John 1:1
Matthew 18:35



 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “Thus; So; In this manner.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Father.”  With this we have the appositional nominative masculine singular article and adjective OURANIOS, meaning “heavenly.”  Next we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“So My heavenly Father will also do to you,”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and it may or may not happen, be true, etc.  Then we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to forgive.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer does not produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and a subjunctive of emphatic negation.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “each of you.”  The word ‘you’ comes from the second person plural of the verb.  Then we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his brother.”  Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin or source from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from your hearts.”  Note the plural.

“if each of you does not forgive his brother from your hearts.’”
Mt 18:35 corrected translation
“So My heavenly Father will also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your hearts.’”
Explanation:
1.  “So My heavenly Father will also do to you,”

a.  The Lord comes to His grand conclusion and application of this parable to His followers.  He is addressing Peter (and the disciples—the word ‘you’ is plural), answering the question about forgiving a brother (fellow-believer).  The word “So” indicates that manner in which this forgiveness is to be given.  Forgiveness is to be given in the same manner as the king forgave in the parable.  He forgave all that could be forgiven, so that there was nothing left to forgive to someone humbly asking for forgiveness.


b.  The example of forgiveness in the Trinity is God the Father, the heavenly Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  All members of the Trinity have equal forgiveness, since they all have equal essence and attributes.  But the Father is set forth as the example, because of what He will forgive as a result of the sacrifice of our Lord on the Cross.  The Father will forgive (and has forgiven) all the sins of all mankind throughout all human history, because all sins past, present and future of all people were imputed to the physical body of our Lord Jesus on the Cross and He was judged as a substitute for us.  2 Cor 5:21, “The One who did not know sin, He was made sin as a substitute for us, in order that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”


c.  On the one hand the king in the parable is the example or illustration of the God of forgiveness.  But on the other hand the king in the parable is also the example or illustration of the God of Justice, who visits on the evil person their just and eternal punishment.  The Lord’s heavenly Father will also do to the evil person what the king in the story did to the evil slave/servant.  For the believer in Christ this refers to permanent loss of eternal rewards, but not loss of eternal life; for we have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and that sealing cannot by undone.  For the unbeliever this refers to permanent loss of anything we might call ‘life’; for the unbeliever suffers the second ‘death’—an eternal life in the lake of fire, which is no ‘life’ worth living.

2.  “if each of you does not forgive his brother from your hearts.’”

a.  Finally, the Lord puts a condition on this judgment from God the Father.  The condition is a third class condition (EAN), which indicates that human volition is involved in producing the action.  This may or may not happen, depending on the volitional decision of each person and each situation requiring forgiveness.


b.  The subject “each of you” not only includes all the disciples whom Jesus is addressing by individualizes the personal responsibility of each person by use of the word “each.”  Every individual is personally responsible for their own requirement to forgive others.  To whom much forgiveness has been given, much forgiveness is required.


c.  If we make the decision to not forgive, then we should expect the consequences of judgment from the justice of God.  The Supreme Court of Heaven does not tolerate lack of forgiveness of others.  Believers have a standard of forgiveness unknown in the world of unbelievers.  Total depravity knows nothing of true forgiveness from the heart.


d.  The phrase “his brother” does not confine this standard of forgiveness to only believers in Christ; for our Lord set the standard of forgiveness on Cross, when He said, “Father, forgive them…”  The word “them” certainly did not refer to the few believers listening (John and Mary for example), but to the Centurion, the four soldiers, the scribes and Pharisees taunting Him, and the people passing by going into and out of the city.  Jesus’ standard is the forgiveness of everyone who wrongs us.


e.  The final phrase “from your hearts” indicates that this is to be a genuine and true forgiveness from every facet of our soul, our thinking, our memory, our frame of reference, etc.  No part of our soul, thinking, memory or attitude is to retain the idea of retribution for a wrong done to us.  Our standard is forgive and forget.  We are to hold no grudges, remember no wrongs, plan no retaliation, wait for what goes around to come around, or think any thought other than genuine and total forgiveness from every part of our soul.



(1)  Mt 6:14-15, “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; however, if you do not forgive men, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”



(2)  Mk 11:25, “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone [and you do], in order that your Father in the heavens may also forgive you your wrongdoings.”



(3)  Lk 17:4, “And if he sins against you seven times during the day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I apologize,’ forgive him.’”



(4)  Col 3:13, “putting up with one another and forgiving each other.  If anyone has a complaint, just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].”



(5)  Eph 4:32, “But become kind, compassionate toward one another, by forgiving each other, just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Our Lord’s warning is serious.  He did not say that God saves only those who forgive others.  The theme of this parable is forgiveness between brothers, not salvation for lost sinners.  Jesus warned us that God cannot forgive us if we do not have humble and repentant hearts.  We reveal the true condition of our hearts by the way we treat others.  When our hearts are humble and repentant, we will gladly forgive our brothers.  But where there is pride and a desire for revenge, there can be no true repentance [change of mind]; and this means God cannot forgive.  It is not enough to receive God’s forgiveness, or even the forgiveness of others.  We must experience that forgiveness in our hearts so that it humbles us and makes us gentle and forgiving toward others.  The servant in the parable did not have a deep experience of forgiveness and humility. He was simply glad to be ‘off the hook.’”


b.  “The Lord was teaching that forgiveness ought to be in direct proportion to the amount forgiven.  The first servant had been forgiven all, and he in turn should have forgiven all. A child of God has had all his sins forgiven by faith in Jesus Christ.  Therefore when someone sins against him, he ought to be willing to forgive … from the heart no matter how many times the act occurs.”


c.  “As a believer escapes eternal judgment for his sins, this verse cannot teach that a believer who does not forgive a fellow Christian’s sins will be cast into Hell, but rather that unforgiving Christians will, like debtors in debtors’ prison, suffer in this life.”


d.  “[The phrase] from your heart excludes all casuistry [excuse and justification] and legalism.”


e.  “Jesus sees no incongruity in the actions of a heavenly Father who forgives so bountifully and punishes so ruthlessly, and neither should we.  Indeed, it is precisely because He is a God of such compassion and mercy that He cannot possibly accept as His those devoid of compassion and mercy.”
  (Quoting D.A. Carson.)

f.  “The lesson that is driven home is that the followers of Jesus must each (the word is important; there are no exceptions) forgive.  And the final expression brings home the truth that we must forgive wholeheartedly, not grudgingly.  It is easy to skimp on forgiveness, refraining from outward evidence of an unforgiving heart but nursing up [continuing to hold] a grudge against one who has offended us.”


g.  “Jesus adds that this remission must be genuine and not a remission spoken by the lips alone.  God sees the heart; He Himself remits from the heart, and He can be satisfied with no pretense on our part.”
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