John 1:1
Matthew 20:6



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective HENDEKATOS, which means “about the eleventh.”  There is an ellipsis of the word HWRA, meaning “[hour],” because of its previous use in the context.  Next we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the landowner produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after going.”

“Now about the eleventh [hour], after going,”

 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find: he found.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the landowner produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective ALLOS, meaning “others.”  With this we have the accusative masculine plural perfect active participle of the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: standing.”


The prefect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that others were producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the landowner produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“he found others standing and said to them,”
 is the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “Why?” plus the adverb of place HWDE, meaning “here.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative of the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that others have produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS plus the article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the whole day.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ARGOS, meaning “idle.”

““Why have you been standing here idle the whole day?””
Mt 20:6 corrected translation
“Now about the eleventh [hour], after going, he found others standing and said to them, “Why have you been standing here idle the whole day?””
Explanation:
1.  “Now about the eleventh [hour], after going,”

a.  The Lord continues the parable with an extreme example of how God deals with rewarding His workers in the kingdom.  The eleventh hour of the day is about 5 p.m. in the afternoon, in which there is only one more hour left in the workday.


b.  Notice that even at the ‘last minute’ so to speak, the landowner (God) goes searching for those who can work for Him to do something for which they can be rewarded (paid).  Salvation can occur at the last moment of a person’s life and so can doing something helpful to the Lord, which can be rewarded in the kingdom of God.  The important, critical principle is that it is never too late to do the will of God.


c.  God is searching, even in the final hour, for those who will do His will.  Salvation, eternal life, and eternal rewards are that important.

2.  “he found others standing and said to them,”

a.  The landowner finds more workers standing idle in the marketplace, just as he has all day long.  Where these men have been ‘hiding’ we are not told.  Why they were not around to be hired earlier we are not told.  Whatever the cause or reason is not important to the illustration.  What is important is that the landowner went searching in the final hour and found those who could help in the final hour.


b.  The final hour is analogous to those believers of the final part of the Jewish Age—the seven years of the Tribulation.  Believers in the tribulation are just as important to God as at any other time in history.  The 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the tribulation are characteristic of this final group in the marketplace.

3.  ““Why have you been standing here idle the whole day?””

a.  The landowner has a mild rebuke for these men in the form of a rhetorical question.


b.  The phrase ‘the whole day’ refers to the entire Jewish Age in which the Jews neglected their responsibility to evangelize the Gentiles.  The Jews were ‘idle’ in doing this throughout the world (the marketplace) through most of their history (the eleven hours prior to this).


c.  In spite of the deliberate idleness of these men (they could have been available at 6 a.m.), they can still be useful to the landowner in finishing the job of harvesting his crop.  God can use a believer throughout their spiritual life, even if they only come to work for the last hour.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “With only one hour of the working day left, at 5:00 p.m. the farmer hires yet one more group of workers.  Because Jesus will center attention on this group when the master begins to pay his workers, he stops abbreviating the story here and draws out the dialogue in more detail.”


b.  “That the landowner kept coming and looking for workmen even toward the end of the day perhaps indicates that he wanted to complete his grape harvest that day.  There is a slightly longer conversation with those hired at about the eleventh hour.  By this time the working day was almost over, and it is somewhat surprising that there should still be potential laborers standing and evidently seeking employment.  The fact that they were still there perhaps indicates that they desperately needed work.  This time there is no immediate offer of employment, but an inquiry as to why these men had been standing idle all day long.  The man thought it well to inquire before proceeding further.”
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