John 1:1
Matthew 17:13



 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, which means “Then,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb SUNIĒMI, which means “to have an intelligent grasp of something that challenges one’s thinking or practice; to understand, comprehend something.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples.”

“Then the disciples understood”
 is the conjunction HOTI, which introduces indirect discourse and is translated “that.”  This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “about or concerning John.”  With this we have the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun BAPTISTĒS, meaning “the Baptist or baptizer.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to speak: He spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“that He spoke to them about John the Baptist.”
Mt 17:13 corrected translation
“Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them about John the Baptist.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the disciples understood”

a.  Matthew describes the next important thing that happened—the three disciples (Peter, James, and John) understood what Jesus meant.


b.  Jesus taught, the students understood.  It was not always easy for the disciples to ‘connect the dots’, but on this occasion they did.


c.  A simple principle of application is useful here.  We don’t always understand something the first time we hear or read it.  Repetition and clarification are often required for a full comprehension of some things, especially the spiritual things of God, many of which are beyond our comprehension.  For example, we know that God knows everything (for example, He has named every individual star, Ps 147:4, “He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them.”)  We understand the words, but cannot grasp the infinity of this thought.  Our finite minds cannot really comprehend the infinite or infinite ideas.  Another example: ‘God has always existed; there never was a time when He did not exist’.  How do we relate that thought to any frame of reference we might have?  We have no frame of reference for such an infinite idea.  Therefore, spiritual things have to be revealed and explained to the finite mind of man progressively, which is why we have an Old Testament and New Testament—the principle of progressive revelation.  God reveals Himself and His plan to us in stages or steps.  This is how we learn, building one idea on another.  This is how the disciples finally understood what Jesus was saying.
2.  “that He spoke to them about John the Baptist.”

a.  The actual content of what the disciples understood is now described by Matthew.  They understood that Jesus was talking about John the Baptist.


b.  John was the near fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy of the return of Elijah to prepare the way of the Lord.  (Elijah’s actual return in the Tribulation will be the far fulfillment of this prophecy.)  John was the one the leaders of Israel did not recognize as the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy; and John was the one to whom they did whatever they wished (arrested, imprisoned, and beheaded).


c.  The Jewish leaders’ rejection of John is described in Mt 11:7-14, which is also the previous teaching by Jesus that the disciples had in their frame of reference, “Now as these men were going, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see?  A reed shaken by the wind?  But what did you come out to see?  A man dressed in soft clothes?  Notice, those who wear soft things are in the houses of kings.  But what did you come out to see?  A prophet?  Yes I say to you, and more than a prophet.  his one is he concerning whom it stands written, ‘Behold, I am sending My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’  Truly I say to you; a greater [person] than John the Baptist has not appeared among the born of women; Yet the very least [person] in the kingdom of the heavens is greater than he. Yet from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of the heavens suffers violence, and violent men are claiming it.  For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John; and if you are willing to accept [it], he is Elijah, who is about to come.”


Notice that the last statement made by our Lord here is about the future coming of Elijah, the far fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When will Elijah come to restore all things? Some people believe that Elijah will be one of the ‘two witnesses’ whose ministry is described in Revelation 11.  Others believe that the prophecy was fulfilled in the ministry of John the Baptist, so that there will be no future coming of Elijah.”
  The Lord’s statement in Mt 11:14, ‘Elijah, who is about to come’ refutes the idea that Malachi’s prophecy is fulfilled completely in the ministry of John, so that there will be no future coming of Elijah.  This means that Elijah must be one of the two witnesses.

b.  “Following the explanation came understanding, though it is not easy for us to see how Jesus’ words would convey to the disciples the information that He had been speaking of John the Baptist.  Perhaps Jesus said more than Matthew has recorded.  Or the disciples may have recalled that Jesus had identified John with Elijah (Mt 11:14).  For whatever reason, they now understood that the prophecy about Elijah had its fulfilment in John the Baptist and that that great man’s treatment at the hands of the authorities set the pattern that would in due course receive further fulfilment in Jesus.”


c.  “The disciples understood what had been told them about the Baptist.  However, as yet they did not understand and grasp what Jesus added about Himself.”
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