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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the particle of attention IDOU, which means “behold, notice, pay attention.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “a certain one.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come to.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a certain person produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after coming to.”

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the certain person produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“And behold, a certain one, after coming to Him, said,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “Teacher.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what?”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good thing.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: shall I do.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a potential fact. This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “shall.”


The active voice indicates that the certain person will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and an indefinite clause where the action is expected to take place in the future.

“‘Teacher, what good thing shall I do,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces purpose clauses and is translated “in order that.”  Next we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: I might have.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire potential future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the certain man might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal life.”

“in order that I might have eternal life?’”
Mt 19:16 corrected translation
“And behold, a certain one, after coming to Him, said, ‘Teacher, what good thing shall I do, in order that I might have eternal life?’”
Mk 10:17, “And as He was going forth on the journey, someone, after running up to and knelling down before Him, asked Him, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do, in order that I might inherit eternal life?’”

Lk 18:18, “And a certain ruler asked Him, saying, ‘Good Teacher, after doing what will I inherit eternal life?’”

Explanation:
1.  “And behold, a certain one, after coming to Him, said,”

a.  Matthew continues the narrative with another significant event in the life of our Lord to which he wishes to draw our attention.  This story is significant because it relates to the nature of how to obtain eternal life and how difficult it is for some people to do so.  It is also significant because the story is mentioned by all three Synoptic writers.


b.  The unbeliever in this story is called “a certain one” or “a certain man” or “a certain person,” but he is never named.  We see from Luke’s account that this man was a ruler of some type.  What or who he ruled is never mentioned.  At the end of the story we will see that he is also very rich. Thus this incident is often called the story of the rich young ruler.


c.  Matthew tells us that the first thing this man does is come to Jesus and speak to Him, as does Luke, but Mark gives us the detail that the man runs up to Jesus and falls down on his knees before Him.  The man at least recognizes the spiritual authority of Jesus by kneeling before Him.  He may or may not recognize Jesus’ deity, but this alone will not save him.  He knows he needs salvation and must do something to obtain it.  He has come to the right Source for the answer to the most important question in life.

2.  “‘Teacher, what good thing shall I do,”

a.  The man recognizes Jesus’ spiritual authority by calling Him ‘Teacher’, which is a title we have seen before in Mt 8:19 by a scribe, Mt 12:38 by scribes and Pharisees, Mk 4:38 by the disciples.  The term is a term of respect, but not necessarily a recognition of deity.


b.  The man then asks about ‘what good thing’ as though there is one good thing that God requires him to do in life.  The man believes there is one good thing above all others that God demands of us in order to have an eternal relationship with Him.


c.  The ‘good thing’ this man is thinking in terms of is some good thing in the realm of human works, human good, something that man is able to do to please God and receive the reward of eternal life.  This man is not thinking in terms of faith, but in terms of human ability.

3.  “in order that I might have eternal life?’”

a.  The man then indicates that purpose for doing this one good thing.  That purpose is that he might have eternal life.  The man asks the right question, but with the wrong preconceived assumption that eternal life is obtained from God because of works which we have done.


b.  There is one thing that a person must do in order to have eternal life and that one thing is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, to believe that He came to bear our sins and be judged for us, that believing in Him we might have eternal life.  The one thing God requires of us is faith alone in Christ alone.  Salvation is a gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast about the one thing they have done to obtain eternal life.


c.  This man knew that he had to do something, but thought it involved one great deed on his part rather than one great deed on the part of God.  God expects no great deed on our part.  He does all the work of salvation and then gives it to us as a gift from Himself, because of our faith in Him rather than ourselves.  This man had faith in himself, in what is was able to do, but did not have faith alone in what God would do for him.


d.  Notice that this man recognizes that there is such a thing as eternal life, and that that eternal life can be obtained in this life.  Jesus never challenges the man’s belief in the existence of eternal life.  The nature of this eternal life is assumed correctly to be a life with God forever, and a life that occurs after the death of this present life.


e.  This question is the essential question that every man must ask and for which we must answer to God.  Every person would like to have eternal life, and the world has an abundance of wrong answers to this most important question.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the only person to provide the right answer to this question and it was stated to the Philippian jailer by Paul and Silas in Acts 16:31, “Then they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and so you and your household will be saved.’”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When we combine the facts, we learn that this man was rich, young, and a ruler—probably the ruler of a synagogue.  We can certainly commend this young man for coming publicly to Christ and asking about external matters.  He seemed to have no ulterior motive and was willing to listen and learn.  The man was obviously sincere, though his approach to salvation was centered on works and not faith. But this was to be expected among the Jews of that day.  However, in spite of his position in society, his morality, and his religion, he felt a definite need for something more.”


b.  “This ruler was not asking how he could earn salvation.  Instead, he wondered how he could be assured of entering Messiah’s kingdom.  He wanted to know what ‘good thing’ (work) would demonstrate that he was righteous and therefore qualified for the kingdom.”


c.  “The man’s thinking was clear; for he recognized that the ultimate issue for every man is eternal life, not the earthly Kingdom of Heaven for which the majority of Jews hankered.”


d.  “What the rich man calls ‘eternal life,’ however, Jesus calls the ‘kingdom’ (verse 23) and the disciples call being ‘saved’ (verse 25).  In light of the synonyms, eternal life must have both temporal and qualitative aspects to it.  There is no indication that this man is trying to trap Jesus.  His question may well be genuine, revealing his own sense of some personal inadequacy.”


e.  “The man inquired how he could have life eternal.  His ‘what good thing shall I do?’ shows that he was firmly of the opinion that the way into life with God is the path of doing good in some form.  His problem apparently was that, although he had paid strict attention to the commands of God, he still felt that he was coming short in some way.  He apparently thought that there must be something he could do to make good the deficiency of which he was so conscious.  He may have been unsure of what good is essentially, what the nature of the good that God demands is.  Or he may have been convinced that the way into the eternal life he sought was through some outstandingly meritorious action, and he was not conscious of having performed any such action, or at least any that would merit the reward of life eternal.  By this he clearly meant life in the age to come, life in the final kingdom that God would set up.  He was sure that entrance to eternal life was within his grasp, if he only knew how to go about it.”
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