John 1:1
Matthew 14:34



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb DIAPERAW, which means ‘to cross over; to go across.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus and the disciples produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after crossing over.”

“And after crossing over,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: they came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus and the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “onto land.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun GENNĒSARET, meaning “at Gennesaret.”

“they came onto land at Gennesaret.”
Mt 14:34 corrected translation
“And after crossing over, they came onto land at Gennesaret.”
Mk 6:53, “And after crossing over, they came on the land at Gennesaret, and were moored.”
Jn 6:21, “Therefore they were willing to receive Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after crossing over,”

a.  Matthew continues the narrative by telling what happened next, after Jesus received the worship of the disciples in the boat in the middle of Lake Galilee between 3 and 6 a.m. (the fourth watch of the night).


b.  Matthew says ‘they crossed over’, which means they went from where they were on the lake to the shore at the city of Gennesaret.  Jesus and the disciples crossed over the rest of the distance from the middle of the lake to Gennesaret.  Remember that John told us that they were 35-30 stades (3.5-4 miles) from shore, which means they were about half way across the lake, when the walking on water occurred.  That point is the smiley face on the map below.


c.  Mark says the same thing as Matthew: ‘they crossed over’ and ‘came to Gennesaret’.  But John adds the fascinating detail that this happened immediately.  In other words the boat traveled the 3.5-4 miles over water from the middle of the lake to the city of Gennesaret ‘immediately’.  The disciples didn’t have to row and it was the end of the fourth watch of the night.  Jesus controlled space and time in another astounding miracle, again proving His deity.
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2.  “they came onto land at Gennesaret.”

a.  The trip went from Capernaum to a deserted place south of Bethsaida-Julias and then due west across the lake to Gennesaret.  The disciples intended target was to return to Capernaum, but Jesus took them supernaturally to Gennesaret.  The plan of God for the next day’s work by the Son of God was in Gennesaret, not back in Capernaum.


b.  I like to think that while the disciples were bowing down before Jesus with their faces looking down, Jesus relocated them to the shore of Gennesaret, so that when they looked up, there they were at a place different than what they expected to see.  We can well imagine their wonder and amazement at where they were and how they got there, and how they did so in a few seconds rather than an hour’s worth of rowing or sailing.


c.  Jesus capped off the other miracles with this astounding miracle, which receives little recognition.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When the disciples recognized Christ’s divinity, He confirmed their worship by instantaneously transporting the boat over the intervening two [four] miles of water!  The laws of nature, which are merely expressions of God’s powers, are fully under His command.  However, there is spiritual significance in this miracle too; for the disciples had toiled all night in their own strength to reach their objective without success, but in Jesus’ power, they reached it instantaneously!”


b.  “Gennesaret lay on the western shore of Galilee, south of Capernaum, for which the disciples had originally headed (Jn 6:17).  Mark says they had started out for Bethsaida [the Bethsaida in Galilee] as well, probably as a preliminary stopping point.  The storm no doubt blew the boat off course.”
  The storm did blow the boat off course into the middle of the lake, but now the water and wind were calm.  The storm did not propel the boat further on the lake toward Gennesaret.

c.  Lenski maintains the theory that the boat went first back to Capernaum and at a later date to Gennesaret.  This is not supported by Mark and Matthew’s stories or John’s “immediately.”
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