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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that eunuchs produce the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun EUNOUCHOS, which means “eunuchs.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular noun KOILIA plus the possessive genitive from the feminine singular noun MĒTĒR, meaning “from the mother’s womb.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that this type of eunuch received the action of being born.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “thus, so, in this manner; this way.”

“For there are eunuchs who were born this way from the mother’s womb;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that eunuchs produce the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun EUNOUCHOS, which means “eunuchs.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  Next we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EUNOUCHIZW, which means “to be emasculated.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that this type of eunuch received the action of being emasculated or castrated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “by men.”

“and there are eunuchs who were emasculated by men;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that eunuchs produce the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun EUNOUCHOS, which means “eunuchs.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.” This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EUNOUCHIZW, which means “to be emasculated.”
The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this type of eunuch produced the action of castrating themselves.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object form the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “themselves.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA plus the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “for the sake of the kingdom of the heavens.”

“and there are eunuchs who emasculated themselves for the sake of the kingdom of the heavens.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The article functions as the third person singular personal pronoun with an embedded relative pronoun, meaning “The one who” or simply “He who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a timeless fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘He who’ = any person) producing the action.

With this we have the present active infinitive of the verb CHWREW, which means “to accept.”


The present tense is an aoristic present.


The active voice indicates that any person is capable of accepting what is being said.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

There is no direct object in the Greek, but English grammar requires one, such as the word “[this].”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active imperative of the verb CHWREW, which means “to accept.”


The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that any person is able to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Again, there is no direct object in the Greek, but English grammar requires one, such as the word “[it].”  

“He who is able to accept [this], must accept [it].’”

Mt 19:12 corrected translation
“For there are eunuchs who were born this way from the mother’s womb; and there are eunuchs who were emasculated by men; and there are eunuchs who emasculated themselves for the sake of the kingdom of the heavens.  He who is able to accept [this], must accept [it].’”
Explanation:
1.  “For there are eunuchs who were born this way from the mother’s womb;”

a.  The Lord continues with a series of examples to show that some men have been given the ability to accept the concept of never being married.  There some men who cannot accept the idea of marriage being permanent.  Here are some examples of those types of men.  Those types of men are three types of eunuchs.  Eunuchs are the type of men that should reject the idea of marriage and the permanency of marriage.  All normal men should accept God’s standard for marriage.


b.  The first example is the eunuch who was born without testicles.  This man is incapable of having sex for its intended purpose and thus should not marry.  God made the decision in the womb that this man would not and should not marry.

2.  “and there are eunuchs who were emasculated by men;”

a.  The second example is the eunuch who is in charge of a king’s harem.  This man has a special responsibility in life, which requires his emasculation so he is not tempted in the area of sexual sins.


b.  This type of eunuch is castrated by man without the involvement of God.  And in his case there is also a special purpose for his emasculation.  He accepts a life without marriage.

3.  “and there are eunuchs who emasculated themselves for the sake of the kingdom of the heavens.”

a.  The third example is the ‘eunuch’ or person who emasculates themselves for the sake of serving God in some special way.  This person gives up the opportunity for marriage in order to better serve God in this life.


b.  There are two types of ‘eunuchs’ in this category of eunuch.



(1)  The literal ‘eunuch’ who actually has themselves castrated, so they are never tempted in the area of sexual sins.  The Church Father Origen is the classic example.



(2)  The metaphorical ‘eunuch’ who willingly never marries or has sex of any kind, in order to serve God without the distractions of sex or marriage.  Paul is an example of this type of eunuch.
4.  “He who is able to accept [this], must accept [it].’”

a.  Not all people can accept this last statement, for most men want to get married and have sex.  This command extends to all believers.  The command is to accept the standard for marriage, if we married or intend to get married, and to accept the standard of celibacy, if we decide not to get married.  Not everyone can accept these two divine standards, but we are commanded to do so.


b.  However, some men can and do accept the idea of dedicating their life to God and never marrying.  Paul addressed this concept in:

1 Cor 7:1, “Now concerning the things about which you wrote; it is morally unobjectionable for a man not to get married.”

1 Cor 7:7-8, “However, I wish that all men could be as also myself.  But each believer has his own spiritual gift from God, the one in one way, the other in another way.  But I say to the unmarried and to the widows that [it is] advantageous for them, if they remain as I am.”

1 Cor 7:26, “Therefore I consider this to be advantageous because of the present distress that [it is] better for a man to be in this manner [unmarried].”

1 Cor 7:35, “Now I am saying this for your own benefit, not in order that I might throw a noose on you but for the purpose of the noble and devoted service to the Lord without distraction.”

1 Cor 7:38, “So both the man who marries his fiancée does well, and the man who does not marry will do better.”
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In Mt 19:12, Jesus made it clear that each man (and woman) must consider God’s will concerning marriage.  Some people should not get married because of physical or emotional problems from birth.  Others should not get married because of their responsibilities in society; they have been ‘made eunuchs by man.’  An only child who must care for aged parents might be an example of this category.  Some, like the Apostle Paul, stay single that they might better serve the Lord (1 Cor 7:7).”


b.  “Just as God creates a few people without fully functioning sexual organs, and just as men sometimes are castrated (most commonly in biblical days with the officials who superintended a royal harem—Acts 8:27), so also God enables certain individuals to remain celibate even though they could engage in sex if they so chose.  Eunuchs because of the kingdom of heaven voluntarily accept a celibate life-style in order to be better able to devote their whole lives to God’s work.”


c.  “Jesus illustrates by referring to eunuchs.  To belong to this group of people is not normally regarded as highly desirable, but Jesus points out that there are some who from their mother’s womb have been in this state; they have never had sexual capacity.  This does not refer necessarily to literal eunuchs, men who have been physically castrated, but to those with a genetic defect.  The second category does refer to castration.  In the world of the first century quite a few men had been emasculated by people in high places.  This might be done as a punishment, or to provide safe people to work in harems and the like.  Jesus goes on to point out that there are some who made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake.  Through the centuries there have always been some who have foregone the delights of marriage in order that they may discharge specific tasks for the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus Himself was not married, nor was John the Baptist.  But through the centuries many have turned their backs on all that marriage means so they could pursue their particular vocation in the service of God.  Jesus is not saying that this is a higher calling than others or that all His followers should seek to serve in this way; that would be a contradiction of His appeal to Gen 1–2.  He is simply saying that the claims of the kingdom override all other claims and that some are called to serve in the path of celibacy (just as others are called to serve in marriage).  There is no one path of service, but whatever a person’s calling is, grace will be given so that that calling may be fulfilled.  And in this context it means that grace will be given to those called to serve God in the married state so that they will be able to fulfil their calling.  He invites his hearers to accept the teaching as they have the ability.”


d.  “Jesus mentions the first two classes of eunuchs only in order to cast light on another class, which He intends to call ‘eunuchs’, namely in a spiritual sense.  These ‘spiritual eunuchs’ are believers.  As they have done with other natural desires, so they have put the desire of sex under complete subjection because of their spiritual life in the kingdom.  This gift is not celibacy but self-control for spiritual ends.”
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