John 1:1
Matthew 22:40



 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS plus the article and cardinal adjective DUO plus the noun ENTOLĒ, meaning “on these two commandments.”

“on these two commandments.’”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HOLOS with the article and noun NOMOS, meaning “The whole law.”  Next we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KREMANNUMI, which means “to be hung on; to depend on.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that the whole law and prophets receive the action of depending on these two commandments.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the prophets.”

“The whole law and the prophets depend”
Mt 22:40 corrected translation
“The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”
Explanation:
1.  “The whole law and the prophets”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ concludes His answer by making the point that the entire contents of the Old Testament Scriptures are affected by these two commandments.


b.  The phrase “the Law and the Prophets” was a technical description of the entire Old Testament and an abbreviation of the title: “The Law, the Prophets, and the Writings.”  “The Law” referred to the first five books of the Old Testament, written by Moses, also called “the Torah.”  “The Prophets” was the technical description for the rest of the Old Testament books from Joshua through 2 Chronicles.  The Jews divided their Scriptures into sections as follows:

The Law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

The Prophets:


Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings


Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the Twelve

The Writings:


Psalms


Pre-Exilic Writings: Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes


Post-Exilic Writings: Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, 1-2 Chronicles.


c.  Notice that the Lord refers to the whole Old Testament Scriptures, including all the Prophets and Writings, which the Sadducees rejected as not part of the Old Testament canon.  Our Lord supports the position of the Pharisees on the issue of canonicity and refutes the position of the Sadducees.

2.  “depend on these two commandments.”

a.  The Lord’s final point is that the entire Old Testament Scriptures depend on the truthfulness, accuracy, and application of the two greatest and most important commandments—to love God and one’s fellow man.


b.  Without the motivation of love for God there can be no obedience to the will of God.  And without obedience to the will of God there is no need for the word of God.  The word of God means nothing, if we are not willing to hear and obey it.  This is why the word of God means nothing to the unbeliever.  He is not willing to hear or obey it.  What God wants is meaningless to him/her.


c.  Without the motivation of love for God there can be no love for one’s fellow man.  God’s unconditional love for us provides the pattern and illustration for our unconditional love for others.  The love of God for all proves Satan a liar in his rejection of the love and will of God.  Satan insists that God is not a God of love.  God demonstrated His unconditional love for all His creatures at the Cross.  Now believers can learn and use that same unconditional love in their treatment of others to prove God right and Satan a liar.  Our love for God and others proves Satan wrong and testifies against him in his appeal of his sentence to the lake of fire.


d.  The entire conflict by fallen angels against God is resolved by these two great commandments, which is why every word in the Word of God depends on these two commandments.  Our obedience to these two commandments fulfills the whole Law and resolves the whole conflict between God and Satan.  That is why they are so great.

Mk 12:32-34b is the postscript to this story:

“And then the scribe said to Him, ‘Quite right, Teacher; on the basis of truth You have said that He is the only One, and there is not another except Him; and to unconditionally love Him from the whole heart and from the whole intelligence and from the whole strength, and to love one’s neighbor as himself, is greater than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.’  And Jesus, after seeing that he had answered wisely, said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If the Law commands us to love God and our neighbor, then it would not be wrong for the Jews to love Jesus.  Instead, they were plotting to kill Him.  He had said to them one day, ‘If God were your Father, you would love Me’ (Jn 8:42).  They accepted the authority of the Law, yet they refused to obey it in their lives.”


b.  “Verse 40 is unique to Matthew and reminds one of the concerns of Mt 5:17 and Mt 7:12.  Matthew omits Jesus’ relatively positive interchange with this lawyer following his answer (Mk 12:32–34).  The relationship of all the Old Testament to the double love commandment shows that there is a hierarchy of law that above all requires one’s attitude to be correct. If this is absent, obedience to commandments degenerates into mere legalism.  Combining Jesus’ teaching here with his approach to the law, as, e.g., in the Sermon on the Mount, demonstrates that while the principle of love remains constant, applications vary for different circumstances.  The proper motivation for correct interpersonal relationships always remains a profound sense of gratitude for what God has done for us in Christ.  Jesus’ twofold answer should warn Christians against emphasizing either piety for God or social concern at the expense of the other.”


c.  “What matters can be summed up in one word: love.  This does not, of course, mean that all other commandments may be ignored and that all that one must do is love.  The commandments of God are serious and must be observed.  But Jesus is saying that it is only when we love that we can truly obey them and that without love we do not really understand what the commandments mean. In one way or another all the commandments are expressions of God’s love.  Love is the thrust of them all, and it is only as we love that we fulfill them.”
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