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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “Now.”  Then we have the genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive masculine plural perfect passive participle of the verb SUNAGW, which means “to be gathered together.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the Pharisees received the action of being gathered together.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle being simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “while…were gathered together.”

With this we have the genitive subject of the participle from the masculine plural article and proper noun PHARISAIOS, meaning “the Pharisees.”

“Now while the Pharisees were gathered together”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to ask: he asked.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“Jesus asked them,”
Mt 22:41 corrected translation
“Now while the Pharisees were gathered together Jesus asked them,”
Mk 12:35, “And continuing, Jesus was saying, while teaching in the temple,…”
Lk 20:41a, “Then He said to them,…”

Explanation:
1.  “Now while the Pharisees were gathered together”

a.  Matthew continues the story by transitioning to the next significant event that occurred that day.  None of the gospel writers tell us what the interval of time was between these events, but we do know that they occurred on the same day, one after the other.


b.  The Pharisees had taken their various shots at Jesus without success.  They had heard His parables that condemned them without naming them.  They consulted together how they might trap Him in a statement.  They joined forces with their enemies the Herodians without success.  They were amazed by His answers to their questions and left Him to form another plot.  They listened to Him destroy the trick question of the Sadducees and sent a disciple to trip Him up.  Now the Pharisees have gathered together again, but are afraid to test/trick/or tempt Him again with another question or inquiry.
2.  “Jesus asked them,”

a.  Now it is Jesus’ turn to question the Pharisees.  It is One against many.  This wasn’t a small group of a few Pharisees, but a whole contingent of Pharisees.  Remember they are all gathered for Passover, and their favorite thing to do was be in public to be seen and greeted by others.  Jesus will point this out shortly.


b.  Jesus has only one simple question with a follow up question, after receiving their answer to the first question.  His question is not complicated or difficult to answer.  And it is based solely on the Scriptures, which the Pharisees supposedly know so well.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus had now answered three difficult questions.  He had dealt with the relationship between religion and government, between this life and the next life, and between God and our neighbors.  These are fundamental relationships, and we cannot ignore our Lord’s teachings.  But there is a question more fundamental than these, and Jesus asked it of His enemies.  Jesus did not phrase this question as He had when He asked His disciples, ‘Whom do you say that I am?’ (Mt 16:15).  These Pharisees who had been arguing with Him were not sympathetic with His cause, nor were they honest in their assessment of His credentials.  Jesus had to take an indirect approach with His enemies.  He made this sound like another theological question, when in reality it was the most important personal question they would ever face.”


b.  “Since the Pharisees refused to ask Jesus any further questions, He took the offensive and posed a question to them.”


c.  “First, Jesus was attacked by the Sanhedrin; the second attack, premeditated and carefully sprung, was mounted by the Pharisees and Herodians; the third, also premeditated and purposeful, was prosecuted by the Sadducees, the fourth and final attack was made by an eminent theologian.  Having silenced these consecutive and concerted attacks, the best the nation could muster, Jesus then demolished His opposition’s arguments against Him by referring them to Scripture.”


d.  “Jesus now turns the tables on his questioners. He has evaded all their traps, which were based fundamentally on their refusal to recognize him as Messiah.  This is the topic they really should be talking about.”


e.  “What Jesus said was so unexpected and yet so convincing that nitpicking criticism was for the time out of the question.  Jesus used the occasion to ask a question of his own.”


f.  “This group of Pharisees is the same group mentioned in verse 34, ‘Then, after hearing that He has silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees were gathered together at the same place,…’”
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