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

 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; Now; Next.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular articular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The article functions as the subject of the participle and points to the subject “He” contained in the finite verb EIPON, meaning “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice in the participle indicates that Jesus is producing the action.  The deponent passive voice in EIPON is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.  The indicative mood in the finite verb is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“Then answering, He said,”
 is the postpositive coordinating conjunction MEN with a corresponding DE (in the next verse), giving us the classical Greek construction MEN…DE, meaning “On the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Elijah.”  Next we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: is coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now in the process of occurring.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Elijah) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APOKATHISTANW, which means “to restore; to reestablish.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Elijah will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”

“‘On the one hand Elijah is coming and will restore all things;”
Mt 17:11 corrected translation
“Then answering, He said, ‘On the one hand Elijah is coming and will restore all things;”
Mk 9:12a, “Then He said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah, after coming first, restores all things.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, He said,”

a.  Jesus immediately proceeds to answer the question of the disciples and attempt to clear up their confusion.


b.  The Lord is not bothered by their question or dismissive of them for their confusion.  They are legitimately confused and just need a little teaching to clear things up.  As a Rabbi and Teacher, the Lord expects and wants them to ask questions.  He is not ‘put off’ by them or their confusion, but gladly desires to clarify things for them.


c.  A good pastor-teacher or Sunday school teacher (especially a teacher of children) should always welcome questions and be thankful that their ‘students’ are interested enough to ask questions.  Asking questions is a sign of positive volition to the teaching of the word of God.  God loves those who ask questions.

2.  “‘On the one hand Elijah is coming and will restore all things;”

a.  Jesus answers with a famous Greek grammatical construction: MEN…DE, meaning ‘on the one hand…on the other hand’.  First things first—Elijah, the prophet of Israel, who is mentioned in the prophecy of Malachi 4:5-6, and has just been seen on the mountain of transfiguration, is coming back in the future with Moses during last half of Daniel’s seventieth week (Rev 11), the seven Tribulation before the second advent of Christ.


b.  This is the far fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy.  The near fulfillment occurred with the ministry of John the Baptist as we see in the following context.


c.  The prophecy that Elijah ‘will restore all things’ refers to the spiritual life of the Jews living on earth during the Tribulation.  Elijah’s evangelistic ministry during the last half of the Tribulation (1260 days) will cause the Jews on earth to change their minds about the person of Jesus being the Messiah and their Savior.  Elijah and Moses will witness in a worldwide ministry that Jesus is the Christ and that by faith in Him alone, they may be saved.  Their ministries will be highly successful for both Jews and Gentiles, who are alive on earth after the resurrection of the Church, which begins the events of the Tribulation.


d.  The spiritual life of Israel will be restored through the evangelistic ministry of Moses and Elijah as described in Rev 11:3-12. “Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.  These men are the two olive trees and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.  Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire comes out of their mouth and devours their enemies.  And if anyone should desire to harm them, in this manner they must be killed.  These [two witnesses] have the power to shut the sky, so that rain may not fall during the days of their prophetic activity.  Furthermore they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the land [Palestine] with every plague [misfortune] as often as they desire.  And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.  And then their corpses [will be displayed] in the street of the great city, which is called figuratively Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will view their corpse for three and a half days.  Furthermore they did not permit their corpses to be placed into a grave.  And the inhabitants on the earth will rejoice over them, that is, they will both celebrate and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants on the earth.  And after three and a half days the breath of life from God entered into them.  And then they stood on their feet and great fear fell on those who were viewing them.  And then they heard a great voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here’.  And so they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies observed them.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus gave a twofold answer to their question. Yes, Elijah would come as Mal 4:5–6 promised.”


b.  “Rev 11:3–6, in which one of the ‘two witnesses’ has a miracle-working ministry closely parallel to Elijah’s, suggests there may be but is not clear about how literally this text should be taken.”
  This passage should be taken very literally.

c.  “The future, he will restore, indicates a future aspect of the work that Elijah has inaugurated.  Restore signifies a bringing back to a former state of affairs, and all things shows that the restoration will be thoroughgoing.  The thought is apparently that sin has corrupted and ruined the creation, but Elijah’s function is to usher in the events that will (through the atoning work of Jesus) restore the pristine blessedness.”
  This last sentence is so far removed from the literal meaning of the context that it only creates more confusion.

d.  “Everything is mended and restored when this spiritual renewal is wrought.  Without it all outward reforms and restorations are in vain.”
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