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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those hired about the eleventh hour produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after coming.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article HO, used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “the ones = those.”  We have an ellipsis of the verb ‘to hire’ and have to add the word “[hired]” for the statement to make sense in English.  This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective HENDEKATOS with the noun HWRA, meaning “about the eleventh hour.”

“And after coming, those [hired] about the eleventh hour”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that each man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the adverb of manner ANA, meaning “each; apiece.”
  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun DĒNARION, meaning “a denarius.”

“each received a denarius.”
Mt 20:9 corrected translation
“And after coming, those [hired] about the eleventh hour each received a denarius.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after coming, those [hired] about the eleventh hour”

a.  The parable continues with the response of the men hired last coming before the foreman of the landowner’s estate to be paid for the work in the vineyard they have done.  It is now after 6 p.m. and the workday is concluded.  This pictures the Second Advent of the Lord and the beginning of the physical kingdom of God.


b.  The last to work are the first to be paid by the foreman.  Those hired represent believers who work as ambassadors for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ is represented by the foreman.

2.  “each received a denarius.”

a.  Each man who worked for one hour is paid first and receives a denarius, the amount of money that was paid to a typical farmhand for a full day’s work (twelve hours).  This was also the daily wage of a Roman soldier.


b.  The last group is paid first, so that the first group to work can see the graciousness and generosity of the landowner.  This object lesson is the way in which the landowner shows the first group of hired workers that they didn’t need to negotiate their pay.  They would have received more had they not mistrusted the landowner to do ‘right’ by them.


c.  All these men were ‘unemployed’ and needed the same amount of money to feed, house and cloth their family each day.  The landowner recognized the need of each man and provided for it.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The first laborers that he hired insisted on a contract.  This explains why the householder paid the workers as he did: He wanted those who were hired first (who insisted on a contract) to see how much he paid the workers who were hired later.  It was one way the owner could show those workers how really generous he was.”


b.  “Only the master can judge the value of each laborer’s contribution; for instance, if the master had a pressing need to complete the harvest by the end of that day, the laborers who only served for the last hour may well have contributed as much to the master’s profit as the earlier laborers, as the first work would only be a recovery of overheads, whereas the final work is where the owner’s true profit lies.  Again we find that a laborer cannot judge the value of his service, but must leave it in his master’s hands.”


c.  “The foreman begins with those last hired in order to send strong shock waves among the rest when they learn of the going wage.  This story scarcely models good management-labor practices but does disclose profound truths about the nature of God.  The first group of workers is stunned as they receive twelve times what they expected.”


d.  “The men who had worked for only one hour were doubtless pleasantly surprised at getting a full day’s wage.  They could not have known what they would get.  They had not made a bargain with their employer, but had been content to trust him to do what was right.  So their one hour’s work resulted in the wage appropriate to a full day of work.  That he had paid the full day’s wage probably indicates a genuine concern for the needs of others. It can scarcely be due to a desire to be rid of money!  We must assume that that householder knew that a poor man and his dependents needed the money if they were to have even the necessities of life.  There is compassion behind the payment.”


e.  “These men had neither a contract nor a promise of any kind.  By paying them as he did the lord of the vineyard certainly showed his generous character.”
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