John 1:1
Matthew 13:51



 is the second person plural aorist active indicative of the verb SUNIĒMI, which means “to understand thoroughly; to perceive clearly.”  We can also combine the two resulting in “to clearly understand.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entire action from the viewpoint of its conclusion.  This is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “Have.”


The active voice indicates that the disciples have produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all these things.”

“Have you clearly understood all these things?’”
 is the third person plural present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: They said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the twelve disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”  Finally, we have the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “‘Yes’.”

“They said to Him, ‘Yes.’”
Mt 13:51 corrected translation
“Have you clearly understood all these things?’  They said to Him, ‘Yes.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Have you clearly understood all these things?’”

a.  Having finished His instruction in parables, the Lord now asks the disciples a question to ensure they understood the analogies He presented.


b.  Jesus doesn’t just ask them if they understood what He just taught, but asked them if they clearly or thoroughly understood and comprehended ‘all these things’.  Do they really understand clearly what they heard and do they understand everything that was taught?  Both parts are critical as far as the Lord is concerned, and this same principle applies to us when we hear the teaching of the word of God.  Do we clearly and thoroughly understand what is told us by the communicator of the word of God, and do we understand all that is said?


c.  Jesus’ question is another way of asking the disciples if they have any further questions.  It is important to note the word “you” here refers to the disciples and not to any unbelievers in the crowds.  This tells us that the word “them” in verses 24 and 33 refer to the crowds and the address to the disciples begins in verse 34 and continues through the end of the next verse.

2.  “They said to Him, ‘Yes.’”

a.  The disciples answer the Lord with a definitive “Yes.”  They certify and acknowledge that they have a complete and thorough understanding of the meaning of the parables.


b.  Having acknowledged their clear understanding and comprehension of these parables, the disciples should now be able to repeat and teach these same parables to others in the future, which Matthew shows he is doing by writing this.  No other evidence of this question by Jesus and answer by the disciples is found in the other gospels.  Nor do we hear of the disciples teaching these parables to anyone in their later ministries.  We can only assume that they did so.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When Jesus had completed this series of parables, He asked His disciples if they understood them, and they confidently replied, ‘Yes.’  Understanding involves responsibility.  To explain this, the Lord added a final parable (Mt 13:51–52) to remind them of their responsibilities.”


b.  “Their ‘Yes’ answer is surprising, for they could not have known the full implications of these parables.  In fact the disciples’ subsequent questions and actions proved that they did not really comprehend the parables.”


c.  “In verse 36 the disciples had asked for explanation.  Jesus now checks that the teaching given specifically to them and not to the crowds has been effective.  It has produced understanding.”


d.  “Given the disciples’ partial lack of understanding (explicit in verse 36 and implicit in verses 10–23), Jesus now asks if they understand (better) after these last three parables.  They claim that they do, but their insights will not always carry over to other situations.”


e.  “This is the end of a solid session of teaching, and Jesus asks the disciples whether they have understood.  They are in no doubt that they have understood, and they reply briefly, ‘Yes.’  This may perhaps be a trifle glib; for there is evidence in the remainder of the Gospel that their understanding was somewhat imperfect.  But Jesus raises no question, and we may be sure that, with whatever uncertainty there may have been about details, they had understood the main thrust of what Jesus had said.  At any rate there were no questions.”
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