John 1:1
Matthew 19:17



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO, used as a personal pronoun, translated “He.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  Then we have the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “why?,” followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “Me.”  Next we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb ERWTAW, which means “to ask.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the certain man is producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS, meaning “about good.”

“Then He said to him, ‘Why do you ask Me about good?”

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “only one.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: There is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a universal and permanent fact.


The active voice indicates that “one” produces the state of being good.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good.”

“There is only one good.”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if (and it’s true).”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb THELW, which means “to will, wish, want, or desire.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that this certain person produces the desire for eternal life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “into the life.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this man desires to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

“However, if you want to enter into the life,”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep, guard, obey.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that this man must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ, which means “the commandments.”

“keep the commandments.’”

Mt 19:17 corrected translation
“Then He said to him, ‘Why do you ask Me about good?  There is only one good.  However, if you want to enter into the life, keep the commandments.’”
Mk 10:17b-18, “‘Good Teacher, what shall I do, in order that I might inherit eternal life?’

Then Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good?  No one [is] good except God alone.’”

Lk 18b-19, “‘Good Teacher, after doing what will I inherit eternal life?’  Then Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good?  No one [is] good except God alone.’”

Combining the gospel accounts we see Matthew adding to what Mark and Luke report.  Our Lord’s complete statement is: “Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.  Why do you ask Me about good?”

Explanation:
1.  “Then He said to him, ‘Why do you ask Me about good?”

a.  The story continues with Jesus’ reply to the young man’s question about good.  Jesus asks the man why he is asking Him about good, because the young man’s idea of ‘good’ is not the same as Jesus’ idea of ‘good’.


b.  There are two kinds of good in the world: human good and divine good.  The young man is talking about human good.  Jesus is talking about divine good.  Jesus wants to know why the man is asking Him about human good.  Human good does not save and has nothing to do with salvation.  There is only one divine good that any man can perform and that is the divine good of believing that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and the Savior of the world.


c.  Why ask about human good, when you should be asking about divine good—the only good that will get you into the kingdom?


d.  The young man believes there is some one great good human thing God requires for people to have eternal life.  There is one great good thing, but it is not a human thing, but a divine good, and it is given as a gift of God only to those who believe in Jesus.

2.  “There is only one good.”

a.  Then Jesus declares that there is only one good, and He is talking about divine good—the good that only God does or that people empowered by the Holy Spirit are able to do on behalf of God.


b.  The ‘one good’ excludes all the various types of human good.  All the good deeds done by man in the entire history of the world do not equal the one and only divine good, that is, the good that is done by God.  God’s good is the only good.  It is the only good that matters.  Unregenerate man cannot produce this one good.  There was nothing this young man could do to produce it.

3.  “However, if you want to enter into life,”

a.  In contrast to what this young man thought about good and in contrast to his inability to produce the only good that exists, there was one thing he could do to enter into the life that God offers in His kingdom.


b.  The ‘if’ is a first class condition.  If and it’s true.  Jesus acknowledges the fact that this young man wants to enter into the eternal life that God offers to everyone.  ‘If you want to enter into life, and you do’ is the full meaning of the statement.


c.  The word ‘life’ without the adjective ‘eternal’ doesn’t change what life is being discussed by the man and Jesus.  The young man identified what kind of life he meant by using the adjective eternal.  Jesus speaks of the same ‘life’ without having to be redundant and repeat the adjective ‘eternal’.  This ‘life’ cannot refer to this life, since the man had already entered into this human life.  Jesus is talking about entering a future life, and the only future life is the eternal life God offers.

4.  “keep the commandments.’”

a.  Jesus then states the condition on which entering into God’s life and eternal kingdom is predicated—a person must keep the commandments.


b.  This means that the person must keep all 613 commandments in the Mosaic Law without a single failure.  These commandments were given to show the Jews their sinfulness.  The inability to keep a single commandment a single time meant that a person had not kept the commandments.  By one failure to keep a single commandment, this command of Jesus is disobeyed, and therefore, the person is disqualified from doing all that is required to have eternal life.


c.  God gave the Jews an abundance of commandments, which He knew they could not and would not keep, so they would recognize their state of sinfulness and believe in Him as their savior.  The Jewish arrogance was always the problem of thinking they could obey God in all things at all times without failure.  God gave them these commandments to show them how wrong they were, and how much they needed a savior.


d.  So Jesus is demanding perfection in this young man, which he does not have and cannot attain, though he doesn’t realize it.  Jesus has laid before him a standard of perfection, which the young man believes he has, but does not, as Jesus will shortly prove by making one more demand on him.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Our Lord’s reply did not focus on salvation.  He forced the young man to think seriously about the word good that he had used in addressing Jesus.  If anyone could keep the commandments, he certainly would enter into life.  But no one can keep God’s Law perfectly.  ‘Therefore by the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the Law is the knowledge of sin’ (Rom 3:20).  Jesus did not introduce the Law to show the young man how to be saved, but to show him that he needed to be saved.”


b.  “Jesus played on the word ‘good’ to bring this man to a realization of His deity, and used the commandments to bring him to a realization of his spiritual need, so that he could be justified by faith.  Had he recognized Jesus as God his search for eternal life would have been over.”


c.  “Jesus apparently is probing the young man to see why he is not satisfied with the obvious Jewish answer to his question, namely, that a person must do the good things that the only good God has already commanded.  Jesus is not hinting at His deity.  Rather, He is diverting attention from the young man’s inadequate criteria for entering into life and focusing on the standard of divine goodness.”


d.  “The man has inquired about the good thing he should do in order to obtain eternal life, so Jesus takes up his term and asks why he speaks of the good thing.  This does not mean that Jesus agrees that people are saved by meritorious deeds.  At this point He is simply concerned with the man’s terminology and what it meant.  Clearly Jesus was bringing home to the inquirer the fact that he was not using his words carefully enough.  There are practically no examples in Jewish writings of a teacher being addressed as ‘Good’; the man was engaging in thoughtless flattery, and he had not considered the implications of the term he was using.  Now Jesus reminds him that there is only one who is really good and invites him to reflect on what he has just said.  Jesus simply asked the man to reflect on the implications of ‘good.’”


e.  “Jesus is not a teacher who instructs men as to how to obtain salvation by their own efforts.  If that is what this man wants, God has already told him what to do [keep the commandments].”

� BDAG, p. 292, meaning 2.b.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 72). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 19:16–Lk 18:24a). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 297). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (pp. 489–490). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.


� Lenski, p. 749





2
4

