John 1:1
Matthew 16:14



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “they.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then they said,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, used with the coordinating conjunction MEN, meaning “Some (people).”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the proper noun IWANNĒS plus the appositional accusative from the masculine singular noun BAPTISTĒS, meaning “John the Baptist.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective ALLOS with the coordinating use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “others.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Elijah.”

“‘Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective HETEROS plus the coordinating use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “yet others.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun IEREMIAS, meaning “Jeremiah.”  Next we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS plus the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “one of the prophets.”

“yet others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’”
Mt 16:14 corrected translation
“Then they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; yet others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’”
Mk 8:28, “And they spoke to Him, saying, ‘John the Baptist; and others Elijah; but others, “One of the prophets”.’”
Lk 9:19, “Then answering they said, ‘John the Baptist; however, others Elijah; however, others, that some prophet of old has raised up.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Then they said,”

a.  Jesus has asked the disciples the question, “Who do people say that I (the Son of Man) am?”


b.  The disciples have an immediate answer that doesn’t require any thought on their part.  They have heard people in the crowds talk among themselves and probably even ask the disciples if Jesus was a prophet come back to life, or the Prophet spoken of by Moses, or John the Baptist returned to life, and several other possibilities.  So it doesn’t take any deep thought on their part to parrot the answers they have heard before from other people.  They give the answers they have already heard without hesitation or thought of Jesus’ possible reaction to their answers.  This is a learning situation, and they see it for what it is.  Jesus asks a question and the learning session begins.  They recognize the pattern of teaching after the last three years being with Him.

2.  “‘Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah;”

a.  We aren’t told specifically who answered, because they all chimed in with different answers at the same time.  One disciple spoke and two others spoke over him, so that they all had answers, some agreeing with others and some suggesting something different.


b.  The first answer was the most obvious answer, given Herod Antipas’ belief that Jesus was John the Baptist, raised from the dead.  This was a leading theory because of the person who held this theory.  It may have also been very much on the minds of the disciples, since they had spent the past several weeks or months avoiding Antipas’ jurisdiction as much as possible and were now again in Gentile territory.


c.  The Jewish prophet Elijah was also a leading candidate in the speculation of who Jesus was, because Elijah was expected to return during the Great Tribulation as one of the two great prophets heralding in the Second Advent of the Messiah.  Mal 4:5-6, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

3.  “yet others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’”

a.  Other people suggested that Jesus was the return of Jeremiah.  The comparisons between Jeremiah and Jesus are many:



(1)  Both were ‘innocent blood.’  Jer 26:15; Mt 27:4;



(2)  Both wept over Jerusalem's sins and the coming judgment.  Jer 13:17; Lk 19:41.



(3)  Both wanted justice for their enemies.  Jer 18:23; Lk 23:34;



(4)  Both were accused of being ‘mad.’  Jer 29:26; Jn 10:20;



(5)  Both were accused of being self-appointed prophets.  Jer 29:27; Jn 8:53;



(6)  Both were mocked by their enemies as well as their brethren.  Jer 20:7; Lk 18:31-32; Mt 27:3; Lk 22:63;



(7)  Their brethren and enemies waited to catch both in a ‘slip of the tongue.’  Jer 20:10; Lk 11:53-54;



(8)  Both were said to be worthy of death.  Jer 26:1; Mt 26:65-66;



(9)  Both were defended by some of God's spokesmen.  Jer 26:16; Jn 10:21;



(10)  Both were put out of the land of the living.  Jer 11:19; Isa 53:8;



(11)  Both were ‘led as a lamb to the slaughter.’  Jer 11:19; Isa 53:7;



(12)  Both were conspired against to secretly be killed.  Jer 18:23; Jn 11:53.

b.  The last example is the generic answer by some of the people.  Some of the people thought Jesus was one of the Jewish Old Testament prophets, but didn’t know exactly to whom to compare Him.  He was possibly one the prophets, but they didn’t know which one He might be.


c.  It is interesting that all the answers are related to past Jewish prophets.  None of the disciples and apparently none of the suggestions from the people were that Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah, or the King of the Jews.  It is likely that no one dared suggest these three answers for fear of being excommunicated from the Temple and synagogue worship by the high priest.  Anyone suggesting that Jesus was the Messiah would have been accused of blasphemy, just as Jesus was accused of blasphemy when he answered the high priest’s question in the affirmative.  So no one dared suggest that Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah, or the King of the Jews for fear of being stoned at worst or excommunicated at best.  And remember that excommunication meant the seizure of all one’s property: home, land, money, etc.  (Another fine money making gimmick by the high priest and the Sanhedrin.)

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Perhaps, like Herod, the people thought Jesus was John raised from the dead.  It had been prophesied that Elijah would come again (Mal 4:5), and some thought that this prediction was fulfilled in Christ.  However, Jesus did not minister as did Elijah; it was John the Baptist who came ‘in the spirit and power of Elias’ (Lk 1:13–17).  Jeremiah was the weeping prophet whose tender heart was broken at the sight of the decay of the nation.  Certainly this attitude was seen in Jesus, the Man of sorrows.”


b.  “Their replies were all flattering, for people were identifying Jesus with John the Baptist … Elijah … Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.  His teachings were certainly similar to theirs.”
  The Lord’s teachings were certainly much more than the prophets; for Jn 7:46 clearly says that “The officers answered, ‘Never has a man spoken in this manner.’”


c.  “The disciples were hiding behind other men’s opinions.”
  And what in the context supports this conjecture?  Nothing.  They were stating what they had heard, not giving their own suggestions.

d.  “The reply reveals a growing consensus in interpreting Jesus as one of the prophets; for all the individuals mentioned come into this category.  For John the Baptist, see Mt 14:1–2; for the expectation of a return of Elijah, see Mt 11:14.  Jeremiah was a plausible identification, especially in that he, like Jesus, was a prophet of judgment, declaring God’s impending destruction of his own nation, and therefore opposed and persecuted by its leaders.”


e.  “All the opinions the disciples report are complimentary and demonstrate that Jesus remains quite popular.  The crowds view him as some kind of spokesman for God.  The equation with John the Baptist recalls Herod’s fears in Mt 14:2 and suggests that others shared these sentiments.  Elijah represents the messianic forerunner of Old Testament prophecy.  Many had obviously not made the link between Elijah and John the Baptist.  It would be natural to think of Jesus also as a kind of Jeremiah, a preacher of judgment and repentance who was widely rejected by the leaders of his nation.  Various other prophetic options were no doubt inspired by texts like Dt 18:15–18.”


f.  “They reported a variety of opinion, but did not include any hostile views.  They concentrated their answer on people who in some sense approved of Jesus, and even among them they found different views, though in one way or another all the views mentioned affirmed that Jesus was a prophet.  Some people thought that Jesus was John the Baptist, as Herod did.  John had made a profound impression, and apparently there were some who thought that his death at the hands of Herod could not be the last of him.  A second group regarded Elias as more likely.  This is the Greek form of Elijah, and these people evidently saw Jesus as the fulfillment of the prophecy that Elijah would appear again (Mal 4:5).  It is not clear why others thought of him as Jeremiah.  Jeremiah may have been considered the typical prophet.  Perhaps, too, those who held this view remembered Jeremiah’s prophecies of doom and held that Jesus was Jeremiah all over again because of what He had to say about the future of the nation.  One of the prophets is a loose, general category.  The people who held this view were not prepared to identify Jesus with any particular prophet, but they held that he was great enough to be numbered among the prophets.  Clearly many people were impressed by Jesus and saw Him doing the kind of thing they thought prophets would do.  It is also clear that there was a good deal of discussion and that people held very varied opinions of Him.”
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