John 1:1
Matthew 22:27


 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “Then” plus the comparative adjective HUSTERON with the ablative of the whole from the masculine or neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “last of all.”
“Then last of all”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the wife produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, which means “the wife.”

“the wife died.”
Mt 22:27 corrected translation
“Then last of all the wife died.”
Mk 12:22b, “Last of all the woman also died.”
Lk 20:32, “Finally the woman also died.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then last of all the wife died.”

a.  The Sadducees finish the set-up of their question to Jesus by noting that the wife was the last to die.  Again the cause of death is not mentioned, because it is not germane to the issue the Sadducees are going to raise (resurrection).  How and why she died do not matter.

b.  If this was based on a true story rather than a hypothetical story, then the woman didn’t live very long.  Most women were married by age twenty.  And if each marriage lasted two years, then she died in her mid-thirties.

c.  The important point for the Sadducees is that all seven brothers/husbands and the wife are all now dead and are qualified to be resurrected from the dead.  The stage is now set for their ‘trick’ question.  Jesus of course knows exactly what they are doing and how He is being set up.  He sees right through their ‘trap’.
2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The case the Sadducees advanced followed the law exactly.”


b.  “The Sadducees make it clear that all seven married her, and they round off the story with the death of the woman.”


c.  “The death of the woman is necessary for the argument, in order to transfer all the persons concerned into the other world and thus to show actually, and not merely hypothetically, how absurd the resurrection appears when it is considered in the light of Dt 25:5ff.”
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