John 1:1
Matthew 19:14



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to let, allow, permit.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun PAIDION, meaning “the children.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb KWLUW, which means “to hinder from doing something.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: coming.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the children will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to Me.”

“Then Jesus said, ‘Let the children and do not hinder them from coming to Me;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the possessive genitive from the neuter plural article and qualitative demonstrative pronoun TOIOUTOS, meaning “belongs to such as these.”
  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which is used “to belong to; to denote a possessor.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that permanently exists.


The active voice indicates that the kingdom of the heavens produces the state of belonging to such as these.



The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA plus the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the kingdom of the heavens.”

“for the kingdom of the heavens belongs to such as these.’”
Mt 19:14 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said, ‘Let the children and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of the heavens belongs to such as these.’”
Mk 10:14-15, “However, after seeing [this], Jesus was indignant and said to them, ‘Permit the very young children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter into it.’”

Lk 18:16-17, “However, Jesus invited them [the babies], saying, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God is the possession of such as these.  Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will absolutely not enter into it.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus said, ‘Let the children and do not hinder them from coming to Me;”

a.  After Jesus sees and hears the disciples rebukes the parents for wasting Jesus’ time and bothering Him with their children, the Lord orders the disciples to leave the parents alone and allow the children to come to Him.


b.  The two commands are directed at all the disciples.  They all participated in this rebuke, and so, they all receive a rebuke from the Lord.


c.  The Lord’s words indicate the importance He gives to children coming to Him, whether their faith is virtually invisible as with a baby or their faith is overwhelming as in the case of David as a boy.  God wants children to be saved, cared for, blessed, and healed as much as any other soul God has created.


d.  We are not told the immediate reaction of the disciples, but we can be certain they stopped in their tracks and didn’t utter another word.  We don’t know how long it took for Jesus to bless and pray over all these children, but the disciples got to ‘cool their heels’ as they waited for Jesus to see each and every child.  No one was turned away.


e.  The application of this statement by the Lord for us today is that we are responsible for bringing the message and life of our Lord to our children.  Parents are responsible for the evangelization of their children, and it begins from the time they can understand language.

2.  “for the kingdom of the heavens belongs to such as these.’”

a.  Jesus then gives the reason why we are not to hinder children from coming to Him.  The kingdom of the heavens belongs to children.  All children are entitled to residence in the kingdom of heaven.  How does that work?


b.  All children that do not reach the age of accountability for their thoughts, speech, and actions are automatically saved and are members of God’s kingdom.  So what is the age of accountability?  It is different in every society, culture, or family group.  The age of accountability is directly related to when the child can understand the difference between good and bad, good and evil, right and wrong, etc. and can be held accountable for their thoughts, decisions, and actions.  In some cases that might be as early as ten years old, in other societies it might be as old as twenty.  In Jewish society thirteen was considered the age of accountability for the boy.  He became a ‘man’ on his 13th birthday.


c.  By the time of the age of accountability a child can understand that God exists, God loves them, and God wants them to believe in Him and be saved.  Children with this simple faith are saved.  Children who have never heard this message are automatically saved, if they have never reached the age of being accountable for discerning good from evil.  It would be unfair of God to condemn children that have never heard the gospel and know nothing of good versus evil.  Therefore, children who die before reaching the age of accountability are automatically saved by God.  Infants who die without having a chance to believe are automatically saved by God.


d.  So those children who never get to the point of having faith and those with the simplest faith are entitled to eternal life in the kingdom of heaven.


e.  These children, then, are the object lesson for adults, who only need the same childlike faith to enter God’s kingdom.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The kingdom of heaven is not limited to adults who might be considered to be worth more than children.  Anyone who comes to the Lord in faith is a worthy subject for the kingdom.  This implies that Jesus had time for all the children, for He did not depart from the region till He had blessed them all.”


b.  “A child’s faith is utterly reliant on the object of that faith; this is the faith that saves.  Note well that the term is childlike—not childish—faith.  This teaching relates particularly to the doctrine of salvation and any institution which so complicates the message of salvation that it is beyond the grasp of a child is clearly wrong.  God designed the gospel to be simple so that it did not exclude anybody; man has a tendency to sophisticate so as to satisfy his own ego.  In this teaching Jesus warned the Church to leave the gospel the way that God delivered it: simple, so simple that a child can understand.”


c.  “‘Such as these’ shows that all children are not automatically saved [So infants who die burn in the lake of fire forever?  You’re an idiot.], but rather all those of any age who come to God with a childlike attitude—recognizing their utter dependence on their Heavenly Father.  Jesus’ special concern for these children suggests that Christians should highly prize their young people.  Child evangelism should remain a priority, especially in light of children’s particular openness to the gospel.  Believers ought to treat their children as special recipients of God’s love even prior to their conscious commitment to Christ rather than emphasizing their lostness.”


d.  “This expression means that the kingdom is made up of people like these little ones, or perhaps that the kingdom belongs to people like them.  Either way Jesus is asserting that children are important.  The attitude of the disciples toward them was all wrong.”

� BDAG, p. 157, meaning 5.


� BDAG, p. 580, meaning 1.a.


� BDAG, p. 1010, meaning c.a.


� BDAG, p. 285, meanings 9 and 10.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew, in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 64). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999 Ministries.). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 19:13–Lk 18:17). Dallas, TX: 3E 


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 295). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (p. 487). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.





2
2

