John 1:1
Matthew 16:6



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to the disciples.

“Then Jesus said to them,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb HORAW, which means “to see; to look out; watch out” as a warning.”


The present tense is a durative/progressive present, which describes the action as continuing in the future.  This is something that should always be done.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb PROSECHW, which means “to be careful; to be on one’s guard; to beware.”
  The morphology is the same as the pervious verb.  Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun ZUMĒ, meaning “of the yeast, leaven.”

“‘Watch out and beware of the leaven”
 is the genitive of possession or identity from the masculine plural article and proper noun PHARISAIOS and SADDOUKAIOS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

“of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’”
Mt 16:6 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’”
Mk 8:15, “And He was giving orders to them, saying, ‘Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus said to them,”

a.  Matthew continues the story by telling us what Jesus said to His disciples upon their return to Bethsaida.


b.  Jesus has been thinking about the evil attack and testing by the Pharisees and Sadducees for the past hour in the boat ride from Magadan to Bethsaida.  (This was either another hired boat they used or Jesus had prearranged to have one of Peter and Andrew’s boats available for them at Magadan.)  Jesus knows that the Pharisees and Sadducees are going to be a problem for the disciples and the Church in the future, and He needs to prepare them for what is coming.  Thus He begins to teach them something critically important for their future interaction with the religious leaders of Israel.

2.  “‘Watch out and beware of the leaven”

a.  This warning is a double warning, which makes it all the more serious.  ‘Watch out’ is a sufficient warning in itself.  ‘Watch out and beware’ indicates a dire warning or very serious danger.  The warning is not of physical danger but of spiritual danger.


b.  “The warning is concerned with ‘leaven’ or yeast.  Leaven or yeast is used as a metaphor by Jesus for false doctrine.  This is true in His famous saying that ‘A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.’ 1 Cor 5:6 and Gal 5:9, where leaven is a metaphor for sin ruining the spiritual life.  Mt 16:12 defines ‘leaven’ as ‘teachings.’”


c.  A similar warning using the metaphor of leaven in found in:



(1)  Lk 12:1, “Under these circumstances, after a crowd of ten thousands had been gathered together, with the result that they were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples first, ‘Guard yourselves against the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’”



(2)  1 Cor 5:8, “Therefore, let us celebrate the festival not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of evil and degeneracy, but with the unleavened bread of purity and truth.”


d.  Therefore, considering all these metaphors for the use of leaven, we see Jesus warning the disciples about the evil, the degeneracy, the sin, false doctrine, and hypocrisy of the Jewish religious leaders, which, if allowed, will destroy the spiritual lives of the disciples.

3.  “of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’”

a.  This leaven of sin, evil, degeneracy, hypocrisy and false doctrine belongs to the Pharisees and Sadducees, that is, to the religious and political leaders of Israel.  Mark doesn’t mention the Sadducees, but mentions the Herodians, who were the political family that backed the Sadducees’ high priests.  Without the support of the Herodians, the Sadducees could not maintain control of the high priest.


b.  The Pharisees and Sadducees were political and religious enemies.  But Jesus is warning the disciples that in the future they will combine forces to oppose Christianity, which is exactly what happened.  Whatever doctrine they propose that Christians follow will be false doctrine, evil, degenerate, and destructive of the spiritual life of believers.  They are not to be listened to.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus used this embarrassing event as an occasion to teach an important spiritual truth: Beware of the false teachings of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”


b.  “Their teaching was like pervasive yeast, penetrating and corrupting the nation.”


c.  “In verse 6 Jesus warns against the spreading evil influence of the teachings of the two groups that had just ‘tested’ Him.  Mk 8:15 has ‘Herod’ instead of the ‘Sadducees,’ but since the latter, unlike the Pharisees, were the group that had made its peace with the Roman Empire and its client rulers, both versions mean approximately the same thing.  In a different context, Lk 12:1 has Jesus refer to ‘the yeast of the Pharisees’ as hypocrisy, which should explain why He warned against their teaching here.  Since the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees is grouped together, and since the two sects disagreed on so many specific points of law, their common ‘yeast’ may be their more general rejection of God’s will for people [to believe in Jesus].”


d.  “Jesus proceeded to give them a warning. ‘Look out’ is employed to bring out the meaning ‘beware,’ ‘take heed.’  The warning is emphasized by adding ‘beware’; Jesus leaves no doubt but that those who follow the Pharisees and Sadducees are in no good state.  He goes on to concentrate His warning on the leaven of these parties.  Leaven lends itself to metaphorical uses for something that works away unseen but in the end produces considerable effects.  It may be used…for an evil tendency (1 Cor 5:6–8; Gal 5:9).  Jesus is warning His hearers to be on their guard against the insidious and pervasive influence that the Pharisees and Sadducees represent.  (Lenski points out that one of Herod’s wives, Mariamne, was a daughter of the high priest and reasons that the high priestly party, the Sadducees, ‘must thus be classed as Herodians,’ p. 608).”
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