John 1:1
Matthew 17:22



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  With this we have a genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive masculine plural present passive participle of the verb SUSTREPHW, which means “to gather up, to bring together; to be gathered, to gather, to come together.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples received the action of being gathered.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle being coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “while they were gathered together.”

With this we have the genitive ‘subject’ of the participle from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, which means “in Galilee.”

“Now while they were gathered together in Galilee,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“Jesus said to them,”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to; to be destined.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now about to take place.


The active voice indicates the Son of Man is going to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity or relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  Next we have the present passive infinitive of the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to be delivered over.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now about to take place.


The passive voice indicates the Son of Man is going to receive the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, completing the action of the main verb MELLW.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive of the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “into the hands of men.” 

“‘The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men;”
Mt 17:22 corrected translation
“Now while they were gathered together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men;”
Mk 9:30-31, “And from there, after going out, they went through Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know.  For He was teaching His disciples and saying to them, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered over into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after being killed, after three days He will rise up.’”
Lk 9:44, “Put these words into your ears; for the Son of Man is destined to be delivered into the hands of men.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now while they were gathered together in Galilee,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the life of Jesus by transitioning to an event that happened not long after the mount of transfiguration episode.


b.  The traveling seminary team had reassembled on the bottom of the mountain of transfiguration were a father’s son was healed from demon-induced epilepsy.  After this event Jesus and the disciples were gathered together again in Galilee, which suggests that they had returned to Capernaum, where they were able to check in with their families and reassure them that they were still safe from the clutches of Herod Antipas.

2.  “Jesus said to them,”

a.  Being back in enemy territory, the Lord feels the need to warn them again about what is going to happen to Him in the near future.


b.  What Jesus says is another prophetic statement about His personal future.  He is doing everything He can to prepare them for what must take place, so they are not shocked by the coming events, even though the brutality of what will take place is shocking.

3.  “‘The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men;”

a.  The title Son of Man is consistently used by Jesus to refer to Himself.  We would use the first person personal pronoun “I,” while He preferred to refer to Himself by this title, emphasizing His human nature.  They believed He was the divine Son of God, but He constantly reminded them that He was also true humanity.


b.  The verb MELLW, meaning that something is about to take place, indicates this is prophecy.  Every prophecy that Jesus made concerning Himself was absolutely fulfilled to the nth degree, that is, to its fullest.


c.  The prophecy here is that Jesus will be delivered over into the hands of men.  To be delivered over means to be arrested with all the brutality that accompanies being arrested—being manhandled, roughly treated, beaten, and verbally abused.  The ‘men’ into whose hands Jesus is delivered over include (1) the Jewish leadership, composed of the former and current high priest plus the Sanhedrin, and (2) the Roman authorities.  All this is explained and fulfilled in the rest of Matthew’s narrative.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “For a second time, Jesus mentioned His death and resurrection.”


b.  “Again the Lord reminded the disciples that He was to be betrayed.  One could never say that death took Jesus by surprise.”


c.  “Repeating this prophecy emphasized the imminence of Jesus’ death and the consequent imminence of the commencement of the apostles’ ministry.  The miracle Jesus had just performed naturally left everyone in a state of euphoria (Lk 9:43), so He found it necessary to remind His disciples that this had not altered anything, but that His death was just that much closer.”


d.  “The word gathering is unusual, and suggests a rendezvous, perhaps after the return of the small group from the mountain, but more probably the assembling of the group of disciples who were together to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Passover, where Jesus’ predictions would be fulfilled.”


e.  “The scene shifts again.   Jesus and the disciples are back in Galilee, apparently near Capernaum (see Mt 17:24).  Matthew recounts Jesus’ second passion prediction as an abbreviated version of Mt 16:21.  No distinctively new information emerges, but Jesus phrases this prediction so as to contrast the ‘Son of Man’ with other ‘men.’”


f.  “Matthew has already twice recorded Jesus’ prediction that He will be killed in Jerusalem and once that He will rise again (Mt 16:21; 17:12; the frequent statement that this is the second prediction of the passion is thus inaccurate).  This passion prediction took place as they were gathering in Galilee.  Matthew does not tell us who they were, but we must believe that the words were spoken to the Twelve.  It is highly unlikely that Jesus would have given teaching like this to people outside the inner circle.  That they were gathering in Galilee tells us that it took place before Jesus moved to Judea.  Jesus apparently did not wait for them all to assemble (it was not ‘when they had gathered’).  No reason is given for His choice of time and place; Matthew simply records the prediction.  He tells us that Jesus took the initiative; for there is no indication that He was replying to a question or a remark that any of the disciples made.  He began with the Son of man, His normal way of referring to Himself in the fulfilment of His messianic vocation [mission].  The Son of man will be delivered, where will be is an action that necessarily follows a divine decree is destined, must, will certainly.  The passive is often taken as ‘the divine passive,’ signifying that it is really God who delivers Him up, a truth that Paul brings out (Rom 8:32).  This delivering up will be into the hands of men, where the verb perhaps is used in the more or less technical sense of handing over to the courts.  The arresting officers are not defined and the whole prediction is left very general.  But it is plain enough that Jesus says that He will be given over into the power of those who are no more than men.”


g.  “The strange thing will happen that He who is ‘the Son of man,’ true man and yet more than man, namely God’s very Son, shall be placed into the murderous power of mere ‘men’.  And even God will not intervene.”
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