the greater.”  Next we have the ablative of the whole from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you = among you.”

“Now the greater among you”
 is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the greater believer) producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DIAKONOS, which means “your servant.”

“will be your servant.”
Mt 23:11 corrected translation
“Now the greater among you will be your servant.”
Mt 20:26-27, “It will not be in this manner among you, but whoever wishes among you to become great will be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you will be your slave;”

Explanation:
1.  “Now the greater among you”

a.  Having just told the disciples that the Messiah (Christ; Jesus Himself) will be their one Teacher and only Leader, the Lord transitions from Himself to the relationship that believers will have with one another.  He has already directed that they will all be brothers, verse 8, “but rather you are all brothers.”


b.  Now the Lord states that some brothers will be greater brothers than other brothers.  The word “greater” indicates rank, ability, stature, etc.  There is equality in the spiritual life (we are all brothers), but there is inequality in the execution of the spiritual life.  For example, Joseph had eleven brothers, but Joseph was clearly the ‘greater’ of the group of brothers.  Likewise, David had a lot of older brothers, but David was the ‘greater’ brother of all Jesse’s sons.  Even among the disciples Peter, James and John were the ‘greater’ among the disciples.


c.  All believers share many equalities in the spiritual life (regeneration, the imputation of divine righteousness, eternal security, etc.) but there are degrees of greatness due to how we each execute the spiritual life God has provided for us.  This is why some believers are evaluated differently at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.  Some believers have a spiritual life of gold, silver and precious stones, while others wood, hay, and straw.  All believers are equal, but not all believers take advantage of their spirituality.


d.  There was not equality of spiritual production by the apostles (Paul was greater than the rest; John lived longer to do more than the others; Peter was the leader at Pentecost; James was the first martyred apostle).  There were definite differences.

2.  “will be your servant.”

a.  Then Jesus declares that the greatness among the apostles, and by extension all believers, will be directly related to their ability to serve others.  Servanthood requires humility (not humiliation).  No one serves God with an arrogant attitude of superiority.  Being a servant demands immediate willing obedience to the will, plan and purpose of God.  The leader must be willing to have the same humility that our Lord had in obedience to the Father’s will, plan and purpose for His life.


b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is our Leader, and He demonstrated His leadership by his complete humility and total obedience to God the Father.  By so doing He was our ultimate Servant, and set the pattern and example for us to follow.


c.  This point was especially important for James and John to learn, because of the request of their mother that they be given the privilege of sitting on the right and left of Christ, when He sits on His millennial throne.  This was also important for Peter to remember and apply after failing so completely when he denied knowing Jesus three times.  The three greater ‘leaders’ of the apostles had a great need to learn and remember these words of our Lord.  This verse should be prominently displayed on the desk of every pastor and church leader.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “True greatness is found in serving others, not in forcing others to serve us (Jn 3:30; 13:12–17).”


b.  “Leadership positions should never be a goal in and of themselves, but should always be viewed as opportunities to serve others.”


c.  “Verse 11 repeats the language of Mt 20:26 for a larger audience.”


d.  “For them to be great is to take the place of a servant.  It is in giving service, not in receiving adulation, that true greatness consists.”


e.  “So indeed, some shall be greater than others; they have greater faith, knowledge, gifts, and results.  They are greater than others only as ‘your servant’, the one who is eager to render service for the benefit it brings others.  Their greatness is in proportion to their ministry to others, the good they do, and the lowliness with which they do that good.”
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