John 1:1
Matthew 22:21


 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: They said.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the Pharisees produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”  This is followed by the genitive of possession from the masculine singular proper noun KAISAR, meaning “‘Caesar’s’.”

“They said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.’”
 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He said.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”
“Then He said to them,”
 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “‘Therefore” plus the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Pharisees are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun KAISAR, meaning “the things belonging to Caesar.”  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine singular proper noun KAISAR, meaning “to Caesar.”
“‘Therefore, give to Caesar the things belonging to Caesar”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the things belonging to God.”  Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”
“and to God the things belonging to God.”
Mt 22:21 corrected translation
“They said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.’  Then He said to them, ‘Therefore, give to Caesar the things belonging to Caesar and to God the things belonging to God.’”
Mk 12:17, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Give to Caesar the things belonging to Caesar, and to God the things belonging to God.’  And they were utterly amazed at Him.”
Lk 20:25, “Then He said to them, ‘Well then, pay to Caesar the things belonging to Caesar, and to God the things belonging to God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “They said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.’  Then He said to them,”

a.  Jesus has just asked the delegation of the disciples of the Pharisees and the delegation of Herodians whose image and inscription is on the denarius.  The opponents reply without hesitation that both are Caesar’s.  The Roman emperor at the time was Caesar Augustus Tiberius.  He was the stepson of Octavian (later named Caesar Augustus).  He ruled as Roman Emperor from 14-37 A.D.
 

b.  Having given the shortest possible answer to Jesus’ question, the Lord proceeds to answer the question they posed to Him as a trap (Should they pay the census-tax or not?).  Jesus’ opponents are leaning forward in eager anticipation of the answer, which they are certain will allow them to accuse Jesus of sedition, revolution, treason, or blasphemy.  They can barely wait to hear the answer.  Jesus doesn’t hesitate.
2.  “‘Therefore, give to Caesar the things belonging to Caesar”

a.  Based on the fact that the coin bares the image and inscription of the owner, there is only one right thing to do logically.  Give the owner of the coin what rightfully belongs to him.

b.  If the coin belongs to Caesar, then the coin should rightfully be used to pay Caesar what is owed him.  In this case, one day’s wage should be paid every five years (for that was how often the census was taken).  Gleason Archer quotes a census expert who claims, without documentation, that ‘every five years the Romans enumerated citizens and their property to determine their liabilities. This practice was extended to include the entire Roman Empire in 5 B.C.’

c.  Notice that Jesus affirms that government has the right to impose taxes and the people governed have the obligation to pay those taxes.  Paul addresses this same issue in Rom 13:6-7, “So, for this reason also, keep on paying taxes.  For they are public servants of God, continually focusing on this same thing.  Fulfill your obligations to all: to whom taxes, taxes; to whom indirect taxes, indirect taxes; to whom respect, respect; to whom honor, honor.”


d.  This part of Jesus’ answer took away any justification for the Herodians to attack Jesus; for His answer justifies their support of King Herod as a ‘legitimate’ ruler.  Herod was appointed by Caesar to his position of authority, and therefore, was a legitimate ruler.  Another implication of this statement is that as a ruler Herod has the right to tax his own people and collect taxes for Rome.  So the Herodians have no complaint with Jesus.  There is no revolution or sedition in His answer.
3.  “and to God the things belonging to God.’”

a.  The second part of Jesus’ answer is addressed to the disciples of the Pharisees.  There are things that belong to God, such as honor, respect, worship, praise, and offerings.  Such things could be given with and without money being involved.  Money, precious metals, precious stones, animal sacrifices, grain sacrifices and all immaterial things could be offered to God as worship, praise, respect, etc.  None of the things that rightfully belong to God (like the cattle on a thousand hills) should rightfully be given to Him in the form of thanksgiving offerings.

b.  So Jesus takes nothing away from God, but greatly honors all things material and immaterial that are given to God in thanksgiving.  The Pharisees have no argument with this.  Jesus has taken nothing away from God or dishonored God in anyway by His answer.  In fact, He has affirmed every intent of the Mosaic Law with regard to worship of God.  There is no treason or blasphemy in His answer.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In this simple, but profound reply, Jesus taught several important truths.  Christians must honor and obey rulers. This is taught elsewhere in the New Testament (Rom 13; 1 Pet 2:13–17; 1 Tim. 2:1ff). Christians have a dual citizenship, in heaven (Phil. 3:20) and on earth. We must respect our earthly rulers (or elected leaders), obey the law, pay taxes, and pray for all who are in authority.  Christians must honor and obey God.  The best citizen honors his country because he worships God.  Man bears God’s image and owes God his all.  The relationship between religion and government is personal and individual. It is right for the people of God to serve in government (remember Daniel and Joseph). But it is wrong for government to control the church, or for the church to control government.”


b.  “Man has both political and spiritual responsibilities.”


c.  “Christ was thus saying that the problem they loved discussing would cease to exist if they but kept the issues of earthly government and spiritual government distinct and separate.  You can, and should, be loyal to both your civil and theocratic government (Peter was later to amplify this in Acts 4:19, by saying, in effect, ‘obey your government unless doing so is sin’). Rom 13:1–7 clearly claims this teaching by our Lord as its precedent; clearly, a Christian is to be in subjection to his secular government.”


d.  “Jesus avoids the trap by affirming both what the Pharisees and what the Herodians hold dear.  God’s sovereignty must be acknowledged, but human governments also have a legitimate authority.  Reasonable taxation is a legitimate function for all governments.  Obviously this one saying does not provide a comprehensive treatment of the relationship between Christians and government.  Other Scriptures reflecting different emphases must obviously be consulted (e.g., Rom 13:1–7 with Rev 13:1–18).”


e.  “There are some things that are due to Caesar and what is rightfully due should be paid by all citizens.  Since Jesus said quite plainly that they should pay Caesar what they owed to Caesar, there was no possibility of an accusation before the Romans.  Whatever is due to the emperor must be paid.  He reminded His hearers that in addition to their obligations to the state they had obligations to God, and those, too, must be rendered.  We are at one and the same time citizens of some earthly state and citizens of heaven; the obligations of neither may be neglected.  People must never allow their obligations to the civil state to encroach on their payment of the things that are God’s.  For serious-minded people this is an important limitation on the rights of the state.  The most significant part of life is that which belongs to God; rendering to God what is God’s is accordingly the most important duty we have.  We should be clear, too, that Jesus is not saying that we can divide life into separate compartments so that God has nothing to do with that section which belongs to Caesar.  The obligation to God covers all of life; we must serve Caesar in a way that is honoring to God.”


f.  “There is no clash between the two obligations.  Neither obligation interferes with the other.  The things of God are all that our relation to Him involves: contrition, faith, love, worship, obedience, submission to His guidance and to His correction, as well as our obligation to our government.  The doctrine of the separation of church and state is the only legitimate conclusion to be drawn from what He says.  Our obligations to God are the whole of life; those to the state are one part of this whole.”
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