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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the genitive masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus and the disciples produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after coming.”

Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OCHLOS, which means “to the crowd.”

“And after coming to the crowd,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROSERCHOMAI, meaning “to come to.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb GONUPETEW, which is a combination of the word GONU, meaning “knee” and PIPTW, meaning “to fall.”  The word means “to fall on one’s knees before someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the man produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”

“a man came to Him, falling on his knees before Him”
Mt 17:14 corrected translation
“And after coming to the crowd, a man came to Him, falling on his knees before Him”
Mk 9:14-17a, “And after coming to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them.  And immediately, the entire crowd, after seeing Him, was utterly amazed, and running up, they began to greet Him.  And He asked them, ‘What are you discussing with them?’  And a certain man from the crowd answered Him,…”

Lk 9:37-38a, “Then it happened on the next day [that], after they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met Him.  And behold a man from the crowd shouted,…”

Explanation:

1.  “And after coming to the crowd,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the life of Jesus with what happened after He and the three disciples came down from the mountain of transfiguration.


b.  After descending the mountain, the Lord joined the other nine disciples, and the Lord and His disciples were met by another crowd of people.  Jesus was extremely well known after three years of His public ministry and His disciples were probably recognized as they waited for two days, while Jesus and the other three disciples went up the mountain one day, remained overnight, and came down the mountain the next day.  During that two-day period word spread that Jesus was on the mountain and was coming back, and thus a crowd formed and was waiting on His return.  This crowd was primarily people from the city of Caesarea-Philippi.


c.  Mark tells us that the entire crowd was utterly amazed at seeing Jesus, but doesn’t describe why they were amazed.  He also fills in the details that an argument had begun between the scribes and Jesus’ nine disciples.

2.  “a man came to Him, falling on his knees before Him”

a.  All three gospel accounts describe this man, but never give his name (not giving a person’s name is typical, when the person is not a believer; believers are almost always described by name).  Jesus asked His nine disciples what they are arguing with the scribes about, and this man shouts out the answer.


b.  As he is shouting out the answer and/or explanation to Jesus he comes before Jesus and falls on his knees before the Lord.  This is obviously a sign of worship and adoration, which would thoroughly offend the scribes.  The man’s posture is not only a recognition of Jesus’ authority and spirituality (if not divinity—we don’t know exactly what the man was thinking as he did this), but a plea for grace and mercy.


c.  Jesus does not rebuke the man for his posture of worship (which surely inflamed the hatred of the scribes, who in no sense saw Jesus as divine).  Instead, Jesus accepts the man’s worship and recognition of His authority and willingly listens to his explanation and plea for help.


d.  It is important to recognize and remember that this man has done nothing wrong, is doing nothing wrong, and will do nothing wrong throughout this entire episode.  Therefore, when Jesus makes the declaration, “O! You unbelieving and perverted generation,” He is not addressing this man.  This man has done nothing deserving that rebuke.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We move from the mountain of glory to the valley of need.”


b.  “This event relates to the transfiguration by contrast; this is what the devil was doing in the valley while Christ was on the mountain top.  Luke tells us it took more than a day to descend from the mountain and to return to where the other nine disciples were.  The disciples remained in Caesarea Philippi or an adjacent village; for they were not camping out.  So we find that the thrill-seeking crowd had caught up with Jesus’ disciples, even though He had taken them aside to instruct them in private.”


c.  “When Moses came down from the mountain he was confronted by Israel’s apostasy (Ex 32); so on Jesus’ return from the mountain he enters a scene of spiritual conflict and unbelief.”


d.  “Matthew does not tell us where this incident happened; he simply says that they (evidently Jesus and the three) came to the crowd; Mark and Luke both note that it was a great crowd.  Matthew says that a man came to Jesus and fell on his knees, a piece of information found in this Gospel only.  The attitude is that of one who is respectful and who is seeking a favor.”
  ‘Favor’?  How about: ‘he is seeking help, grace, mercy, compassion, being in a helpless situation?’
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