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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb ANABAINW, which means “go up; to embark; to climb aboard; to get into” (when used of getting into a boat) plus the genitive masculine third person plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  In a genitive absolute construction, the pronoun functions as the subject of the participle and the participle functions like a finite verb.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Jesus and Peter produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after they got.”

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PLOION, meaning “into the boat.”

“And after they got into the boat,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb KOPAZW, which means “to abate; to stop; to rest; to cease.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the wind produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ANEMOS, meaning “the wind.”

“the wind stopped.”
Mt 14:32 corrected translation
“And after they got into the boat, the wind stopped.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after they got into the boat,”

a.  Matthew continues the story and the miracles aren’t over.  Not mentioned but necessary was the act of Jesus and Peter walking on the water to the boat.  Remember that Jesus was walking near the boat, when first seen by the disciples, and was, in fact, trying to walk past the boat as the disciples struggled at the oars.  Jesus was close enough to the boat to be seen and recognized in the dark, but was not a few steps from the boat.  Therefore, Jesus and Peter had to walk some sort of distance back to the boat before climbing aboard.  We have no indication of what that distance was, but we can safely assume it was more than a few steps.  Therefore, we have a continuation of the miracle of Jesus and Peter walking on the water back to the boat.  And we are not told whether or not Jesus had to keep hold of Peter or if Peter’s faith was restored sufficiently enough that he could walk on water again without being held by Jesus.


b.  Upon arrival at the boat the two men climbed abroad, not doubt assisted by the other disciples in the boat.  That would be the courteous thing to do.

2.  “the wind stopped.”

a.  Notice that it is not until this moment that the wind stops.  Those commentators (Lenski) who say that Jesus and Peter had a flat, calm path on which to walk are mistaken.  Matthew is emphasizing here that the wind (which creates the waves) continued throughout this episode.  The wind and waves continued their actions while Jesus was walking on the water, while Peter got out of the boat and walked to Jesus, while Peter was sinking, while Jesus pulled him up, and while they walked back to the boat and climbed aboard.


b.  How fast did the wind stop? Immediately—the aorist tense indicates a complete, momentary action.  If the wind slowly calmed, we would have had a progressive present or durative imperfect.  The wind stopped instantly—another miracle and demonstration that Jesus was in complete control of this situation and had planned the whole thing.  The feeding of the thousands was preplanned by Jesus to prove His deity and so was this whole episode of walking on rough seas.


c.  Just as Jesus Christ controls history, so He controls nature.  He could stop the wind and waves with a snap of His fingers.  Imagine water going from three or four foot waves to instant calm.  We can’t imagine that, because nature doesn’t work that way.  But God does.  And this was the forth demonstration of Jesus’ divine nature that day: healing people, feeding people, walking on water, controlling nature.  And Jesus isn’t done yet.  Next, He will control time and space.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus and Peter walked on the water together and went to the ship.”


b.  “Before they could ask Him to still the storm as He had before, and without Him saying a word, the wind ceased and instantly the water became calm.”


c.  “Matthew does not say that Peter ceased to sink and resumed his place on top of the water, but that is implied.  The two of them proceeded to get up into the boat, and then the wind dropped.  Matthew does not say that Jesus caused the wind to cease its raging, but he may imply that this happened.”
  Like all good Greek dramatists Matthew sees no need to state the obvious.
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