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

 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: he said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the king produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun DOULOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to his servants.”

“Then he said to his servants,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun GAMOS with the coordinating conjunction MEN, which means “the wedding feast.”  HO MEN is used in coordination with the following HO DE, meaning “On the one hand…on the other hand.”   Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HETOIMOS, which means “ready.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the wedding feast produces the state of being ready.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple or dogmatic statement of fact.

““On the one hand the wedding feast is ready,”
 is the second half of the HO MEN….HO DE construction, meaning “on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative masculine plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb KALEW, which means “to call; to invite.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that special guests received the action of being invited.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the former invitees produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective AXIOS, which means “worthy.”

“on the other hand those who have been invited were not worthy.”
Mt 22:8 corrected translation
“Then he said to his servants, “On the one hand the wedding feast is ready, on the other hand those who have been invited were not worthy.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then he said to his servants,”

a.  Jesus continues telling the Sanhedrin the parable of the king’s wedding feast by noting what the king did next, after sending his armies to destroy the nobles and burn their city to the ground.  The king issues directions to another group of servants.


b.  To whom are these servants analogous?  Some commentators suggest they are analogous to the apostles and all other ambassadors for Christ during the Church Age.  The problem with this interpretation is that the existence of the Church and the Church Age were still mystery doctrine, not yet revealed to anyone.  And because this doctrine was still a mystery, the members of the Sanhedrin could not related these servants to anyone in their present or future circumstances except two possibilities: the Gentiles (whom the Jews never considered to be God’s servants) or the elect angels, which is probably correct here, since the elect angels are involved in the regathering of Jewish believers from the ends of the earth for the wedding feast of the Lamb of God.  Jesus is looking forward to the Tribulation, which is the last seven years of the current Jewish dispensation.  The elect angels will be the servants of God, who regather all believers, Jew and Gentile for the beginning of Christ’s millennial reign.

2.  ““On the one hand the wedding feast is ready,”

a.  Jesus then tells the Sanhedrin exactly what the king (God the Father) will say at that future time.  There will be two conditions on earth that exist.  The first condition is that the celebration of the Son of God establishing His kingdom will be ready to begin.  The wedding feast is one of the inaugural events, after Satan and the fallen angels are imprisoned in Tartarus and all unbelievers are sent to Torments (two of the compartments of Hades).


b.  The king’s son (the Son of God) will then celebrate with His Bride (the Church) and with the friends of the Groom (Jewish believers) and friends of the Bride (Gentile believers) the establishment of the son’s thousand-year rule over the king’s (God the Father’s) kingdom.


c.  The preparation for the wedding feast includes: the incarceration of all the enemies of the king and his son (Satan, demons, unbelievers), the restoration of perfect environment on earth, and the regathering of all believers.

3.  “on the other hand those who have been invited were not worthy.”

a.  The second condition for the wedding feast is dealing with those who were invited, but refused to come.  The invitation was to believe in the king’s son—that he was to be acknowledged as the king’s legitimate heir to the throne.  The invitees were required to believe in him and accept him as their ruler.  This they refused to do by ignoring their invitation and killing those who brought the invitation.  Because they refused to accept and acknowledge the king’s son, they are considered not worthy to come to the wedding feat or enter into the kingdom.


b.  These invitees who refused to come are the unbelievers of Israel with specific application to the members of the Sanhedrin, listening to these words.  Jesus was telling the members of the Sanhedrin point blank to their face that they were not worthy to enter into or participate in any way in God’s future kingdom on earth.  The very thing they desired most (to be a part of God’s political kingdom on earth for a thousand years, when Israel would rule supreme), they will not be a part of.  And instead of changing their minds and turning to humility and asking forgiveness, their hearts turn to stone in locked-in negative volition with overwhelming scar tissue of the soul.  Now more than ever they want Jesus dead.  Their hatred knows no bounds.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They rejected the Father when they refused to obey John the Baptist’s preaching. Israel rejected the Son when they arrested Him and crucified Him.  The Spirit came at Pentecost, and the rulers rejected the witness of the Spirit, and this brought final judgment.  They had rejected the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, and there were no more opportunities left.”


b.  “God’s Kingdom plan would not be thwarted by Israel’s refusal to respond to His invitation; for the Kingdom would be spread among the Gentiles without the Jewish nation’s agency.”


c.  “Jesus moves on to a further instruction the king gave to his slaves.  A wedding is an important occasion, and the celebrations are not to be cancelled just because some ill-mannered guests refuse the invitations and must be dealt with.  The king reminds some of his slaves that the banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy, which, considering what they had done to the messengers, is a considerable understatement.”


d.  The unworthiness is due to the potential guests rejection of the invitations.
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