John 1:1
Matthew 15:7



 is the vocative masculine plural from the noun HUPOKRITĒS, meaning “Hypocrites.”

“Hypocrites,”
 is the adverb of manner KALWS, meaning “rightly, correctly, appropriately, well.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to prophesy.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to you” or “concerning you.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ĒSAIAS, meaning “Isaiah.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what Isaiah wrote as a permanent record in the word of God.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“rightly did Isaiah prophesy concerning you, saying,”
Mt 15:7 corrected translation
“Hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy concerning you, saying,”
Explanation:
1.  “Hypocrites,”

a.  Jesus charges the Pharisees and scribes with that which is most applicable to them.  They are thorough going, bald-face hypocrites.


b.  A hypocrite says one thing and does the opposite, or says, ‘don’t do that’, but does it themselves.  In the case of these religious hypocrites, they could be accused and proven to be hypocrites in many ways:



(1)  They say ‘honor your father and mother’, but fail to do so by using the Korban gimmick.



(2)  They say ‘the word of God is premiere’, but invalidate it for the sake of their own traditions.



(3)  They tell people to listen to and obey God, but they ignore the will of God as found in the word of God so they can do what they want.


c.  ‘Hypocrite’ is our Lord’s favorite condemnation of these men and He will really let them have it in Mt 23, calling them hypocrites over and over again with appropriate illustrations.

2.  “rightly did Isaiah prophesy concerning you, saying,”

a.  Then the Lord turns from the Mosaic Law to the prophet Isaiah for further illustration of the condemnation of these men.


b.  Jesus makes the astounding declaration that Isaiah prophesied about these religious Jews.  They have read or heard the prophecy of Isaiah hundreds of times but never realized that Isaiah was talking about them.  They had to be shocked when Jesus said this.


c.  The adverb KALWS means ‘rightly, correctly, truly, certainly, really, etc.’ in this context.  What Isaiah said in his prophecy is accurately, correctly, truly, and rightly applicable to these self-righteous hypocrites.  They deserve everything Isaiah said about them.  The word of God is absolute truth and applies absolutely and rightly to these men.


d.  Jesus condemnation of them is a nose-to-nose, in your face, matter-of-fact absolute denunciation of them and their manmade tradition.  Jesus leaves no room for them to slither away.  He declares for everyone to hear exactly what He thinks of them, whether they like it or not.  There is no ‘meek and mild’ Jesus here.  This is the judgment of God on those fully in need of judgment.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus concluded His reply with an application (Mt 15:7–11), quoting Isa 29:13. Jesus made it clear that obedience to tradition made a person disobedient to the Word of God.”


b.  “The dominant idea here is of the inconsistency which professes to aim to please God, but in fact opposes his will.  Isaiah’s words related originally to the people of his own day, but Jesus sees a correspondence between their false religion and that of His own contemporaries which makes his words in effect a ‘prophecy’ about them too.”


c.  “The inconsistencies of those who enforce the ‘tradition of the elders’ make them ‘hypocrites’.  The situation Isaiah spoke of regarding his contemporaries is thus being reenacted.”


d.  “Hypocrites is very much a Matthean word and one that was used a number of times of the Pharisees (22:18; 23:13, 15).  Its appropriateness here arises from the fact that these opponents of Jesus professed a deep concern for the service of God and took issue with Him over the way His disciples took lightly the traditions that seemed to the Pharisees essential to that service, but they used those very traditions to nullify the express commandment of God.  They allowed the use of Korban to override one of the Ten Commandments.  This leads to the application to the hypocrites of some words of Isaiah; indeed, Jesus says that Isaiah prophesied about them.  Jesus is saying that the prophet’s words fit the people who are opposing Him so mindlessly, whatever other applications the prophet may have intended.”


e.  “The hypocrite tries to appear before men as he ought to be before God and yet it not.  The worst form of hypocrisy is that which carries its self-deception to the point where it thinks that it really is what it only pretends to be.  Such were the Pharisees.  The more their hypocrisy came in contact with the holy integrity of Jesus, the more it appeared as what it actually was.  The very Word they pervert is made their judge.”
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