John 1:1
Matthew 13:58



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus did not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun DUNAMIS and adjective POLUS, meaning “many miracles.”

“And He did not produce many miracles there”
 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun APISTIA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of their unbelief.”

“because of their unbelief.”
Mt 13:58 corrected translation
“And He did not produce many miracles there because of their unbelief.”
Explanation:
1.  “And He did not produce many miracles there”

a.  Matthew concludes this short story of Jesus’s second and final trip to Nazareth by telling us the final result and summary of the trip.  Jesus did not produce many miracles in the city or the surrounding villages.  Note that this does not say that He performed no miracles.


b.  There were not many miracles of healing done there, because the people didn’t have any faith in Him.  Their lack of faith motivated them to not go to Him for healing.  There were certainly some people with critical illnesses, being blind, or lame or some other serious problem that came for help, but it was nothing like what occurred in Galilee.


c.  Note the parallel descriptions of this in Mk 6:5, “And He was not able to do not even one miracle there except, after laying His hands on a few sick [people], He healed [them].”

2.  “because of their unbelief.”

a.  Matthew concludes by telling us the main (and apparently only) reason why Jesus could do so little for these people He has known and loved all His life.  They collectively (with a few exceptions) had a heart of unbelief.


b.  They didn’t believe He was the Son of God, the Messiah, their Savior, or the king of the Jews.  He was just a member of his family, which they all knew too well.  Their stubborn and willful unbelief left Jesus with little or nothing He could do for them.  He was more than willing to deliver them from all illness and disease physically and save their souls spiritually, but they would have none of it.


c.  They just wanted him gone, as the end of His first visit to Nazareth is described by Lk 4:28-30, “And everyone in the synagogue was filled with rage, after hearing these things; and after standing up, they threw Him out of the city, and led Him to the edge of the hill on which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down.  However, after passing through the middle of them, He departed.”  This is the event which caused Him to move the family to Capernaum, which is the next event noted by Luke.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Matthew omits Mark’s statement that Jesus was ‘amazed’ at their unbelief and ‘could not’ work ‘any’ miracle there.  But he is, as usual, abbreviating Mark’s version throughout, and the connection between unbelief and the lack of miracles remains.  Jesus’ power is neither magical nor automatic, and the importance of faith in this connection has already been stressed (Mt 8:10, 13; 9:2, 22, 28–29).”


b.  “The upshot of Jesus’ stay in Nazareth is that He severely curtails His miracle-working ministry there, particularly His healings (cf. Mk 6:5).  Significantly, ‘their lack of faith’ refers to the rejection of Jesus by unbelievers.  On the relationship between faith and miracles, compare Mt 9:34.  On refusing to work wonders to satisfy skeptics, see Mt 12:38–42.”


c.  “The story concludes with the sad comment that Jesus did not do many miracles in Nazareth.  This is seen by many as a contradiction of Mark, who says that Jesus could not do any miracles there.  But this is not quite accurate.  Mark goes on to say, ‘except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them’.  Matthew incidentally does not mention these healings.  Both Evangelists are saying that in His own hometown Jesus met with unbelief and that He did not do many miracles, though He did do some.”
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