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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb KELEUW, which means “to command; order; direct; urge, request; or invite.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after directing.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “the crowds.”  This is followed by the aorist passive infinitive of the verb ANAKLINW, which means “to recline.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that the crowds were expected to produce the action.  Even though passive, this verb functions in active sense.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive or infinitive of indirect object.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun CHORTOS, meaning “on the grass.”

“And after directing the crowds to recline on the grass,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial: “taking.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective PENTE plus the noun ARTOS, followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO and noun ICHTHUS, meaning “the five loaves and the two fish.”

“taking the five loaves and the two fish,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ANABLEPW, which means “to look up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial: looking up.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place/direction from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “toward heaven.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EULOGEW, which means “to give thanks; to bless; to praise.”

“looking up toward heaven, He gave thanks;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb KLAW, which means “to break.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after breaking.”

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He gave.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “to the disciples.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ARTOS, meaning “the bread.”

“and after breaking, He gave the bread to the disciples,”
 is the continuative/sequential use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples.”  Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “to the crowds.”

“and the disciples to the crowds.”
Mt 14:19 corrected translation
“And after directing the crowds to recline on the grass, taking the five loaves and the two fish, looking up toward heaven, He gave thanks; and after breaking, He gave the bread to the disciples, and the disciples to the crowds.”
Mk 6:39-41, “And He directed them to sit down, everyone in groups on the green grass.  And they sat down group by group by hundreds and by fifties.  And after taking the five loaves of bread and the two fish, looking up toward heaven, He blessed [the food] and broke the bread and He kept giving [pieces] to the disciples, in order that they might set [food] before them; and He distributed the two fish to all.”

Lk 9:14-16, “(For there were about five-thousand men.)  Then He said to His disciples, ‘Sit them down in groups of about fifty each.’  And they did so and caused everybody to sit down.  Then after taking the five breads and the two fish, after looking up toward heaven, He blessed them and broke [them], and kept giving [them] to the disciples to place before the crowd.”

Jn 6:10-11, “Jesus said, ‘Have the people recline’.  (Now there was much grass in the place.)  Therefore the men reclined, with reference to the number about five thousand.  Then Jesus took the loaves of bread, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were reclining; likewise also from the fish as much as they wanted.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after directing the crowds to recline on the grass,”

a.  Matthew continues to describe Jesus’ miracle of feeding the ‘five thousand men’ by telling us what happened after the disciples confirmed to Jesus that they had five ‘loaves’ of bread and two fish and brought them to Jesus.


b.  Jesus then directs the crowds to recline for a meal on the grass.  Notice that Jesus doesn’t direct that the people sit down, but recline to eat.  This would be a formal dinner outside at God’s dinner table.  Thus the formal posture of reclining for a meal rather than sitting.


c.  Notice that Mark and Matthew say that Jesus told the crowds to sit down/recline, while Luke and John both say that Jesus directed the disciples to have the people sit down/recline.  Jesus gave the general command to the disciples.  The disciples functioned as subordinate commanders in directing the people to sit in groups.  We should also notice that the groups of people were organized for feeding in groups of hundreds and fifties.  Some groups had a hundred and other groups had fifty.  Families would stay together in their respective groups and not be split up.  The purpose of this organization was twofold: (1)  Each disciple would have his own groups to manage in the distribution of food; and (2) this organization permitted the disciples to count the total size of the group.  What was the total size of the group?  At least 20,000 people.  How do we know that?  Lk 9:14 says there were about 5000 men.  Mt 14:21 will add that “those eating were about five-thousand men in addition to women and children.”  So adding the wives adds another 5000 and the children (plural) adds another 10,000 (1 boy and 1 girl or more).  Remember that Jesus’ own family had Joseph, Mary, five boys and at least two girls (9 people in all as a minimum).  If all the families there averaged 5-6 people, then we are talking about Jesus feeding 25-30,000 people.  That’s 300 groups of 100 people each.  Each disciple would then be responsible for 250 people (a typical congregation in a future church).  As a side note, imagine how long it must have taken to organize these people into these groups and have them recline to eat, while making pathways among the groups, so the disciples could walk among them passing out food.  This organization into groups was essential for the disciples to be able to distribute food among so many without forgetting someone or stepping all over people.


d.  Mk 6:39 tells us that the grass was green, which indicates that this was spring, which conforms with other information that tells us this was near the Passover, which also occurs in the spring.

2.  “taking the five loaves and the two fish,”

a.  Jesus told Andrew to bring the five loaves and two fish to Jesus.  Now we see the Lord accepting or receiving the food from him.  The food was probably in some sort of small basket, being carried by him as the food his parents had provided for that day for him.


b.  Notice that there is no objection by the youth or his parents, when Jesus takes the only food they have left.  They had no idea what Jesus was going to do with their food, but they trusted Him, no matter what happened.  The faith they had in what Jesus would do should not be ignored here.  It is a major point in this story.

3.  “looking up toward heaven, He gave thanks;”

a.  The Lord Jesus then did what He always did, He gave thanks to and acknowledged the work of the Father in providing for that multitude and for allowing Him to perform a miracle to prove to everyone there that He was the Messiah and God incarnate.


b.  Looking up toward heaven is Jesus’ way of acknowledging the existence, action, grace, mercy, provision, and faithfulness of God the Father.  Jesus wasn’t going to take credit for this miracle.  He was grateful for what God the Father was going to do through Him.


c.  Jesus wasn’t doing this miracle for His own benefit (a violation of the doctrine of Kenosis), but for the benefit of those who doubted He was the Messiah and for the reassurance of those who believed He was the Messiah.  This was also an object lesson to the disciples of their need to feed their future sheep with the abundance of spiritual food being provided to them.

4.  “and after breaking, He gave the bread to the disciples, and the disciples to the crowds.”

a.  The next thing Jesus did was break the loaves of flat bread into separate pieces, so that instead of just five ‘loaves’ of flat bread, there were now fifteen pieces of bread, which then could be broken into 75 pieces, which could then be broken into 300 pieces and so one, until no one could count how many pieces there were.


b.  The broken pieces would fill up a large basket, which was then given to one of the disciples, who went off with his basket of bread to distribute food to his groups of fifty and one-hundred people.  When he was done, he would return for a refill, and go back to his groups and distribute again.  This was repeated with each disciple as Jesus kept breaking pieces and filling up baskets.  This must have taken an hour or more to go back and forth to all the people with basket after basket of bread and fish.


c.  Another possibility is that each disciple had one basket of bread and fish, and as they distributed from that one source, the basket never ran out of food.  I think the former scenario is correct because Mark says, “He kept giving [pieces] to the disciples” and Luke says the same thing “and kept giving [them] to the disciples to place before the crowd.”  The Lord didn’t fill up the disciples’ baskets once, but kept on doing so.


d.  Notice that the Lord kept on breaking bread and fish for the entire time this went on, which wasn’t just a few minutes.  The physical endurance of our Lord in doing this was also amazing.
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “As His servants, we are ‘distributors,’ not ‘manufacturers.’  If we give what we have to Him, He will bless it and give it back to us for use in feeding others.”


b.  “The significance of this miracle was intended primarily for the disciples.  Jesus was illustrating the kind of ministry they would have after His departure.  They would be involved in feeding people, but with spiritual food.  The source for their feeding would be the Lord Himself. When their supply ran out, as with the bread and fish, they would need to return to the Lord for more.  He would supply them, but the feeding would be done through them.”


c.  “The lad was prepared to surrender his lunch pack for the marvelous and gracious teacher who had so enthralled him that afternoon that he had given no thought to eating his mother’s provision for him (surely this was his lunch).  For a normal lad, the fact of this uneaten lunch was a minor miracle in itself!  The Greek word used to describe the lad indicates that he was a young boy, certainly not a teenager.  John tells us that the loaves were barley bread; this is instructive as Jews grew barley as an animal feed and only the very poor used it as a staple food simply because barley cost half as much as wheat.  This humble food was much appreciated by the crowd and indicates that our Master’s touch turned a despised food into a delicacy. John’s word for fish, describes a small fish regarded as a special delicacy, so the boy’s mother had packed a special treat for her son!  Jesus worked through His disciples right from the beginning.  He gave them orders and they then exercised their delegated authority by organizing the crowd into smaller groups.  Mark captures the colorful sight by describing the groups as looking like garden plots set among the green grass.  Interestingly, Jesus ensured that His ‘flock’ had attractive surroundings and were comfortably set for the meal.  If our guess of a total crowd on 20,000 souls is reasonable, in their reclining position they would have occupied seven or eight acres, or a semicircle that stretched 90 to 100 yards from Jesus’ position. If the twelve served each person in just 3 seconds, and allowing time to walk to and from Jesus for each group, the serving time per group would be around 4 minutes, and as each disciple had about 25 groups to serve, the whole multitude would have taken 2 hours or so to serve, plus a period for gathering fragments.  So, if the serving started at about 3:30 p.m., the whole episode would have been over around sunset.”


d.  “This is not a casual snack, but a formal occasion.  The actions and words are the same as those in the meal at Emmaus (Lk 24:30).  It is striking that the four verbs ‘take’, ‘bless’, ‘break’ and ‘give’ occur with minor variations not only in all six accounts of the two miraculous feedings and in that of the Emmaus meal, but also in all four accounts of the Last Supper (including 1 Cor 11:23–24).”


e.  “The presence of grass in the wilderness suggests a spring date, which John’s reference to Passover confirms (Jn 6:4).  Jesus provides enough food for well over five thousand people (the women and children could easily have more than quadrupled the size of the crowd).  Feeding the five thousand—providing bread for Israel in the wilderness—almost certainly was meant to call to people’s minds God’s supernatural feeding of the Israelites with manna in their wilderness wanderings in Moses’ day.  Jewish tradition had come to believe that the Messiah would repeat this miracle of abundant provision of food on an even grander scale.”


f.  “Jesus now takes over the situation and giving instructions as to how it is to be resolved.  The people are to recline on the grass.  We do not know what their posture was up to this point, but reclining would indicate preparation for a meal.  Then Jesus took the loaves and the fish. Until now he has given orders but other people have done what had to be done; now Jesus is beginning to act.  Looking up to heaven was a normal attitude for prayer (Jn 17:1), so it was appropriate as Jesus gave thanks, the normal Jewish practice before a meal.  So was breaking the bread, though this was normally a symbolic gesture, here it is a way of breaking into pieces for distribution.”
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