John 1:1
Matthew 22:43




 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“He said to them,”
 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “how?”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun DAUID, meaning “David.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “in the Spirit.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb KALEW, which means “to call.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that David produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him [the Messiah].”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord.”

“‘Therefore, how does David in the Spirit call Him “Lord”,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that David produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“saying,”
Mt 22:43 corrected translation
“He said to them, ‘Therefore, how does David in the Spirit call Him “Lord”, saying,”
Mk 12:36a, “David himself said by the Holy Spirit,…”
Explanation:
1.  “He said to them,”

a.  Jesus has asked the question, “Whose son is the Messiah?”  The Pharisees have answered that the Messiah is the son of David, noting the genealogical line from David to David’s Greater Son, the Messiah according to Ps 110.  This is the answer that all Jewish school children would know and give.  The Pharisees also know well that Jesus is in the direct line of David as one of his great, great, etc. grandchildren, and a first born grandchild as well.  They have all the genealogical records in the Temple to prove it (the same records used by Matthew and Luke to establish their genealogies).


b.  Having answered the Lord’s ‘set-up’ question, Jesus now asks His real theological question.

2.  “‘Therefore, how does David in the Spirit call Him “Lord”,”

a.  Jesus draws an inference from the fact that the Messiah is David’s son.  There is a logical problem or inference that comes from the assertion that the Messiah is David’s son.


b.  The Lord then asks the critical second question.  David is the writer of Ps 110. David is the one speaking/writing/singing under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.  The word “Him” refers to the Messiah.  And the Messiah is given the title ‘Lord’ by David, referring to the deity of the Messiah.  Therefore, Jesus’ assertion, based on the statement by David, under the power and direction of God the Holy Spirit, is that the Messiah is deity.  And in the Psalm, God the Father is speaking to someone other than God the Holy Spirit and calling that someone ‘Deity’ = ‘Lord’.  Then if that someone is deity, it can only be the Son of God.  Therefore, the Messiah must not only be the son of David, but also a member of the Trinity—the Son of God.


c.  David realizes and recognizing this and calls the Messiah “Lord,” acknowledging the Messiah’s deity.  If David can recognize and acknowledge the deity of the Messiah, why can’t or why don’t the scribes and Pharisees.  And if Jesus is the son of David and David calls the Messiah a title for God, then is not the Messiah both God and man.  And who on earth is the only person with that pedigree?  And to prove His point, Jesus now quotes Ps 110:1.

3.  “saying,”

a.  Here is a good example of the participle being kept with the proper verse (in contrast to what saw in Mt 22:42, where to participle began the verse.


b.  This word introduces the quote from Ps 110:1, which is repeated six times in the New Testament: Mt 26:64; Mk 16:19; Acts 2:34f; 1 Cor 15:25; Heb 1:13; 10:13.  When a statement is repeated that many times in the word of God, it is more than significant.  It is critical. Ps 110:1 says, “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ reply demonstrated that the Messiah had to be more than simply a human son of David, as many in that time were thinking.  If the Messiah were simply an earthly son of David, why did David ascribe deity to Him?”


b.  “Jesus sprang the conundrum on them.”


c.  “The Pharisees’ answer sets up Jesus’ real question.  If the Messiah is merely the human offspring of David, why does David himself speak of him as ‘Lord’—a sovereign above the one who is king of Israel and the highest human authority in the land?  Jesus here employs the rabbinic method of setting up an antinomy and then resolving it.”


d.  “Jesus proceeds to the telling question by citing the opening words of Psalm 110 (the verse from the Old Testament most frequently quoted in the New Testament) and asking how this fits into generally accepted ideas of sonship.  He accepts the Davidic authorship of the psalm, which, of course, would not have been doubted anywhere in first-century Judaism (the psalm is headed ‘A Psalm of David’).  And He accepts that David wrote the psalm under the leadership of the Spirit of God; the psalm is inspired Scripture.  Further He regards the psalm as messianic; it teaches something about the Messiah who would come in due course and is not to be confined to statements about David.  All this would have been common ground between Jesus and the Pharisees, and so far there would have been no problem.  But Jesus draws attention to the fact that David calls the Messiah Lord (thus conceding his own inferiority to the Messiah).”


e.  “Jesus’ questions assume that it is self-evident that the Messiah would be David’s son and rest on this assumption as an unquestionable fact.  Moreover, these questions would be senseless unless David wrote Ps 110 and that Yehweh actually did call this one son of David nothing less than David’s ’Adonai.”
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