John 1:1
Matthew 22:38



 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HOUTOS, meaning “This,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is a static and aoristic present, which views the entire state of being as a permanent fact.


The active voice indicates that this situation produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and adjective MEGAS, used in a superlative sense, meaning “the greatest.”

“This is the greatest”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular ordinal adjective PRWTOS plus the noun ENTOLĒ, meaning “first; or most important commandment.”

“and most important commandment.”
Mt 22:38 corrected translation
“This is the greatest and most important commandment.”
Mk 12:29a, “Jesus answered, ‘The most important is,…’”
Explanation:
1.  “This is the greatest”

a.  The command to love God is the great/greatest commandment from God, whether verbal or written.  It is both the great commandment and the greatest command.  The Greek adjective MEGAS has the basic meaning of wide, large (when used of extent of space); large, great, abundant (when used of quantity); and when used of things marked by importance, it means: great, extraordinary, or outstanding.


b.  Dt 6:5 is not only a great commandment, it is also extraordinary and outstanding.  It is the outstanding commandment.  God’s love for us is outstanding and our love for Him should be outstanding.


c.  And even though MEGAS is not in the superlative form (MEGISTOS=‘greatest’) the simple adjective MEGAS is sometimes used for the superlative.  “Occasionally, the positive adjective (MEGAS) is used in the place of a superlative adjective.  When the positive adjective is in the attributive position [note it comes after the verb ESTIN] and is used with the par excellence article [], it has the force of the superlative adjective.”


d.  The commandment to love God is not the greater in order of sequence, but the greatest in degree of importance.  There is no more important thing we can do in life than love God.

2.  “and most important commandment.”

a.  In addition to being the greatest commandment in degree of importance, Dt 6:5 is also the “first, foremost, most important, and most prominent”
 commandment.  The Greek word PRWTOS means more than just first in order of sequence.  It also means most important or most prominent commandment.  The same idea is expressed by Mark, using the same word.

b.  We know that Dt 6:5 is not the first commandment in sequence given by God to man, but it is without debate the most important commandment given by God to man.  Its importance lies in the fact that all other commandments cannot be obeyed without the motivation of personal love for God.  If we love God, we will obey Him.  That is why so many Scriptures in John’s gospel and epistles relate love for God with obedience to God.  We cannot have one without the other.


c.  The command to love God is the greatest in degree of importance and the most important thing we do in life.  God’s love for us means everything in the resolution of the angelic conflict.  Our love for God means everything in the resolution of the angelic conflict.  Satan denies that God has any love, because He has condemned some of His creatures to an eternal lake of fire.  God proves His unconditional love for disobedient creatures by sending His Son to be judged as a substitute for them that they might be saved from that judgment.  Satan has long rejected that offer of salvation from the love of God.  But God continues to demonstrate His unconditional love for His creatures through the salvation of every person who accepts His offer of salvation through faith alone in His Son.  Thus God’s love for us and our love for Him is the greatest in degree of importance and the most important thing we can do, because it is directly related to our eternal salvation and the resolution of Satan’s conflict with God.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “By this commandment all the other commandments and the many regulations given to the Jews through Moses are to be weighed and gauged.”


b.  The other commentators were silent on this verse.
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