John 1:1
Matthew 20:7



 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: They said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the idle workers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because,” followed by the nominative subject OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “us.”  Then have the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb MISTHOW, which means “to hire.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject (‘no one’) in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“They said to him, “Because no one hired us.””
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: he said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the landowner produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative of the verb HUPAGW, which means “to go.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is expected to occur right now.


The active voice indicates that the idle workers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the second person plural nominative subject from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun AMPELWN, meaning “into the vineyard.”

“He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.””
Mt 20:7 corrected translation
“They said to him, “Because no one hired us.”  He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.””
Explanation:
1.  “They said to him, “Because no one hired us.””

a.  The landowner has just gone back to the marketplace at about the eleventh hour of the day (5 p.m.) and found another group of men standing idle.  He asks them why they have been standing here idle the whole day, and they now respond with their answer, “because no one hired us.”


b.  This excuse suggests several possibilities:



(1)  They were not in the marketplace all the previous times the landowner came to hire people.  Notice that they were previously described as “standing idle the whole day.”  They obviously weren’t standing idle there all the other times the landowner showed up to hire people.  Otherwise they would have been hired.



(2)  They might have hid themselves from view or left the marketplace and returned.  Perhaps they didn’t want to work for this particular landowner or didn’t want to work an entire day.  It is possible that no one hired them because they didn’t want to work.  It would have been impossible for them to not have been hired earlier, if they had actually been in the marketplace ready to be hired throughout all the other times the landowner showed up to hire people.


c.  The subject “no one” implies that other owners came looking for people to hire, but never chose to hire these men.  Their excuse sounds like they had been passed over by other landowners all day long, but they just happened to miss being hired by this landowner at 6 a.m., 9 a.m., noon, and 3 p.m. (every three hours of the day).  Did these workers take a break from standing in the marketplace every three hours and miss getting hired all these times?  It sounds like these men really didn’t want to work and were avoiding being hired all day.

2.  “He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.””

a.  The landowner accepts their excuse at face value without commenting on it or criticizing it by pointing out how many times he had been there that day and never saw them.


b.  Instead he simply orders them to go to his vineyard and work to help finish the job begun by so many other workers.  This is a complete act of grace on the part of the landowner.  These men don’t deserve this job or the pay they will receive.  They are fortunate that the owner cares enough about them to provide them even the smallest of work.


c.  We should note that these workers do not negotiate what they will be paid, nor does the owner inform them of what their pay will be.  They are totally dependent upon the will and grace of the owner to pay them whatever he thinks is right.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Even if all the men were engaged in the same place, it seems that the master cleared the marketplace of all available workers on each of his many visits, so we do not know from whence these workers came.”


b.  “Because Jesus will center attention on this group when the master begins to pay his workers, he stops abbreviating the story here and draws out the dialogue in more detail.”


c.  “Jesus does not explain how they had come to miss the householder with his continuing offers of work, but the point of the story is not that.  It is rather that right up to the eleventh hour the man was ready to take on workmen and that at that very time he sent his final batch to the vineyard.  Once more there is no discussion about their pay.  There is no agreement as with the first workmen, nor assurance that the man would pay what is right for the other groups.  Obviously there was an understanding that these last workmen would be paid, but there is nothing to show how much they would get.”


d.  “The question asked by the owner of the vineyard really has no answer.  Yet these idlers offer a reply.  They present an excuse where no real excuse can be made.  They shift the blame from themselves to the owner of the vineyard.  In the parable he is the only employer and not one among several.  The fault for not finding these idlers sooner is evidently not his.  Just as this owner hires the laborers who insist on making a verbal contract for their wages, so he hires those who offer an empty excuse for their long idleness.  This pictures God’s grace.”
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