John 1:1
Matthew 17:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA and the cardinal adjective HEX, meaning “after six days.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to take; to take alongside: he took.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, which means “Jesus.”  The phrase “with Him” in the NASB is not found in the Greek text.

“And after six days Jesus took”
 is the accusative direct object from a series of proper nouns, connected by KAI conjunctions.  We have the masculine singular from the article and proper nouns PETROS, IAKWBOS, and IWANNĒS, meaning “Peter and Jacob [James] and John.”  Then we have the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his brother.”

“Peter and Jacob [James] and John his brother;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ANAPHERW, which means “to bring; to lead: He led.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun OROS and the adjective HUPSĒLOS, meaning “to a high mountain.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of isolation or separateness
 from the feminine singular adjective IDIOS, meaning “by themselves.”

“and led them to a high mountain by themselves.”
Mt 17:1 corrected translation
“And after six days Jesus took Peter and Jacob [James] and John his brother; and led them to a high mountain by themselves.”
Mk 9:2a, “And after six days, Jesus took along Peter and James and John, and brought them up onto a high mountain by themselves alone.”

Lk 9:28, “Now it happened about eight days after these sayings, after taking along Peter and John and James, and He went up on the mountain to pray.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after six days Jesus took”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the life of Jesus with an event that took place a week later.  The phrase ‘after six days’ means it wasn’t exactly six days, but could have been seven days or more.  Luke clarifies that it was about eight days, which suggests it was on day seven that this event happened.  Matthew and Mark’s ‘after six days’ means that it could have been on day seven.  Matthew clearly follows Mark in mentioning the six days, whereas Luke simply gives us the approximate amount of time it took before Jesus took this action.  This is no contradiction.  It is like someone saying it took about a week to do this, when that ‘week’ could be either six, seven, or eight days.  For Luke the exact number of days is not the point.  The point in all three versions of this event is that it took ‘about a week’ from the time Jesus said that some of them would not die before seeing Him come in His glory and His transfiguration into that glory.  I think all three authors are saying that the event took place seven days later, using two different ways of expressing the same thing.


b.  Jesus initiates the action by selecting three disciples to go with Him.  The Lord knows what He intends to do and selects His three most trusted disciples to go with Him as witnesses.

2.  “Peter and Jacob [James] and John his brother;”

a.  The three most trusted disciples are Peter, James (whose real name is Jacob; how you get ‘James’ as the transliteration of JACOBOS is a mystery to me), and John, the brother of James/Jacob.  Do you think John’s brother JACOBOS was named after Jacob, the brother of Esau?  Of course he was.  And Matthew, a Jew, knew exactly what his name was.  Luke in Lk 5:10 calls him JAKOBOS as does Mark in Mk 1:19.


b.  Peter is Simon Peter and John is the writer of the gospel of John and three other letters.  James is the first apostle to by martyred (44 A.D.).

3.  “and led them to a high mountain by themselves.”

a.  Jesus took these three friends and led them to a high mountain.  Assuming they are still in the area of Caesarea Philippi, the highest mountain would be Mount Hermon, elevation of 9232 ft. about ten miles northeast of the city.  There are no other ‘high mountains’ in northern Israel.


b.  The phrase “by themselves” indicates that this was going to be a private event.  No crowds, no other disciples, no followers, just the four men alone were going up the mountain.  Now consider what it took to walk from the elevation of Caesarea Philippi (1150 feet) to the elevation of Mount Hermon (9232 ft.).  That is an 8082 foot climb in sandals and on no trails or roads.  Would that have taken a whole day, or maybe two?  Thus we see why Luke says about eight days.  The journey may have started after six days, but wasn’t completed until “about eight days” later.  There is no contradiction here.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Matthew and Mark state that the Transfiguration took place ‘six days later,’ while Luke says ‘some eight days after’.  There is no contradiction; Luke’s statement is the Jewish equivalent of ‘about a week later.’  The text does not name the place where this miracle took place.  It was probably on Mount Hermon, which is close to Caesarea Philippi.”


b.  “Luke wrote that this event occurred ‘about eight days after’, which includes the beginning and ending days as well as the six days between [some bad assumptions here—‘the beginning and ending days’].  The high mountain may [there are no other high mountains in northern Israel] have been Mount Hermon, near Caesarea Philippi, for Jesus was in that region.”


c.  “Matthew and Mark state that ‘after six days following’ the promise that some disciples would see Jesus in His kingdom power, He took three of them to a high mountain.  Luke describes the event as happening ‘about’ eight days later; apparently Luke marks the time of the actual transfiguration, whereas Matthew and Mark date the beginning of the excursion that led to the transfiguration.  Combining the two statements, they climbed the mountain on the seventh day (i.e., ‘after’ six days) and spent the night on the summit; the transfiguration occurred on the morning of the eighth day.  The mountain was probably Mount Hermon, as Jesus headed in this direction when He left Bethsaida (Mk 8:22, 27).  Mount Hermon is eight miles north[east] of Caesarea-Philippi, and is the northernmost part of the promised land (Dt 3:8) and also its highest peak (9,200 feet above sea level).  It is snow covered for most of the year and these snows are the source of the Jordan River; however, as the transfiguration occurred near the end of summer, there was probably no snow at the time.”


d.  “After six days is unusually precise.  It stresses the continuity of this episode with the preceding scene in Mt 16:13–28.  Peter, James and John as an ‘inner circle’ of disciples appear again as Jesus’ chosen companions in a moment of private communion with God (compare Mk 5:37).  The high mountain was presumably, one of the lonely peaks of the neighboring Hermon range, though tradition has located the incident on Mount Tabor in Galilee (which, however, was not so private, having a settlement on the top).”


e.  “The scene and time now change.  ‘After six days’ and ‘about eight days’ both refer to a week later.  Jesus takes the three ‘inner core’ disciples (Mk 5:37; Mt 26:37) and leaves the rest farther down the mountainside.  This mountain is unidentified.  Mt. Tabor in the middle of Galilee is the traditional site, but it is not that high (about 1,900 ft.), a town remained on top of it in the first century, and verse 22 seems to imply that the disciples had left central Galilee.  Modern commentators often suggest Mt. Hermon, northeast of Galilee, as an alternative, but it may be too distant and rugged (over 9,200 ft.) for such a climb.  Perhaps Mt. Meron, just northwest of the sea of Galilee, the highest mountain completely within Israel itself at nearly 4,000 feet, remains the best suggestion.”
  I disagree.  When I was forty years old, I climbed a mountain in the Sierra Nevada range in California from the base at 6000 ft. to the summit at 10,000 feet in less than a half a day.  So double that could easily be done in a single day.  And these men were not forty years old.

f.  “Time links like this are not common in the Synoptic Gospels, and this may indicate that the two incidents should be taken together.  Jesus has made it clear to the disciples that He must suffer in the fulfilment of His mission.  Now in the vision on the mountain He receives the assurance that the path on which He has embarked is the right one.  Matthew has a series of present tenses (which makes for a vivid narrative) as he tells his readers that Jesus took a small company of his apostles up a high mountain.  This is the only place where Matthew links Peter, James, and John, but the other Gospels make it clear that the three formed something of a unit and that they were especially close to Jesus.  In the Greek they are linked by a single definite article; Matthew regards them as in some sense a unity.  To John he adds the description his brother; perhaps in these early days John was of rather less stature than James.  Jesus then took these three up a very high mountain.  There has been a good deal of speculation as to which mountain this was.  The traditional site is Mt. Tabor, but most scholars agree that this is not likely to be correct: it is too far away from Caesarea Philippi and, moreover, it seems to have been occupied at the time, which would mean that it was not a good place for the solitude Jesus sought.  A spur on Mt. Hermon is more likely.  Jesus took them to a place where they could be by themselves; this was to be a special occasion, and Jesus avoided publicity. Luke tells us that Jesus went up the mountain to pray (Lk 9:28).  He also speaks of the disciples as being asleep (Lk 9:32); thus it appears that the transfiguration took place at night (they went down the mountain the next day, Lk 9:37).”


g.  “In addition to all the evidence of His divine Sonship which the disciples had already received Jesus will now reveal Himself to them in actual heavenly glory.  Not until verse 24 are we told that Jesus went back to Capernaum, which makes it quite certain that He had not already gone as far south as the old Traditional site of the transfiguration, Mt. Tabor.”
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