John 1:1
Matthew 19:30



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Then we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘many’ people) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first ones.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “the last ones.”

“However, many first ones will be the last ones”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “the last ones.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning ‘the first ones.”

“and the last ones the first ones.”
Mt 19:30 corrected translation
“However, many first ones will be the last ones and the last ones the first ones.”
Mk 10:31, “However many [who are] first will be last, and the last, first.”
Lk 13:30, “And behold, the last are those who will be first; and the first ones are those who will be last.”

Explanation:
1.  “However, many first ones will be the last ones”

a.  Jesus concludes His description of future blessings in the millennial kingdom with a statement contrasting His previous thought: “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms because of My person, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life.”

b.  The first ones and the last ones are defined by this context as believers—those who have left something/someone valuable because of their relationship with Jesus.  The first ones are the believers prior to the universal flood.  The last ones are the Tribulational saints.


c.  The Old Testament believers were the first ones to believe in Christ, but will be last in line to receive their blessings in the kingdom of God.  This has nothing to do with degree of reward.  It simply says that believers will be grouped according to the dispensation in which they lived and will be rewarded in an orderly fashion—one group, then the next, then the next.

2.  “and the last ones the first ones.”

a.  The last believers in history prior to the beginning of the millennial kingdom are the believers of the Tribulation.  Because of what they have to go through and endure because of the Antichrist, they will be the first to enter the kingdom and be rewarded.  Then comes the believers of the Age of Israel.  They are followed by the Old Testament believers after the universal flood.  Finally, there are the believers prior to the flood.


b.  Where’s the Church?  As royal family of God in union with Christ, we enter the kingdom with Him as His bride.  He enters the kingdom first and we enter with Him.  Then comes all the rest of the believers of history in their order.  This principle is stated with regard to resurrection in 1 Cor 15:23, “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming,…”  However, since the Church is still a mystery, which has not yet been revealed, it has no place in this context.  Jesus is speaking strictly about Old Testament Jews and Gentiles.


c.  There are two general resurrections from the dead.  (1)  The dead in Christ, which includes all believers of human history.  (2)  The second resurrection, which is the resurrection of all unbelievers of human history.  The first resurrection of all believers is broken down into four groups.



(1)  Christ the first-fruits.



(2)  The royal family of God or the bride of Christ made up of all Church Age believers.



(3)  All Old Testament believers and those who die during the Tribulation.



(4)  All believers who live through the Tribulation and into the millennial reign of Christ.


The order of believers entering the kingdom parallels the order of resurrections.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Some who were first in their own eyes would be last in the judgment, and some who were last would end up first.”


b.  “While it might appear they are giving up everything now and are the last, they will be given everything eternally and will be first.  Conversely those, like the rich young ruler, who appear to have everything now (the first) will discover one day they have lost everything (they will be last; cf. Mt 20:16).”


c.  “All this points to a reversal of the generally accepted order of things. Those who are highly esteemed and held to be first in this world’s order of things will end up last, in the worst possible position.  The point is that they have put their whole effort into earthly success without reference to the more worthwhile life of service to which Christ is calling them.  Inevitably when the time comes that earthly success is seen for the tawdry and temporal thing it is, they will rank with the last.  That is what they have qualified for, and that is where they will be.  The corollary of that is that those who are last here and now will often be found to be among the first in the life to come.  They have not accepted the false values of the world but have set their sights on the service of God and of their fellows no matter what the cost to themselves, and they reap the consequences accordingly.  The words are a strong warning against being deluded by earthly ideas and standards and shutting one’s ears to the call of God.”
  This commentator does not define who the ‘first’ and ‘last’ ones are.  Are they believers or unbelievers or both?  His words could apply to both.

d.  Lenski defines the ‘last’ as those outside the kingdom and the ‘first’ as those inside the kingdom.  “What Jesus says is that many who at first were in the kingdom will finally be out of it; while many who at first were out of it will at last be in it.”
  This statement smacks of lack of eternal security and therefore, I reject this interpretation.  Once a person believes in Christ they are in the spiritual kingdom and can never get out of the spiritual kingdom.  The same is true of the physical kingdom.  “If the ‘last’ are conceived as still being in the kingdom, the parable will not be properly interpreted.”  I disagree.
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