John 1:1
Matthew 21:18



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the temporal adverb PRWI, which means “early in the morning.”
  Next we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb EPANAGW, which means “to return.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle being simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “while returning.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “to the city,” referring to Jerusalem.

“Now the early in the morning, while returning to the city,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PEINAW, which means “to be hungry.”


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which denotes entrance into or the beginning of a past action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “became.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“He became hungry.”
Mt 21:18 corrected translation
“Now the early in the morning, while returning to the city, He became hungry.”
Mk 11:12, “And on the next day, when they had left from Bethany, He became hungry.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the early in the morning, while returning to the city,”

a.  Matthew moves the narrative along to what happened early the next morning.  It was Jesus’ habit to get up before sunup and spend time in prayer before embarking on that day’s adventures.  Of course the disciples had to also get up, attend to themselves, have breakfast and be ready to go.  However, it appears that this day, the Lord had no breakfast.


b.  The return from the city means going from the home of Lazarus and his sisters back to the city of Jerusalem through the east gate of the city.  This route takes Jesus over the Mount of Olives and through the olive grove on the hill.

2.  “He became hungry.”

a.  During this 15-20 minute walk, the Lord became hungry.  (This is how we know He hadn’t eaten any breakfast.)


b.  The fact He became hungry is another of those simple proofs that He had a normal human body like any other man.  This simple statement is a dogmatic proof of His true humanity in contrast to all the second century false doctrines concerning the true humanity of Jesus.  For example, Docetism, a doctrine important in Gnosticism, says that Christ’s body was not human but either a phantasm or of real but celestial substance, and that therefore His sufferings were only apparent.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mt 21:18 presents a picture of Jesus early about His Father’s business, even though He knew He would be crucified in three days’ time.  His example is one of selfless, dedicated service which focuses only on the glory of God.  Any other man, knowing his death was imminent, would have been likely to use his last few days of life for his own purposes, but our Lord’s example leaves no precedent for such an approach.”


b.  “The point we cannot explain from the records is the fact that Jesus was permitted to leave Bethany without having eaten breakfast.”
  If Jesus was up before the disciples, as was His habit of early morning prayer before they got up, then they could have assumed He had already eaten, which explains why He was permitted to leave Bethany.

Mk 1:35, “And early in the morning, while quite dark, after rising, He left and went away to an isolated place, and was praying there.”
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