John 1:1
Matthew 18:4



 is the inferential/consequential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb TAPEINOW, which means “to humble.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “himself.”  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as; like.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun PAIDION with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this child.”

“Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one; this person.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this person produces the state of being something.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and comparative form of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “the greater one.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive of the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in the kingdom of the heavens.”

“this one is the greater one in the kingdom of the heavens.”
Mt 18:4 corrected translation
“Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child, this one is the greater one in the kingdom of the heavens.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child,”

a.  Based on the requirement to change and become child-like, Jesus continues to explain what that change necessitates.  The person must humble themselves like the humility of a little child.


b.  The subject “whoever” is directed at the unbeliever, because the Lord’s statement does not apply to those who have already made this change and humbled themselves.  The direct application of this teaching is to Judas Iscariot and anyone else who has not yet believed that Jesus is the Christ.


c.  All the disciples who have believed in Jesus are going to be in the kingdom with the rest of the believers of history.  Humility is a key characteristic of being a believer.  That humility is seen in Paul’s statement that “we are saved through grace and that not of ourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  Eternal salvation of the soul requires a change in attitude from arrogance to humility.  That change in thinking is a critical component that accompanies faith in Christ.  Arrogance does not mix with faith.  Humility mixes well with faith.  And since the disciples are already saved (except Judas), they need to maintain their humility and not let their arrogance get out of control.  They are going to enter the kingdom, but must do so with humility rather than arrogance.

2.  “this one is the greater one in the kingdom of the heavens.”

a.  Then the Lord answers the question of the disciples about who is the greater of them in the future kingdom.  The greater person is the person with this child-like humility.  It is the person who does not think more highly of themselves than they ought to think.


b.  This is the same principle as the first shall be last and the last shall be first, using a different metaphor (the example of a little child).  The greatest person in the kingdom is the King, the Lord Jesus Christ.  The greater people in the kingdom will be those who the humility of little children.


c.  This statement also indicates that there will be degrees of greatness among believers in the kingdom of our Lord with the implication that this is true in the eternal state as well.  This is confirmed by the eternal rewards mentioned in the New Testament (crown of glory, crown of righteousness; gold, silver, precious stones; etc.)

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “An unspoiled child has the characteristics that make for humility: trust, dependence, the desire to make others happy, an absence of boasting or selfish desire to be greater than others.  By nature, all of us are rebels who want to be celebrities instead of servants. It takes a great deal of teaching for us to learn the lessons of humility.”


b.  “He told the disciples a change in their thinking was necessary. Greatness in the kingdom was not based on great works or words, but on childlike humility of spirit.”


c.  “First you have to be saved, and only then is rank obtained; second, rank is obtained through humility, a true humility which is even demonstrated in one’s relationship with the most insignificant person.”


d.  “Humbles himself does not refer to an arbitrary asceticism or a phony false modesty; it does not describe a character-trait, but the acceptance of an inferior position (as Jesus did, Phil. 2:8, where the same phrase is used).”


e.  “This humility cannot be a subjective attitude (children rarely act humbly) but an objective state (children do depend almost entirely on the adult world for their protection and provision).  Jesus ascribes to little children great value, but here His more immediate point is that would-be disciples must share their condition of utter dependence, in this case, on God.  Without a recognition of one’s fundamental inability to save oneself and without a subsequent complete reliance on God’s mercy, no one can enter the kingdom of heaven.  Conversely, those who most clearly perceive their helplessness and who respond accordingly are the greatest in the kingdom.”


f.  “That humility is foremost in Jesus’ mind is now made clear.  Whoever makes the following statement quite general; what Jesus says is of universal relevance.  And He does not think of any quality in the child other than humility.  We should not take this to mean ‘humbles himself as this little child humbles himself’ but rather ‘humbles himself until he becomes like this little child.’  Humility was a quality Jesus himself displayed (Phil 2:8) and which He looks for in his own.  It is not a quality that comes easily and naturally to people; a person must work at being really humble.  In first-century Judaism children were unimportant.  They could not fight, they could not lead, they had not had time to acquire worldly wisdom, they could not pile up riches; they counted for very little.  Thus when Jesus says that his followers must humble themselves as this little child, he was not uttering a truism, but making a most unexpected pronouncement.   The kingdom of heaven is not like earthly kingdoms.  In earthly kingdoms military might or earthly wealth is what counts.  It is the ability to overthrow others or to outsmart them or to outbid them that matters. The person who asserts himself is the one who gets on.  But Jesus’ kingdom is quite different.  Paradoxically it is the person who is like the little child who is the greatest.  Being in the kingdom does not mean entering a competition for the supreme place, but engaging in lowly service.  True greatness consists not in receiving service but in giving it.  We should not overlook the fact that this implies reliance on the love and the grace of God.  Jesus does not emphasize these qualities at this point, but they are implied . The little child can do nothing to bring about his status; all that the child is and has comes from someone else.  Jesus’ followers are not great achievers in the kingdom of heaven.  For all that they have and all that they are they depend on the heavenly Father.”
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