John 1:1
Matthew 14:14



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come out; to go out; to disembark = to step out of a ship.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after disembarking.”

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, which means “to see: He saw.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective POLUS and the noun OCHLOS, meaning “a large crowd.”

“And after disembarking, He saw a large crowd”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative of the verb SPLAGCHNIZOMAI, which means “to take pity; to have pity; to have compassion; to feel sympathy.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the dative of advantage from third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for them.”

“and had compassion for them”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb THERAPEUW, which means “to heal.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective ARRWSTOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their sick.”

“and healed their sick.”
Mt 14:14 corrected translation
“And after disembarking, He saw a large crowd and had compassion for them and healed their sick.”
Mk 6:34, “And after disembarking, He saw a large crowd, and He felt sympathy for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.”

Lk 9:11, “However, after becoming aware of [this], the crowds followed Him; and after welcoming them, He began speaking to them about the kingdom of God and curing those having need of healing.”

Jn 6:3, “Then Jesus went up on the hill, and there He sat down with His disciples.”

Explanation:
1.  “And after disembarking, He saw a large crowd”

a.  Matthew continues the story of Jesus’ actions after hearing the report from John the Baptist’s disciples about his death at the hands of Herod Antipas.  Jesus was at home in Capernaum, when He received word of John’s death.  Realizing the potential danger of staying in territory controlled by Herod Antipas, Jesus gathers His disciples and departs in one of the boats owned by Peter, Andrew, James and John and heads for a deserted area near Bethsaida-Julias in the territory controlled by Herod Philip, the brother of Herod Antipas.


b.  Upon arriving at this desolate and isolated location, the fishermen beach the boat and they all disembark.  John’s gospel tells us that went up on the hillside at that location and sat down with His disciples.  As they do so a large crowd appears that has been following them on foot along the shore from Capernaum.  The distance over water and land was more than four miles and less than six miles.  It probably took a little over an hour to make the trip, whether by land or water.  (Lenski conjectures that this ‘going out’ (disembarking) took place before the crowds arrived with all the sick people, so that the ‘coming out’ [disembarking] was Jesus and the disciples coming down the hillside to see the crowds, after they had arrived where the boat was beached.  It is an interesting conjecture, but chronologically we cannot be certain that Jesus’ going up the hill and sitting down with His disciples happened before the crowd arrived or after its arrival.)


c.  In spite of Jesus teaching the crowds in parables, the people couldn’t get enough of the Lord’s teaching.  People are still flocking from all over to see and hear Him.  And now that word is spreading about the death of the Baptist, everyone is curious to see what Jesus will do.  Will He at last declare His Messiahship and inauguration of His kingdom on earth?

2.  “and had compassion for them”

a.  Important to Matthew is not Jesus’ compassion for John, who is now in Paradise in Hades along with all the rest of the Old Testament saints, but our Lord’s compassion for the crowds, who must believe in Him or face the eternal lake of fire.


b.  The Lord felt the deepest compassion for those who were sick spiritually; for they needed a savior and He was their only hope.  They desperately wanted a physical savior from the chokehold of Rome.  But what they more desperately needed was the salvation of their souls and a real spiritual life from God.


c.  The Lord Jesus Christ was their only hope of eternal salvation, and He knew it, even if they didn’t.  So many of them did not believe that He was not the Messiah, but still enjoyed being entertained by His words and deeds of healing.  Regardless of their misplaced priorities, the Lord still cared deeply about His people, those He had given life to, and those He had come to die for.


d.  The compassion of God is mentioned over 250 times in the Bible.



(1)  Ps 103:2-4, “Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion.”



(2)  Lam 3:20-23, “Surely my soul remembers and is bowed down within me.  This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope.  The Lord’s unfailing love indeed never ceases; for His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning.  Great is Your faithfulness.”

3.  “and healed their sick.”

a.  As was the Lord’s custom to authenticate His teaching and His person, He healed all who were sick, diseased, ill, or had any type of infirmity.


b.  We have seen this same statement in:



(1)  Mt 4:24, “And the news about Him went into all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were sick with various diseases, being seized with severe pains, being demon possessed, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.”



(2)  Mt 8:16, “Now when it became evening, they brought to Him many demon-possessed [people]; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all those having sickness,”



(3)  Mt 12:15, “However, Jesus, knowing [this], departed from there.  And many followed Him, and He healed them all”



(4)  Mk 1:34a, “And He healed many being sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons;”



(5)  Mk 3:10, “for He had healed many, with the result that all those who had diseases pressed upon Him in order to touch Him.”



(6)  Lk 5:15, “However, the news about Him kept spreading even more; and large crowds kept gathering to hear [Him] and to be healed from their diseases.”



(7)  Lk 6:17-19, “And after coming down with them, He stood on a level place; and [there was] a large crowd of His disciples, and a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast district of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear Him and to be healed from their diseases; and those who were troubled by unclean spirits were being healed.  And all the people were trying to touch Him, because power was coming out from Him and healing everyone.”



(8)  Lk 7:21, “At that time He healed many [people] from diseases and sufferings and evil spirits; and He gave graciously to many blind to see.”

And this list does not include all the individual healings mentioned in the gospels.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus and His disciples desperately needed rest (Mk 6:31); yet the needs of the multitudes touched His heart.  The word translated ‘moved with compassion’ is stronger than sympathy.  The word is used twelve times in the Gospels, and eight of these references are to Jesus Christ.  Jesus was ‘moved with compassion’ when He saw the needy multitudes (Mt 9:36).”


b.  “For Jesus’ compassion and its result, see Mt 9:36.  Here Matthew mentions healing, Mark teaching, and Luke both!  Jesus’ ministry was an integrated whole, in which physical and spiritual needs were met together.”


c.  “These crowds are presumably Jews from Galilee who have followed Jesus on shore around the lake.  The ‘solitary place’ of verse 13 is the wilderness or unpopulated area east of Galilee.  Healings occur as characteristically elsewhere.  Interestingly, Matthew substitutes this reference to Jesus’ healing for Mark’s emphasis on His teaching (Mk 6:34).  And he never again refers to Jesus’ teaching in the summaries of His ministry with crowds.”


d.  “The result was that when Jesus came ashore he found a large group of people instead of the solitude for which He had crossed the lake.  Matthew concentrates on what Jesus saw and did.  He saw large numbers of people, and he had compassion on them; Jesus was deeply moved at the plight of the afflicted and the poor.  So on this occasion he healed their sick.  Matthew does not qualify this in any way, but leaves the impression that Jesus healed all who were unwell in that crowd.  Mark tells us that Jesus taught the people ‘many things,’ and Luke that He spoke about ‘the kingdom of God,’ but Matthew concentrates on the healing.”


e.  “The healings must have preceded the teaching; for Jesus would certainly not let the sick suffer while He taught.”
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