John 1:1
Matthew 21:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to come near.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus and His followers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural proper noun HIEROSOLUMA, which means “to Jerusalem.”

“And when they came near to Jerusalem”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Next we a have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place form the feminine singular proper noun BĒTHPHAGĒ, meaning “into Bethphage.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and proper noun OROS plus the genitive of identity from the feminine plural article and proper noun ELAIA, which means “to the Mount of Olives.”

“and came into Bethany to the Mount of Olives,”
 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “then” plus the nominative subject from the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: he sent.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO and the noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “two disciples.”

“then Jesus sent two disciples,”
Mt 21:1 corrected translation
“And when they came near to Jerusalem and came into Bethany to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,”
Explanation:
1.  “And when they came near to Jerusalem”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the life of our Lord Jesus Christ during His first advent by moving the narrative along from Jericho to the suburbs of Jerusalem.


b.  The subject ‘they’ includes Jesus, the Twelve, the support group of women (like Mary the mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene, Salome, and others) plus other followers of Jesus, such as Bartimaeus and his formerly blind friend.


c.  How near were they to Jerusalem?  They were about 1.2 miles (2 kilometers) southeast of the city of Jerusalem.  The order of the cities going from southeast to northwest is Bethany, Bethphage, and then Jerusalem.
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2.  “and came into Bethany to the Mount of Olives,”

a.  The cities of Bethphage and Bethany are on the hill commonly known as the Mount (hill) of Olives, because there was a grove of olive trees there at the time.


b.  The elevation of the Mount of Olives is 2710 ft. above sea level.  The elevation of Jerusalem is 2470 ft.  So from the Mount of Olives Jesus was able to look down and see the entire city of Jerusalem spread out before Him.
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3.  “then Jesus sent two disciples,”

a.  After finishing the 14 mile walk from Jericho to Bethany, Jesus stops His group and sends two disciples on a mission into Jerusalem in preparation for His triumphal entry.  We are not told who the two disciples are, but I like to think it was James and John, who were in need of a lesson in humility and service.


b.  Considering that the journey probably began around day break, at a moderate walking pace of 2 miles per hour, Jesus and company would have arrived in early afternoon (say 2 p.m., which allows for a couple of rest periods along the way).  This permits enough time for the disciples to get the two animals, return to Jesus, the triumphal entry, Jesus going to the Temple and cleansing it, and His return back to Bethany.  All this was accomplished prior to sundown.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Since it was Passover, there were probably about 2 million people in and around Jerusalem. This was the only time in His ministry that Jesus actually planned and promoted a public demonstration.”


b.  “When they reached the town of Bethphage on the eastern slopes of the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples ahead to find a donkey and its colt.”


c.  “John 12:12 refers to Jn 12:1, so dates the triumphal entry five days before Passover, thus indicating that the event we now study took place on Monday, March 30, 33 [many say 3 years earlier: see the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia].  The Mount of Olives is really a ridge running parallel to the Kidron Valley, east of Jerusalem, the central hill of which is approximately 100 feet higher than Jerusalem [actually 240 feet higher].  Bethany is less than two miles southeast of Jerusalem on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.  The village facing the disciples, where the colt was tied, is generally thought to be Bethphage.  Bethphage is adjacent to Bethany but nearer the top of the Mount of Olives; so the biblical report starts with Jesus behind the Mount of Olives.  As He breasted the hill He was confronted with the most imposing spectacle of Jerusalem available.  This is when and where He lamented over Jerusalem.”


d.  “Jesus and His entourage arrive at the city which is both his destination and His destiny.  All action in these two chapters focuses on the temple in Jerusalem.  As they enter the holy city from the Jericho road, they would go through the eastern gate and immediately find themselves confronted by the temple precincts, which in that day comprised approximately a thirteen-acre complex of courts and buildings encompassing about one quarter of the entire walled-in portion of Jerusalem (Mt 21:1–11).  These were the gates Jewish tradition said the Messiah would enter (based on his arrival at the Mount of Olives—Zech 14:4).  Also as anticipated, Jesus goes to the temple to purify it (Mal 3–4).”


e.  “From John we learn that this is Sunday before Jesus’ death.  While Jesus makes ready to ride into Jerusalem, the multitude of festival pilgrims, having heard of His coming, starts out to meet and to received Him (Jn 12:12).”
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