John 1:1
Matthew 14:25



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the locative of time from the feminine singular ordinal adjective TETARTOS and PHULAKĒ, meaning “in the fourth watch.”  With this we have the genitive of identity from feminine singular article and noun NUX, meaning “of the night.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: He came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.” 

“Now in the fourth watch of the night He came to them,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk: walking.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “on the sea.”

“walking on the sea.”
Mt 14:25 corrected translation
“Now in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.”
Mk 6:48b, “about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the lake; and He wanted to pass by them.”

Jn 6:19b, “they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat;”
Explanation:
1.  “Now in the fourth watch of the night He came to them,”

a.  The fourth watch of the night is from 3a.m. until 6 a.m.  It was sometime during this three hour period that Jesus came to the disciples, who are still rowing against the waves and wind, making no headway.  Notice that both Mark and Matthew testify to this period of time (the principle of two witnesses).


b.  What is the significance of mentioning this timeframe?  Remember that the disciples had left the eastern shore of lake Galilee south of the city of Bethsaida-Julias at some remote location, where the crowd of 20,000+ had eaten dinner and then dismissed by Jesus.  Jesus had hurried the disciples away immediately after this miracle was concluded, so they wouldn’t get caught up in the people’s desire to usher Jesus off to Jerusalem to make Him king.  The disciples left land probably about 7p.m. or maybe as late as 8 p.m. and had gotten no farther than 3-4 miles in the last eight hours.  They probably made most of their distance before the wind and waves came up and began battering the boat.  Therefore, we can well imagine that they probably struggled in one place for most of those eight hours.  They fought the wind and waves and got nowhere.  Their efforts made no progress.  They were fighting just to stay where they were.


c.  And while this mighty effort is going on, here comes Jesus, walking, and going faster than they are.  Twelve men are straining at the oars and Jesus is walking faster than they can row.  In fact, Mark tells us that Jesus wanted to pass by them.  It is as though Jesus is in a race with them and showing them that He can beat them.  There is a significant bit of humor in what Jesus is doing as well as teaching them a lesson in human effort versus divine effort.

2.  “walking on the sea.”

a.  Four words (both in the Greek and English) describe a simple act that proves the deity of Jesus.  No person in the history of the world has ever walked on water until now.  The ability of the human body of Jesus to perform this act is nothing other than a miracle performed by His deity for the benefit of His disciples.  He wasn’t ‘showing off’ or doing this to benefit himself.  The Lord came walking on the water/sea to prove a second time this day that He was God incarnate.  The feeding of the 20,000 was the first proof and walking on water the second proof.  Both occurred after 6 p.m., the start of the new Jewish day.


b.  This miracle tells us that the deity of Christ was permitted to do certain things with His human nature that were ‘abnormal’ in order to prove that He was divine.  To heal by touch is another example of this proof.  Disappearing in the midst of a hostile mob is another example.  There is no violation of the doctrine of kenosis (the ‘emptying’ of the normal use of His deity) in these actions by Jesus, since they were done for the benefit of others and not for His own benefit.  Who benefitted by Jesus walking on water—the disciples, who needed the Lord to help them get to where they were going, and those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God; for this is one of the greatest proofs that He is who He said He was.


c.  Because there were no other witnesses than the disciples, the critics of Christianity claim that the disciples made this story up.  Therefore, to prove them wrong Peter is going to join Jesus and prove that even though he is not divine, he can ‘do all things’ through the One who keeps on pouring the power into him, just as Paul would say at a later date.


d.  How long does it take to walk one stade (200 yards)?  About 3 minutes.  If Jesus had to walk 25-30 stades as John says, then it would have taken Him an hour and fifteen to an hour and thirty minutes to walk on the water to the boat.  And remember He was not walking on flat, calm water, but going up and down with the motion of the waves.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There are two kinds of storms: storms of correction, when God disciplines us; and storms of perfection, when God helps us to grow.  Jonah was in a storm because he disobeyed God and had to be corrected.  The disciples were in a storm because they obeyed Christ and had to be perfected.  Jesus had tested them in a storm before, when He was in the boat with them (Mt 8:23–27).  But now He tested them by being out of the boat.”


b.  “Somewhere between 3 and 6 in the morning, Jesus joined them, walking on the lake to their boat—a distance of ‘three or three and a half miles’ (Jn 6:19).  His power over the elements was obvious, but there was also a lesson in faith for the disciples in this experience.”


c.  “Jesus appeared in the fourth watch (Mk 6:48), the last quarter of the night (3 to 6 a.m.); so the disciples had spent most of the night struggling against the forces of nature; they were ready for their lesson!  Mark makes it plain that the disciples had not understood the import of the miracle of feeding of the five thousand (Mk 6:52); so Jesus demonstrated, with their lives in peril, that they could fully rely on Him to save them, that they could do anything at His command!  One lesson Jesus clearly intended the twelve to learn from the miracle was total reliance on Him.”


d.  “The Romans divided the night (the time between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. on our system) into four ‘watches,’ and the Jews into three.  Mostly in the New Testament the term refers to the Roman system (Mk 13:35), and this is obviously the meaning of the fourth watch, there being no such watch in the Jewish system.  The fourth watch would cover the time between three and six o’clock in the morning.  Somewhere in this period Jesus came to the disciples walking on the sea.”


e.  “The wind howled, the waves dashed, but affected Him not at all.  He was not pitched about or tossed up and down; He was not soaked with waves or spray striking Him.  He did not float in the air.  It was simply Jesus, just as they had seen and left Him the evening before.  Had they not wished for His presence most ardently during those long hours?  Well, here He was!”
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