John 1:1
Matthew 16:27
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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to; to be destined.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative, indicating the fact or reality of the action.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity or relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  With this we have the present deponent middle/passive infinitive of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the Son of Man) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb MELLW.

“For the Son of Man is about to come”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR plus the possessive genitive of the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in the glory of His Father.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS with the possessive genitive of the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with His angels.”

“in the glory of His Father with His angels,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI plus temporal conjunction TOTE, which means “and then.”  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to give back; to repay; to pay back; to reward; to recompense.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, “each person; every person.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun PRAXIS with the possessive genitive of the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “according to his activity, what he did, action.”  The word is in the singular; thus ‘deeds’ is an incorrect translation.

“and then will pay back every person according to his action.”
Mt 16:27 corrected translation
“For the Son of Man is about to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then will pay back every person according to his action.”
Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him, when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

Lk 9:26, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of this one, when He comes in His glory, and [the glory] of the Father and of the holy angels.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the Son of Man is about to come”

a.  Jesus continues His series of explanations with a further explanation of what is means to follow Jesus, what it means to find one’s life, and why no one can give anything in exchange for their soul.  It is critical to follow Jesus, to find one’s true spiritual life, and to depend on the grace of God to save one’s soul, because He is about to pay back every person who believes or fails to believe in Him.


b.  Again we see the title ‘Son of Man’ used as the equivalent of the personal pronoun “I.”  Jesus speaks concerning an action that He will personally do.  He is coming refers to a future event, that is, a prophecy that has both a near and far fulfillment.


c.  The far fulfillment is still future and has yet to occur.  The phrase ‘about to come’ must be regarded from God’s frame of reference with respect to time.  A thousand years is like a day and a day is like a thousand years to God.  When God says He is about to come, He is thinking in terms of His divine timetable, not our timetable.  Subsequent history has already revealed that this “about” has been almost two thousand years.  It has only been a couple of days in the divine timetable of history.


d.  The near fulfillment of this prophecy is going to happen in six days (Mt 17:1ff).

2.  “in the glory of His Father with His angels,”

a.  The Lord continues the prophecy of His coming as being in the glory of His Father, a clear reference to God the Father, proving that God the Father and God the Son are two persons.


b.  The Father has eternal glory as God.  His glory is manifest in all He thinks, says, and does.  His glory is the expression of all the attributes of His essence, that is, His sovereignty, eternal life, love, righteousness, justice, omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, veracity, and immutability.


c.  The glory of God is manifest in all He does; for example, the creation of the angels, the universe, and mankind.


d.  The glory of God is manifest in sending His Son to provide eternal salvation for man.


e.  Jesus is not coming back as a man with a finite body capable of suffering pain and death, but in state of being like God and the angels, who are incapable of dying.


f.  Jesus is not coming alone.  He is bringing billions of angels with Him.  In fact, He is bringing two-thirds of all the created angels with Him (twice as many as Satan and his fallen angels).  These angels are the elect angels, who did not follow Satan in his rebellion against the authority of God.

3.  “and then will pay back every person according to his action.”

a.  This statement indicates what Jesus will do upon His far fulfillment of this prophecy.  He is going to pay back or repay every person, both believers and unbelievers, according to their individual action.  Note the singular.  There is only one action for which people are judged—whether or not they believed in Christ.  The judgment according to a person’s deeds is for the purpose of God’s rewarding those for what they have done after believing in Him.  There is only one deed that determines eternal life or eternal death (the second death = the lake of fire), and that deed is faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  Jesus is coming back at the Second Advent to separate believers from unbelievers, the sheep from the goats.  All believers will enter into the kingdom of God and enjoy the millennial reign of Christ.  All unbelievers will die and be cast into Hades (the compartment of Hades called ‘Torment’, awaiting their final judgment.


c.  The unbeliever is paid back for their failure to believe in Christ with imprisonment in Hades until they are brought before the Great White Throne after the conclusion of the God/Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  The believer is paid back for their faith in Christ by being entered into the millennial kingdom of our Lord.


d.  There is one action for which believers are repaid—believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is one action for which unbelievers are repaid—rejection of Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God, and the Savior of the world.  Each person is repaid according to their action.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The seriousness of the choice is indicated by the coming judgment by the Son of man (see the roll of the elect angels in Mt 13:41).  In the Old Testament judgment is God’s prerogative, and the words from Ps 62:12 (compare Prov 24:12) which form the second part of this verse are words about God.  Taken together with the ascription of a kingdom to the Son of man in the next verse, this is a quite remarkable assumption of a divine role for Jesus in His future glory.  His coming will be in the glory of His Father in the sense that He shares that glory and authority.”


b.  “Christ will compensate and exalt all believers (and judge unbelievers) when He returns in His glory, which exactly represents the radiance of God the Father (Heb 1:3).  Jesus functions precisely as the God of Old Testament prophecy (Zech 14:5).  ‘What he has done” is more literally his practice (a singular noun) [even more literally ‘according to his action/deed’] and refers to an individual life [this is conjecture; how we live our life does not determine our future, but whether or not we believed in Christ; this conjecture is based on the theological legalism that we are saved by faith plus our works after salvation] viewed in its entirety.  Did one commit oneself to Jesus, or did one serve only oneself.”


c.  “This is the third consecutive verse with an opening For; Jesus is following a tightly reasoned argument.  The giving of an exchange for life in this world is nonsense; for in due course this world will be replaced by something new.  The Son of man is Jesus’ favorite way of referring to Himself (Mt 8:20).  He does not say when or where He will come, but clearly He has ceased to speak of the ordered life of the present world and is speaking of the end of that ordered life.  The end will be ushered in by the coming back to this earth of the Son of man.  He will then be coming in the glory of his Father, an expression that brings out the oneness of the Father and the Son and also something of the brilliance that will attend the second coming.  That will not be in the lowliness that characterized His first coming to this earth, but in glory and splendor.  This is further brought out with the addition with his angels.  We should probably understand His to refer to the Son’s angels rather than those of the Father [this is an artificial distinction that has no support in Scripture], but there is probably no great difference.  In that new world it is hard to think of any division of glory into that of the Father and that of the Son.  Jesus then speaks of the judgment wherein each will receive the appropriate requital.  The person’s behavior is the sum of his achievement; it includes all that he has done.  [This is a roundabout way of describing salvation by works which we have done.]  Jesus makes it clear that there will be a final reckoning and that those who have exchanged their ‘life’ for ephemeral profit or pleasure will receive the recompense that is due.  [This is a roundabout way of describing an unbeliever.]”


d.  “He will come ‘in the glory of His Father’ means He will come in the full display of all the divine attributes.  God’s glory is always the sum of His attributes or any number of them shining forth, so that His creatures may see.  The angels of the Son of Man shall accompany Him as His servants in the work of great judgment.  Jesus shall duly give to each one according to his doing—the sum of his actions in this life.”
  This last statement is not necessarily another salvation by works statement, since Lenski clearly believes and has stated many times his belief in salvation by faith alone.   The giving to each one is a reference to rewards the believer receives for his actions in his spiritual life, that is, the various crowns mentioned in the New Testament (the crown of life, the crown of glory, etc.)

Postscript:  Unbelievers are judged according to their works [plural], because they seek to be saved based upon what they have done.  Believers are judged according to their work [singular], because they seek to be saved based on what Jesus has done.  Believers are rewarded based upon how they executed their spiritual life, but there is now no judgement/condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1).
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