John 1:1
Matthew 15:19



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “out of/from the heart.”  This is followed by the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come out of; to come from; to go out; to go from.”


The present tense is a gnomic and customary present for a universal action that typically occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (evil thoughts, etc.) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For out of the heart come”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun DIALOGISMOS plus the adjective PONĒROS, which means “evil thoughts.”

“evil thoughts,”
 is the nominative subject from a series of masculine and feminine plural nouns: (m) PHONOS, meaning “murders,” (f) MOICHEIA, meaning “adulteries,” (f) PORNEIA, meaning “fornications,” (f) KLOPĒ, meaning “thefts.”

“murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,”
 is the nominative feminine plural noun PSEUDOMARTURIA, meaning “perjuries,” and the feminine plural noun BLASPHĒMIA, meaning “blasphemies/slanders.”

“perjuries, slanders.”
Mt 15:19 corrected translation
“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, perjuries, slanders.”
Mk 7:21-22, “For from within, from the heart of men, the evil thoughts come out: unlawful sexual intercourse, thefts, murders, adulteries, avarices, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness.”
Explanation:
1.  “For out of the heart come”

a.  Jesus continues His answer to the disciples with an explanation and a few examples of what He means by His previous statement that what comes out of the mouth of a person comes from the heart and defiles the man.


b.  Our Lord’s previous statement used the phrase ‘come out from the heart’.  This phrase is repeated, so the disciples will understand that Jesus is still speaking about what comes out, not what goes into one’s mouth.


c.  The critical issue is what one thinks; for all verbal sins begin from the motivation and action of what one thinks, and that thinking takes place in the compartment of the soul, called by the Hebrews and Greeks ‘the heart’.  The ‘heart’ is not the seat of emotions.  The ‘kidneys’ are used in Scripture for that metaphor.  The heart is the seat of thought, understanding, judgment, etc.  From the source of the person’s thinking come the series of sins now mentioned by our Lord as examples of sinfulness.  Three categories of sins are mentioned in the following list of sins: (1) evil thoughts are mental attitude sins; (2) murders…thefts are overt sins of action; and (3) perjuries and slanders are verbal sins.  Whether the list goes from most sinful to least sinful is problematic, since all sin is an offense to God.  There are certainly degrees of sinfulness, but that can’t be determined from this list without a direction statement from God declaring that to be the case.
2.  “evil thoughts,”

a.  The greatest sin in the history of creators was the evil thought of Satan, when he said, “I will be like the Most High.”  The evilest thoughts that have ever existed have come from the devil himself.  He taught these evil thoughts to the fallen angels and the same evil thoughts have been passed on to man.


b.  All mental attitude sins are a part of these evil thoughts.  All rejection of the will of God is a part of these evil thoughts.  Any and everything that opposes God is an evil thought.


c.  Evil thoughts are the motivators of evil speech and evil actions.  All sin begins with evil thoughts.  All sinful thoughts are evil and all evil thoughts are sinful.  Many of the manmade rituals and regulations of the scribes and Pharisees came from the motivation of evil thoughts.  The whole Korban gimmick was based on an evil thought.  The verbal criticism of Jesus’ disciples was motivated by the evil thoughts of the Pharisees.

3.  “murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,”

a.  Jesus then turns His attention to overt sins that are motivated by evil thoughts.  Evil thoughts motivate murder, adultery, fornication (or all kinds of sexual immorality), and the desire to rob and steal.


b.  There are certainly more overt sins than the four mentioned here, but these four categories cover the grossest and universal sins that have plagued mankind.  These four categories of sins are generally the most detested by God and universally detested by man.  These sins are so detested by God, because they do the most damage to a person’s life.  It is impossible to recover from a murder once you’re dead.  Adultery often destroys marriages.  Fornication (all manner of sexual immorality) destroys the perfect sex relationship God has designed for marriage.  And robbery and theft often so ruins a person financially that they can’t recover financially.


c.  These sins are all reminders of the sins listed in the Ten Commandments as opposed to the manmade rules and regulations of the scribes and Pharisees.

4.  “perjuries, slanders.”

a.  The third category of sins are the verbal sins—those things which come out of the mouth of a man from his heart.


b.  Perjury does great damage to someone in a court of law.  Perjury can ruin a man’s reputation and life, and is often a deliberate attempt to do so.  Various mental attitude sins can motivate perjury.  Perjury never happens in a vacuum; there is always some mental attitude sin behind it.


c.  Slander is the willful desire to say something that will hurt another person in some way.  Slander can take many forms, such as lying about someone, gossiping about them, judging them, criticizing them from the motivation of malice, and many other things.  Slander is a verbal attack to destroy a person in the eyes of others.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This unflattering account of some of man’s basic instincts is partly modelled on the second part of the Ten Commandments, but the inclusion of evil thoughts makes plain again Jesus’ concern with what lies behind the outward act.  Slander is literally ‘blasphemies’, so that perhaps the attitude to God as well as to men is included, thus taking in the first part of the Ten Commandments; it reinforces the emphasis on impurity in words already noted in verse 11.”


b.  “Jesus’ illustrations combine in sequence the Sixth through the Ninth Commandments of the Decalogue (Ex 20:13–16).  These are introduced by general sins of the thought life and supplemented by the sins of sexual immorality (porneia), naturally associated with adultery, and of blasphemies (a better rendering of Greek blasphemiai than ‘slander’ [true, but not in this context, which deals with man’s actions against man]), naturally linked with false testimony.”


c.  “For introduces a reason for the preceding statement.  Out of the heart is the real source of the problem.  Jesus proceeds to a list of evils that proceed from this source.  He starts with evil thoughts, which, of course, can lead to all sorts of evil deeds; such evils are far worse than any defilement that may result from the accidental contact of the hands with any one of the multiplicity of objects the scribes perceived as unclean.  Matthew proceeds to a series of offenses arranged in the order in which they come in the Ten Commandments.  Jesus is speaking of the many sins people commit.  Adulteries and fornications between them cover the full range of unlawful sexual activities, involving either married or single people.  Such sins proceed from evil desire within the persons concerned and defile them much more than any ritual transgression can possibly do.  Jesus proceeds to thefts, which are obvious examples of evil that can proceed from premeditation.  So with perjuries, a sin that should be taken more seriously than it always is.  Perjury is taken as serious by people in all sorts of cultures.  There is little future for society if testimony cannot be relied upon.  Unsworn testimony must be just as reliable as testimony on oath if a good deal of our social fabric is to hold together.  It is important that we can trust what people say, and where we cannot life becomes a precarious affair.  The last item on Jesus’ list is blasphemies, which may be used in the sense of slanders against our fellows (the other items in the list are offenses against our fellow citizens).  But the word is also used of offenses against God, and it would be unwise to exclude them in this context.  It would not be in the manner of Jesus to split hairs, declaring that some forms of blasphemy were acceptable and some were not.  Clearly he is saying that any form of blasphemous speech, whether the object is God or people, is blameworthy and that, issuing from the heart, it defiles the person.  We should not, of course, hold that this is the complete list of sins that defile, so that if we can avoid what Jesus has just named, we will be in the clear (to take up such a position is to make much the same error as that of the Pharisees).  The list is no more than a sample of the evils that proceed from the heart.  All sin defiles, and we should understand Jesus to mean that His followers must avoid evil of any sort.  To follow the example of the Pharisees and concentrate on avoiding ceremonial defilement is to waste time and energy.  Much more important is the avoiding of evil deeds, which really do defile the doers.”
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